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ROMANCE 
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CHAPTER XIV. 


“© Danger, whofe limbs of giant mold 
«¢ What mortal eye can fix’d behold? 
*¢ Who ftalks his round, an hideous form ! 
© Howling amidft the midnight frorm !——_ 
*¢ And with him thoufand phantoms join’d, ' 
“ Who prompt to deeds accurs’d the mind mun — 
** On whom that raving brood of Fate, 
«¢ Who lap the blood of Sorrow wait 5 
‘¢ Who, Fear! this ghaftly train can fee, 
«* And look not madly wild like tbee !’” 
| Cortiins. 


a 


Tue Marquis was punctual to the 
hour. La Motte received him at. the 
Vol, Ill. BF gate, 


[ 2] 


| gate, but he declined entering, and faid’ 


he preferred a walk in the foreft. Thi- 

ther, therefore, La Motte attended him. 

After fome general converfation, * Well,” 

faid the Marquis, “ have you confidered 

© what I faid, and are you prepared to 
“© decide ? 

‘‘ ] have, my Lord, and will quickly 
<< decide, when you fhall farther explain 
cc yourfelf. Till then I can form no 
“ refolution.” The Marquis appeared 
diffatisfied, and was a moment filent. 
«© ¥s it then poffible,” he at length re- 
fumed, ‘¢ that you‘do not underftand ? 
«« This ignorance is furely affected. La 
«¢ Motte, I expect fincerity. ‘Tell me, 
<¢ therefore, is 1t neceffary I fhould fay 
“more 2” 

« }t is my Lord,” faid La Motte 
immediately. ‘° If you fear to confide 
<¢in me freely, how can J fully accom- 
6° plifh your purpofe ?” 

‘© Before I proceed farther,” faid the 
peaegiles “ Jet me adminifter fome oath 

«6 which 
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** which fhall bind you to fecrecy. But: 
“this is fcarcely neceffary ; for, could 
© T even doubt your word of honour, 
“the remembrance of a certain tranf- 
“* action would point out to you the ne- 
““ ceflity of being as filent yourfelf as 
“you muft wifh me to be.” There 
was now a paufe of filence, during which 
both the Marquis and La Motte betrayed 
fome confufion, «| think, La Motte,” 
faid he, “I have given you fufficient 
“ proof that I can be grateful; the {er- 
“* vices you have already rendered me 
“with refpect to Adeline, have not 
‘¢ been unrewarded.” 
“* True, my Lord, I am ever willing 
“ to acknowledge this, and am forry it 
“has not been in my power to ferve 
“you more effectually.. Your farther 
“ views refpecting her I am ready to 
 afift.”” a 
“ 1 thank you.—Adeline” —— the 
Marquis hefitated.—« Adeline,” rejoin- 
ed La Motte, eager to anticipate his 
B 2 withes, 
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wifhes,. * has beauty worthy of your 
« purfuit. She has infpired a paffion of 
“which fhe ought to be proud, and, at 
‘© any rate, fhe fhall foon be yours. Her 
« charms are worthy of” 

<¢ Yes, yes,” interrupted the Mar- 
« quis; ‘“-but’——he paufed.— But 
<¢ they have given you too much trouble 
“<¢ in the parfuit,” faid La Motte; ** and 
“ to be fure, my Lord, it muft be con- 
« feffed they have; but this trouble is 
« all over—you may now confider her as 
<“-your own.” 

« J would do fo,” faid the Marquis, 
fixing an eye of earneft regard upon La 
Motte— I would do fo.” 


«Name your hour, my Lord; you- 


_€ fhall not be interrupted.—-Beauty fuch 
«© ag Adeline’s’—— 

«© Watch her clofely,”’ —— the 
Marquis, “* and on no account fuffer 
“her to leave her apartment. Where 
“4s fhe now?” 

“¢ Confined in her chamber.” 
“ Very 
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“my Lord, that to-night” 


| 


& Very well. But I am impatient.’’. 

‘¢ Name your time, my Lord——to~ 
«* morrow night.” | os : 

“ To-morrow night,” faid the Mar- 
quis— to-morrow night. Do you.un- 
‘* derftand me now ?” 

“Yes, my Lord, this night, if you 
* wifh it fo. But had you not better 
«‘difmifs your fervants, and remain 
“ yourlelf in the foreft. You know the 
« door that opens upon the woods from 
© the weft tower. Come thither about 
“© twelve—IJ will be there to condud you 
© to her chamber. Remember, then, 


‘© Adeline dies!’ interrupted the 
Marquis, in a low voice f{carcely hu- 
man. ‘* Do you underftand me now ?” 
w——La Motte fhrunk aghaft—*« My 
‘¢ Lord !” 

© Ta Motte!” faid the Marquis. 
There was a filence of feveral minutes, 
in which La Motte endeavoured to re- 
cover himfelfi—* Let me afk, my Lord, 

B 3 | the 


‘© The means are various, 
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“< the meaning of this?” faid he, when 
he had breath to fpeak. * Why fhould 
“you with the death of Adeline—of 


‘ Adeline whom fo lately you loved 2” 


«© Make no enquiries for my motive,” 
faid the Marquis; ‘* but it is as certain 
“< as that I live that fhe you name mutt 
“die. This is fufficient.” The fur- 
prife of La Motte equalled his horror. 
” refumed the 
Marquis. ‘ I could have wifhed_ that 
“<no blood might be fpilt; and there 
‘are drugs fure and fpeedy in their 
© effect, but they cannot be foon or 


' € fafely procured. I alfo wifh it over 


¢ ———it muft be done quickly ——this 
“ night.” 

«* This night, my Lord !” 

“ Aye, this night, La Motte; if it is 
“to be, why not foon. Have you no 
“© convenient drug at hand?” 

«€ None, my Lord.” 

«¢ IT feared to truft a third perfon, or 
«J fhould have been provided,” faid 

the 
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the Marquis. ‘ Asit is, take this poig- 
““nard; ufe it as occafion offers, but 
“ be refolute.” La Motte received the 
poignard with a trembling hand, and 
continued to gaze upon it for fome time, 
fcarcely knowing what he did. © Put 
“it up,” faid the Marquis, ‘‘ and en- 
*‘ deavour to recollect yourfelf.” La 
Motte obeyed, but continued to mufe in 
filence. 

He faw himfelf entangled in the web 
which his own crimes had woven. Be- 
ing in the power of the Marquis, he 
knew he muft either confent to the com- 
miffion of a deed, from the enormity of 
which, depraved as he was, he fhrunk 
in horror, or facrifice fortune, freedom, 
probably life itfelf, to the refufal. He 
had been led on by flow gradations from 
folly to vice, till he now faw before him 
an abyfs of guilt which ftartled even the 
confcience that fo long had flumbered. 
The means of retreating were defperate 
-—to proceed was equally fo. 

B 4 When 
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When he confidered the innocence 
and the helplefsnefs of Adeline, her or- 
phan ftate, her former affectionate con- 
duct, and her confidence in his protec- 
tion, his heart melted with compaffion 
for the diftrefs he had already occafioned 
her, and fhrunk in terror from the deed 
he was urgedtocommit. Butwhen, on 
he other hand, he contemplated the de- 
itruction that threatened. him from the 
vengeance of the Marquis, and then 
confidered the advantages that were of- 
fered him of favour, freedom, and pro- 
bably fortune, terror, and temptation 
contributed to overcome the p'cadings 
of humanity, and filence the voice of 
confcience. In this ftate of tumultuous 


uncertainty he continued for fome time - 


filent, until the voice of the Marquis 
roufed him to a conviction of the necef- 
_ fity of at leaft appearing to acquiefce in 

his defigns. 
“Do you hefitate?” faid the Mar- 
quis.—="" No, my Lord, my refolution 
15 
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“is fixed—I will obey you. But me- 
“thinks it would be better to avoid 
“‘ bloodfhed. Strange fecrets have been 
“ revealed by” 

« Aye, but how avoid it?” inter- 
rupted the Marquis.— Poifon I will 
“© not venture to procure. I have given. 
‘vou one fure inftrument of death. 
«You alfo may find it dangerous to. 
€ enquire for a drug.”” La Motte per- 
ceived that he could not. purchafe poi- 
fon without incurring a difcovery much 
greater than that he wifhed to avoid. 
«You are right, my Lord, and I will 
‘¢ follow your orders implicitly.” The 
Marquis now proceeded in broken fen- 
tences, to give’ farther. directions con- 
cerning this dreadful fcheme.. 

‘© In her fleep,” faid he, * at mid- 
“ night; the family will then be at reft.” 
Afterwards they planned a ftory,, which 
was to account for her difappearance, 
and by which it was to feem that fhe 
had fought an efcape in confequence 

BS of 
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of her averfion to the addreffes of the 
Marquis. The doors of her chamber 
and of the weft tower were to be left 
open to corroborate this account, and 


many other circumftances were to be 


contrived to confirm the fufpicion. They 
farther confulted how the Marquis was 
to be informed of the event; and it was 
agreed that he fhould come as ufual to 
the Abbey on the following day. “ To- 
“ night, then,” {aid the Marquis, “ I 
“© may rely upon your refolution.” 

«* ‘You may, my Lord.” 

‘© Farewell, then. When we meet 
‘6 again” 

“When we meet again,” faid La 
Motte, “ it will be done.” He followed 
the Marquis to the Abbey, and having 
feen him mount his horfe, and wifhed 
him a good night, he retired to his cham- 
ber, where he fhut himfelf up. 

Adeline, mean while, in the folitude 
of her prifon, gave way to the defpair 
which her condition infpired. She tried 

to 
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to arrange her thoughts, and to argue 
herfelf into fome degree of refignation ; 
but reflection, by anticipating the paft, 
and reafon, by reprefenting the future, 
brought before her mind the full picture 
of her misfortunes, and fhe funk in de- 
{pondency. Of Theodore, who, by a 
conduct fo noble, had teftified his at- 
tachment and involved himfelf in ruin, 
fhe thought with a degree of anguifh 
infinitely fuperior to any fhe had felt. 
upon any other occafion. 

That the very exertions which had de- 
ferved all her gratitude, and awakened 
all her tendernefs, fhould be the caufe- 
of his deftruction, was a circumftance 
_ fo much beyond the ordinary bounds of 
mifery, that her fortitude funk at once 
before it. The idea of Theodore fuf- 
fering—Theodore dying—was for ever 
prefent to her imagination, and frequent- 
ly excluding the fenfe of her own dan- 
ger, made her confcious only of his. 
Sometimes the hope he had given her of 

R 6 be'no: 
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being able to vindicate his condudt, or 
at leaft to obtain a pardon, would re- 
turn; but it was-like the faint beam of 
an April morn, tranfient and cheerlefs, 
She knew that the Marquis, ftung with 
jealoufy, and exafperated to revenge, 
would purfue him with unrelenting ma- 
lice. 

Againft fuch an enemy what could 
Theodore oppofe ? Confcious rectitude 
would not avail him to ward off the blow 
which difappointed paffion and powerful 
pride directed. Her diftrefs was confi- 
derably heightened by reflecting that no 
intelligence of him could reach her at 
the Abbey, and that fhe muft remain 
fhe knew not how long in the moft 
dreadful fufpence concerning his fate. 
From the Abbey fhe faw no poffibility 
of efcaping. She was a prifoner in a 
chamber inclofed at every avenue: fhe 
had no opportunity of cenverfing with 
any perfon who cou!d afford her even a 
chance of relief; and fhe faw herfelf 

condemned 


en eee 
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condemned to await in paiive filence 
the impending deftiny, infinitely more 
dreadful to her imagination than death 
itfelf. 

Thus circumftanced, fhe yielded to 
the preffure of her misfortunes, and 
would fit for hours motionlefs and given 
up to thought. “‘ Theodore!” fhe would 
frequently exclaim, “* you cannot hear 
“© my voice, you cannot fly to help me; 


“ yourfelf a prifoner and in chains.” 


The picture was too horrid. The {wel- 
ling anguifh of her heart would fubdue 
her -utterance---tears bathed her cheeks 
---and fhe became infenfible to every 
thing but the mifery of Theodore. 

On this evening her mind had been 
remarkably tranquil; and as fhe watched 
from her window, with a ftill and melan- 


_ choly pleafure, the fetting fun, the fa- 


ding fplendour of the weftern horizon, 
and the gradual approach of twilight, 
her thoughts bore her back to the time 
when, in happier circumftances, fhe had 

watched 
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watched the fame appearances. She re- 
collected alfo the evening of her tempo- 
rary efcape from the Abbey, when from 
this fame window fhe had viewed the 
declining fun—how anxioufly fhe had 
awaited the fall of twilight—how much 
fhe had endeavoured to anticipate the 
events of her future life—with what 
trembling fear fhe had defcended from 
the tower and ventured into the foreft. 
Thefe reflections produced others that 
filled her heart with anguifh and her eyes 
with tears. 

While fhe was loft in her melancholy 
reverie fhe faw the Marquis: mount his. 
horfe and depart from the gates. The 
ficht of him revived, in all its force, a 
fenfe of the mifery -he inflicted on her 
beloved Theodore, and a confcioufnefs: 
of the evils which more immediately 
threatened: herfelf.. She withdrew from 
the window in an agony of tears, which: 
‘ continuing for a confiderable time, her 
frame 
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frame was, at length, quite exhaufted, 
and fhe retired early to reft. 

La Motte remained in his chamber 
till fupper obliged him to defcend. At 
table his wild and haggard countenance, 
which, in fpite of all his endeavours, 
betrayed the diforder of his mind, and 
his long and frequent fits of abftraction 
furprifed as well as alarmed Madame La 
Motte. When Peter left the room fhe 
tenderly inquired what had difturbed 
him, and he with a diftorted {mile tried 
to be gay, but the effort was beyond his 
art, and he quickly relapfed into filence ; 
or when Madame La Motte fpoke, and 
he ftrove to conceal the abfence of his — 
thoughts, he anfwered fo entirely from 
the purpofe, that his abftraction became 
ftill more apparent. Obferving this, 
Madame La Motte appeared to take no 
notice of his prefent temper; and they 
continued to fit in uninterrupted filence 
till the hour of reft, when they retired 
to their chamber. 

La 


A 
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La Motte lay in. a ftate of difturbed 
watchfulnefs for fome time, and his fre- 
quent {tarts awoke Madame; who, how- 
ever, being pacified by fome trifling ex- 
cufe, foon went to fleep again. This 
agitation continued till near midnight, 


when, recollecting that the time was now | 


paffing in idle reflection which ought ta 
be devoted to action, he ftole filently 
from his bed, wrapped himfelf in his 
night gown, and, taking the lamp which 
burned nightly in his chamber, paffed 


up the fpiral ftaircafe. As he went he- 


frequently looked back, and often ftarted 
and liftened to the hollow fighings of 

the blaft. | 
His hand fhook fo violently, when he 
attempted to unlock the door of Ade- 
Jine’s chamber,, that he was obliged to 
fet the lamp on the ground, and apply 
both his hands. The noife he made 
with the key induced him to fuppofe he 
muft have awakened her; but when he 
opened the door, and perceived the ftull- 
nefs 
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nefs that reigned within, he was con- 
vinced fhe was afleep. When he ap- 
proached the bed he heard her’ gently 
breathe, and foon after figh—and he 
- ftopped; but filence returning, he again 
advanced, and then heard her fing in 
her fleep. As he liftened he diftinguifh- 
ed fome notes of a melancholy little air 
which, in her happier days, fle had of- 
ten fung to him. The low and mourn- 
ful accent in which fhe now uttered 
them expreffed too well the tone of her 
mind. 

I_a Motte now ftepped haltily towards 
the bed, when, breathing a deep figh, 
fhe was again filent. He undrew the 
curtain, and faw her laying in a pro- 
found fleep, her cheek yet wet with 
tears, refting upon her arm. He ftood 
a moment looking at her; and as he 
viewed her innocent and lovely counte- 
nance, pale in grief, the light of the 
lamp, which fhone ftrong upon her eyes, 
awoke her, and, perceiving a man, fhe 

uttered 
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uttered a fcream. Her recolleétion re- 
turning, fhe knew him to be La Motte, 
and it inftantly recurring to her that the 
Marquis was at hand, fhe raifed herfelf 
in bed, and implored pity and protec 
tion. La Motte ftood looking eagerly 
at her, but without replying. 

The wildnefs of his looks and the . 
gloomy filence he preferved increafed 
her alarm, and with tears of terror fhe 
renewed her fupplication. ‘ You once 
“¢ faved me from deftruction,” cried fhe; 
“QO fave me now! Have pity upon 
** me—TI have no protector but you.” 

*¢ What is it you fear?” faid La Motte, 
m a tone fcarcely articulate. —‘‘ O fave 
“‘me—fave me from the Marquis!” 

“© Rife then,” faid he, * and drefs 
* yourfelf quickly —I fhall be back 
“‘ again in a few minutes.” He lighted 
a candle that ftood on the table, and 
left the chamber. Adeline immediately 
arofe and endeavoured to drefs, but her 
thoughts were fo bewildered that fhe 

{carcely 
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fcarcely knew what fhe did, and her 
whole frame fo violently agitated that 
it was with the utmoft difficulty fhe pre- 
ferved herfelf from fainting. She threw 
her clothes haftily on, and then fat down 
to await the return of La Motte. A con- 
fiderable time elapfed, yet he did not 
appear, and, having in vain endeavour- 
¢d to compofe her fpirits, the pain of 
_ fufpence at length became fo infupport- 
able, that fhe opened the door of her 
- chamber, and went to the top of the 
ftaircafe toliften. She thought the heard 
voices below; but, confidering that if 
the Marquis was there her appearance 
could only increafe her danger, fhe 
checked the ftep fhe had almoft invo- 
luntarily taken to defcend. Still the lif- 
tened, and ftill thought fhe diftinguifhed 
voices. Soon after fhe heard a door fhut, 
and then footfteps, and fhe haftened back 

to her chamber. 
Near a quarter of an hour elapfed and 
La Motte did not appear. When again 
. fhe 
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fhe thought fhe heard a murmur of 
voices below, and alfo paffing fteps, and 
at length her anxiety not fuffering her to 
remain in her room, fhe moved whoaeh 
the paflage that communicated with the 
fpiral ftaircafe; but all was now ftill. 
In a few moments, however, a light 
flafhed acrofs the hall, and La Motte 
appeared at the door of the vaulted 
room. He looked up, and feeing Ade- 
line in the gallery, beckoned her to de- — 
{cend. 

She hefitated and looked towards her 
chamber; but La Motte now approach- 
ed the ftairs, and, with faultering fteps, 
fhe went to meet him. “ I fear the 
Marquis may fee me,” faid the whif- 
pering; © where is he?” La Motte 
took her hand, and led her on, affuring 
her fhe had nothing to fear from the 
Marquis. The wildnefs of his looks, 
however, and the trembling of his hand, 
feemed to contradict this affurance, and 


fhe inquired whither he was leading her. 
“< To 
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“To the foreft,” faid La Motte, “ that 
<€ you may efcape from the Abbey —a 
“ horfe waits for you without. I can 
** fave you by no other means.” New 
‘terror feized her. She could fcarcely be- 
lieve that La Motte, who had hitherto 
conf{pired with the Marquis, and had fo 
clofely confined her, fhould now himfelf 
undertake ‘her efcape, and fhe at this 
moment felt a dreadful prefentiment, 
which it was impoffible to account for, 
that he was leading her out to murder her 
in the foreft. Again fhrinking back, fhe 
fapplicated his mercy. He affured her 
he meant only to proteét her, and defired 
fhe would not wafte time. 

“There was fomething in his manner 
that {poke fincerity, and fhe fuffered hina 
to conduct her to a fide door that opened 
into:the foreft, where fhe could juft dif- 
tinguifh through the gloom a man on 
horfeback. This brought to her re- 
membrance the night in which fhe had 
quitted the tomb, wher trufting to the 

perfon 
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perfon who appeared fhe had been car~ 
ried to the Marquis’s villa... La Motte: 
called, and was an{wered by Peter, whofe: 
voice fomewhat re-affured Adeline. 

He then told her that the Marquis 
would return to the Abbey on the follow-. 
ing morning, and that this could be her. 
only opportunity of efcaping his defigns;. 
that fhe might rely upon his (La Motte’s) 
word, that Peter had orders to carry her 
wherever fhe chofe; but as he knew the 
Marquis would be indefatigable in fearch 
of her, he advifed her by all means to 
leave the kingdom, which fhe might do 
with Peter, who was a native of Savoy, 
and would convey her to the houfe of 
his fifter. There fhe might remain till 
La Motte himfelf, who did not now think 
it would be fafe to continue much longer 
in France, fhould join her. He intreat- 
ed her whatever might happen, never to 
mention the events which had paffed at 
the Abbey. ‘ To fave you, Adeline, I 
“have rifked my life; do not increafe 

cc my 


[ 23 ] 
** my danger. and your own by any un- 
“ neceffary difcoveries. We may ne- 
“© ver meet again, but I hope you will 
“‘ be happy; and remember, when you 
« think of me, that I am not quite fo. 
“‘ bad as I have been tempted to be.” 
Having faid this, he gave her fome 
money, which he told her would be ne- 
ceflary to defray the expences of her 
journey. Adeline could no longer doubt 
his fincerity, and her. tranfports of joy 
and gratitude would fcarcely permit her 
to thank him. She wifhed to have bid 
Madame La Motte farewell, and indeed 
earneftly requefted it; but he again told 
her fhe had no time to lofe, and, having 
wrapped her ina large cloak, he lifted 
her upon the horfe. She bade him adieu 
with tears of gratitude, and Peter fet off 
as faft as the darknefs would permit. 
When they were got fome way, “I 
*¢ am glad with all my heart, Ma’am- 
«< felle,” faid he, “ to fee you again. 
“Who would have thought, after all, 
“ that 
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© that my mafter himfelf would have 
“ bid me take you away !—Well, to 
be fure, ftrange things come to pals; 
® but I hope-we fhall have better luck © 
“this time.” Adeline, not chufing to 
reproach him with the treachery of whiclr 
fhe feared he had been formerly guilty, 
thanked him for his good wifhes, and 
faid fhe hoped they fhould be more for- 
tunate; but Peter, in his ufual ftrain of 
eloquence, proceeded to undeceive her 
in this point, and to acquaint her with 
every circumftance which his memory, 
and it was naturally a {trong one, could 
furnifh. 

Peter expreffed fuch an artlefs intereft 
in her welfare, and fuch a concern for 
her difappointment, that fhe could no 
longer doubt his faithfulnefsy and this 
conviction not only ftrengthened her con- 
fidence in the prefent undertaking, but 
made her liften to his converfation with 
kindnefs and pleafure. ‘I fhould never 


” “ have ftaid at the Abbey till this time,” 


faid 
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faid he. ** if I could have got away; 
« but my mafter frighted me fo about 
« the Marquis, and I had not money 
i « enough to carry me into my own 
“ country, fo that I was forced to ftay. 
© Te’s well we have got fome folid louis- 
“ d’ors now; for I queftion, Ma’amfelle, 
whether the people on the road would 
‘* have taken thofe trinkets you for- 
“ merly talked of .for money.” | 
«© Poffibly not,” faid Adeline: “ I 
“* am thankful to Monfieur La Motte 
that we have more certain means of 
procuring conveniences. What route 
fhall you take when we leave the fo- 
reft, Peter ?’’—Peter mentioned very 
correctly a great part of the road to 
Lyons: ‘ and then,” faid he, ‘* we can 
“ eafily get to Savoy, and that will be 
« nothing. My fitter, God blefs her! 
“¢ T hope is living; I have not feen her 
many a year; but if fhe is not, all 
“ the people will be glad to fee me, 
‘and you will eafily get a lodging, 
Vou. Til. —C “ Ma’ain- 
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“c Ma'amfelle, and every thing’ you 
< want.’ 

Adeline refolved to go with him to 
Savoy. _ La Motte, who knew the cha- 
racter and defigns of the Marquis, had 
adviied her to leave the kingdom, and 
had told her, what her fears would have 
fuggefted, that the Marquis would be 
indefatigable in fearch of her. His mo- 
tive for this advice mult be a defire of 
ferving her; why elfe, when fhe was al- 
ready in his power, fhould he remove 
her to another place, and even furnifh 
her with money for the a of a 
journey ? 

At Leloncourt, where Peter faid he 
was well known, fhe would be moft 
likely to meet with protection and com- 
fort, even fhould his fifter be dead; and 
its diftance and folitary fituation were 
circumftances that pleafed her. Thefe 
reflections would have pointed out to 
her the prudence of proceeding to Savoy, 
had fhe been lefs deftitute of refources 
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in France; in her prefent fituation they 
proved it to be neceflary. 

_ She inquired farther concerning the 
route they were to take, and whether 
Peter was fufficient'y acquainted with. 
the road. ‘“ When once { get to Thiers, 
© T know it well enough,” faid Peter, 
‘¢ for I have gone it many a time in my 
c younger days, and any body will tell 
sus the way there.” They travelled 
for feveral hours in darknefs and filence, 
and it was not till they emerged from 
the foreft that Adeline faw the morning 
light ftreak the eaftern clouds. The 
fight cheered and revived her; and as 
fhe travelled filently along, her mind re- 
volved the events of the paft night, and 
meditated plans for the future. The pre-. 
fent kindnefs of La Motte appeared fo 
very different from his former conduct 
that it aftonifhed and perpiexed her, and 
fhe could only account for it by attribu- 


ting it to one of thofe fudden impulfes 
Ca of 
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of humanity which fometimes operate 
“even upon the moft depraved hearts. 

But when fhe recollected his former 
words, ** that he was not mafter of him- 
“ felf,” fhe could fcarcely believe that 
mere pity fhould induce him to break 
the bonds which had hitherto fo ftrongly 
held him, and then, confidering the al- 
tered conduét of the Marquis, fhe was 
inclined to think that fhe owed her liberty 
to fome change in his fentiments towards 
her; yet the advice La Motte had 
given her to quit the kingdom, and thé 
money with which he had fupplied her 
for that purpofe, feemed to contradict this 
opinion, and involved heragain in doubt. 
- Peter now got directions to Thiers, 
which place they reached without any 
accident, and there ftopped to refrefh 
themfelves. As foon as Peter thought 
the horfe fufficiently refted, they again 
fet forward, and from the rich plains of 
the Lyonnois Adeline, for the fir{t time, 
caught a view of the diftant alps, whofe 
- majeftic 
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majeftic heads, feeming to prop the 
vault of heaven, filled her mind with | 
fublime emotions. “ 

In a few hours they reached the vale, 
in which ftands the city of Lyons, whofe 
beautiful environs, ftudded with villas, 
and rich with cultivation, withdrew Ade- 
line from the melancholy contemplation 
of her own circumftances, and her more 
painful anxiety for Theodore. 

When they reached that bufy city, her 
firft care was to inquire concerning the 
paffage of the Rhone; but fhe forbore 
to make thefe inquiries of the people of 
the inn, confidering that if the Marquis 
fhould trace her thither they might ena- 
ble him to purfue her route. She, there- 
fore, fent Peter to the quays to hire a 
boat, while fhe herfelf took a flight re- 
paft, it being her intention to embark 
immediately. Peter prefenrly returned, 
having engaged a boat and men to take - 
them up the Rhone to the neareft part 
of Savoy, from whence they were to 

C 3 proceed 
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‘proceed by Jand to the village of Le- 


joncourt. 

Having taken fome refrefhment, the 
crdered: him to conduct her to the veftel. 
A new and ftriking fcene prefented itfelf 
to Adeline, who locked with furprice 
upon the river gay with veflels, and the 
quay crowded with bufy faces, and felt 
the contraft which the cheerful objects 
around bore to herfelf—to her aa or- 
phan, sage, helplefs, and flying from 
perfecution and her country. She fpoke 


with the matter of the boat, and having 
fent Peter back to the inn for the horfe, 
(La Motte’s gift to Peter in lieu of fome — 


arrears of wages) they embarked. 

As they flewly paffed up the Rhone, 
whofe fteep banks, crowned with moun- 
tains, exhibited the moft various, wild, 


_and romantic fcenery, Adeline fat in 


penfive reverie. The novelty of the 
fcene through which fhe floated, now 


frowning with favage grandeur, and now 


fmiling in fertility, and gay with towns 
and 
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and villages, foothed her mind, and her 
forrow gradually foftened into a gentle 
and not unpleafing melancholy. ~She 
had feated. herfelf at the head of the 
boat, where fhe watched its fides cleave 
the fwift {tream, and liftened to the ale 
ing of the waters. 

_ The boat, flowly int the current, 
paffed along for fome hcurs, and. at 
Jength the veil of evening was ftretched 
over the landicape. The weather “was 
fine, and Adeline, regardlefs of the dews 
that now fell, remained in the open alr, 
obferving the objects darken round her, 
the gay tints of the horizon fade away, 
and the ftars gradua'ly appear, trem- 
bling, upon the lucid mirror of the wa- 
ters. The fcene was now funk in deep 
fhadow, and the filence of the hour was 
broken only by the meafured dafhing of 
the oars, and now and then by the voice 
of Peter fpeaking tothe boatmen. Ade- 
~ dine fat loft in thought: the forlornnefs 
| C4 of 
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of her circumftances came hightened to 
her imagination. 

She faw herfelf furrounded by the. 
darknefs and ftillnefs of night, in a 
{trange place, far diftant from any friends, 
going fhe fcarcely knew whither, under 
the guidance of ftrangers, and purfued, 
perhaps, by an inveterate enemy. She 
pictured to herfelf the rage of the Mar- 
quis now that he had difcovered her 
flight, and though fhe knew it very un- 
likely he fhould follow her by water, for 
which reafon fhe had chofen that manner 
of travelling, fhe trembled at the por- 
trait her faney drew. Her thoughts then 
wandered to the p'an fhe fhould adopt 
after reaching Savoy; and much as her 
exnerience had prejudiced her againft 
the manners of a convent, fhe faw no 
place more likely to afford her a proper 
afylum. Ac length fhe retired to the 
little cabin for a few hours repofe. 

She awoke .with the dawn, and her 

mind 
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mind being:too Much difturbed to Meep 
again, fhe rofe and watched the gra- 
dual approach of day. As fhe mufed, 
fhe expreffed the feelings of the moment 


in the following : , 
SONNET. 


Morn’s beaming eyes at length unclofe, 

And wake the blufhes of the rofe, 

That all night long opprefs’d with dews, ” 
And veil’d in chilling fhade its haes, 
Reclin’d, forlorn, the languid head, 

And fadly fought its parent bed ; 


Warmth from her ray the trembling flow’r derives, 
And, {weetly blushing through its tears, revives. 


«© Morn’s beaming eyes at length unclofe,”” ; 
And melt the tears that bend the rofe ; 

But can their charms fupprefs the figh, 

Or chace the tear from Sorrow’s eye? 

Can all their luftrous light impart 

One ray of peace to Sorrow’s heart ? 


Ah! no; their fires her fainting foul opprefs——= . 
Eve’s penfive fhades more foothe her meek diftrefs !. 


C5 When 


f 34 J 

When Adeline left the Abbey, La 
Motte had remained for fome time at the 
gate, liftening to the fteps of the horfe 
that carried her, till the found was loft in 
diftance; he then turned ‘into the halt 
with a lightnefs of heart to which he had 
long beena ftranger. The fatisfaction of 
having thus preferved her, as he hoped, 
from the defigns of the Marquis, over- 
came for a while all fenfe of the danger 
in which this ftep muft involve him. But 
when he returned entirely to his own fitu- 
ation, the terrors of the Marquis’s re- 
fentment ftruck their full force upon his 
mind, and he confidered how he might 
beft efcape it. 

It was now paft midnight—the Mar- 
quis was expected early on the following 
day ; and in this interval it at firft appear- 
ed probable to him that he might quit 
the foreft. Fhere was only one horfe ; 
but he confidered whether it would be 
beft to fet of immediately for Auboine,, 
where a carriage might be procured: to 

convey, 
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“convey his family and his moveables frorty 
the Abbey, or quietly to await the arrival 
-of the Marquis, and endeavour to im- 
_pofe upon him by a forged ftory of Ade- 
. line’s efcape.. 
| The time which mutt elapfe before a 
carriage could reach the Abbey would 
Jeave him fcarcely fufficient to efcape 
from the foreft; what money he had 
Yemaining from the Marquis’s bounty 
_,would not carry him far; and when it 
was expended he muft probably be at a 
lofs for fubfiftence, fhould he not before 
then be deteéted. By remaining at the 
‘Abbey it wou'd appear that he was un- 
-confcious of deferving the Marquis’s re- 
fentment, and though he could not ex-... 
pect to imprefs a belief upon him that 
-his orders had been executed, he might 
make it appear that Peter only had been 
acceffary to the efcape of Adeline; an 
account which would feem the more pro- 
bable from Peter’s having been formerly 
detected ina fimilar {cheme. He be- 
C6 ‘lieved 
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lieved alfo that if the Marquis fhould 
threaten to deliver him into the hands 
of juftice, he might fave himfelf by a 
menace of difclofing the crime he had 
commiffioned him to perpetrate. 

Thus arguing, La Motte refolved to 
remain at the Abbey and await the event 
of the Marquis’s difappointment. 

When the Marquis did arrive, and was 
informed of Adeline’s flight, the ftrong 
workings of his foul, which appeared in 
his countenance, for a while alarmed and 
terrified La Motte. He curfed himfelf 
and her in terms of fuch coarfenefs and 
vehemence as La Motte was aftonifhed to 
hear from a man whofe manners were ge- 
nerally amiable, whatever might be the 
violence and criminality of his paffions. 


. ‘To invent and exprefs thefe terms feem- | 


ed to give him not only relief, but de- 
light; yet he appeared more fhocked at 
the circumftance of her efcape than ex- 
afperated at the careleffhefs of La Motte, 
and recollecting at length that he wafted 

time 
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time¢,. he left.the Abbey,: and difpatch- 
ed feveral of his fervants in purfuit of 
her. a ao 
_ When he was gone, La Motte, be- 
lieving his ftory had fucceeded, returned 
to the pleafure. of confidering that he 
had done his duty, and to the hope that 
Adeline was now beyond the reach of 
purfuit. This calm was of fhort conti- 
nuance. In a few hours the Marquis re- 
turned, accompanied: by the officers of - 
juftice. The affrighted La Motte, per- 
ceiving him approach, endeavoured to 
conceal himfelf, but was feized and carried 
to the Marquis, who drew him afide. 

** IT am not to be impofed upon,” faid 
he, ‘* by fuch a fuperficial ftory as you 
‘¢ have invented; you know your life is 
‘in my hands; tell me inftantly where 
‘© you have fecreted Adeline, or I will 
‘© charge you with the crime you have 
““ committed againft me; but, upon 
“« your difclofing the place of her con- 
‘* cealment, I will difmifs the officers, — 

© ana, 
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« and, if you: with it, affift you to leave 
“the kingdom. You have no time to 
“ hefitate, and. may know that I will 
*¢ not be trifiled with.” La Motte at- 
tempted to appeafe the Marquis, and 
affirmed that Adeline was realiy fled he 
knew not whither. ‘* You will remem- 
«© ber, my Lord, that your character js 
. alfo in my power; and that, if you 
«¢ proceed to extremities, you will com- 
‘«< pel me to reveal in the face of day 
<< that you would have made me a mur- 
«* derer.” 

« And who will believe you?” hia 
the Marquis. “ The crimes that banifh- 
* ed yeu from fociety will be no tef- 
‘© timony of your veracity, and that with 


“which I now charge you will bring. 


“¢ with it a fufficient prefumption that 
‘© your accufation is malicious. Officers, 
“* do your duty.” 


‘Fhey entered the room and feized La 


Motte, whom terror now deprived of all 
power of refiftance, could reSftance have 


availed. . 
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availed hit, and in the pérturbation of 
‘his mind he informed the Marquis that 
Adeline had taken the road to Lyons, 
This difcovery, however, was made too 
Jate to ferve himfelf; the Marquis feized 
‘the advantage it offered, but the charge 
had been given, and, with the anguifh 
-of knowing that he had expofed Adeline 
to danger, without benefiting himfelf, La 
‘Motte fubmitted in filence to his fate. 
Scarcely allowing him time tocolleé& what 
little effe&ts might eafily be carried with 
him, the officers conveyed him from the 
Abbey; but:the Marquis, in confidera- 
‘tion of the extreme diftrefs of Madame 
La Motte, direéted one of his fervants to 
‘procure a carriage from Auboine that fhe 
might follow her hufband. 

The Marquis, in the mean time, now 
acquainted with the route Adeline had 
taken, fent forward his faithful valet to 
trace her to her place of concealment, 

and return eae with anterigence 
fo the villa, © 
Abandoned 


[ 40 ] 

" Abandoned to defpair, La Motte and 
his wife quitted the foreft of Fontan- 
ville, which had for fo many months af- 
- forded them an afylum, and embarked 
once more upon the tumultuous world, 
where juftice would meet La Motte in 
the form of deftruction. They had en- 
tered the foreft as a refuge, rendered neq 
ceffary by the former crimes of La Motte, 
and for fome time found in it the fecu- 
rity they fought; but other offences, for . 
even in that fequeftered fpot there hap- 
pened to be temptation, foon fucceeded, 
and his life, already fufficiently marked 
by the punifhment of vice, now afforded 
him another inftance of this great truth, 
| © That where guilt 1s, there peace can~ 
** not enter.” - 


CHAPTER 


“CHAPTER XV. 


ee Hail awful {cenes, that calm the troubled breaft, 
And woo the weary to profound repofe !”’ 
| BEATTIE. 


ADELINE, mean while, and Peter 
proceeded on their voyage, without any 
accident, and landed in Savoy, where 
Peter placed her upon the horfe, and 
himfelf walked befide her. When he 
came within fight of his native moun- 
tains, his extravagant joy burft forth into 
frequent exclamations, and he would of- 
ten afk Adeiine if fhe had ever feen fuch . 
bills in France. ** No, no,”’ faid he, “ the 
«¢ hills there are very well for French 
“ hills, but they are not to be named on 
“¢ the fame day with ours.”” Adeline, loft 
in admiration of the aftonifhing and tre- 


mendous 
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mendous fcenery around her, affented 
very warmly to the truth of Peter’s af- 
fertion, which encouraged him to.ex- 
patiate more largely upon the advantages 
of his country ; 1ts difadvantages he totally 
forgot; and though he gave away his 
Jaft fous to the children of the peafantry 
that run barefooted by the fide of the 
horfe, he {poke of nothing but the hap- 
pinefs and content of the inhabitants. 

His native village, indeed, was an 
exception to the general character of the 
country, and to the ufual effects of an 
_arbitrary government; it was flourifhing, 
healthy, and happy; and thefe advan- 
tages it chiefly owed to the activity and 
attention of the benevolent clergyman 
whofe cure it.was. | 
_ Adeline, who now began to feel the 
effects of long anxiety and fatigue, much 
wifhed to arrive at the end of her jour- 
ney, and inquired impatiently of Peter 
concerning it. Her fpirits, thus weak- 
ened, the gloomy grandeur of the fcenes 

which 
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which had fo lately awakened emo- 
tions of delighful fublimity, now awed 
her into terror; fhe trembled at the 
found of the torrents rolling among the 
clifts and thundering in the vale below, 
and fhrunk from the view of the preci- 
pices, which fometimes overhung: the 
‘road, and at others appeared beneath it. 
Fatigued as fhe was, fhe frequently dif- 
mounted to climb on foot the fteep flinty 
road, which fhe feared to travel on honie= : 
back. 

The day was elofing when they drew 
near a {mall village at the foot of the 
Savoy Alps, and the fun, in a‘] his even- 
ing fplendour, now finking behind their 
fummits, threw a farewell gleam athwart 
the landfcape, fo foft and glowing as 
drew from Adeline, languid as fhe a 
‘an exclamation of rapture. 

The romantic fituation of the village 
‘next attracted her notice. It ftood at the 
“foot of feveral ftupendous mountains, 
me formed a chain round a lake at 

fome 
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fome little diftance, and the woods that 
{wept from their fummits almoft embo- . 
fomed the village. The lake, unruffled — 
by the lighteft air, reflected the vermil 
tints of the horizon with the fublime 
fcenery on its borders, darkening every 
inftant with the falling twilight. 

When Peter perceived the village, he 
burft into a fhout of joy: “ Thank God,” 
faid he, ‘* we are near home; there js 
‘“* my dear native place. It looks jut 
‘* as it did twenty years ago; and there 
‘© are the fame old trees growing round 
our cottage yonder, and the huge rock 
“ that rifes above it. My poor father 
‘< died there, Ma’amfelle. Pray heaven 
“ my fifter be alive; it is a long while 
© fince I faw her.” Adeline liftened with 
a melancholy pleafure to thefe artlefs 
expreffions of Peter, who, in retracing 
the fcenes of his former days, feemed 
to live them over again. As they ap- 
proached the village, he continued to 
point out various objects of his remem- 

brance. 
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brance. ‘* And there too is the good 
‘¢ paftor’s chateau; look, Ma’ampfelle, 
<* that white houfe, with the {moke cur- 
“ ling, that ftands on the edge of the 
“Jake yonder. I wonder whether he 1s 
“alive yet. He was not old when | 
“left the place, and as much beloved 
“as ever man was; but death {pares 
« nobody !”’ 
They had by this time reached the vil- 
lage, which was extremely neat, though 
it did not promife much accommodation. | 
Peter had hardly advanced ten fteps be- 
fore he was accofted by fome of his old 
acquaintance, who fhook hands, and 
feemed not to know how to part with 
him. He inquired for his fifter, and was 
told fhe was alive and well. As they paftf- 
edon, fomany of his old friends flocked 
~ round him, that Adeline became quite 
weary of the delay. Many whom he 
had left in the vigour of life, were now 
tottering under the infirmities of zge, 
while their fons and daughters, whom he 
| - had 
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had known only in the playfulnefs of in- 
fancy, were grown from his remembrance, 
and in the pride of youth, At length 
they approached the cottage, and were 
met by his fifter, who, having heard of 
his arrival, came and welcomed him with 
unfeigned joy. 

On feeing Adeline, fhe feemed fur- 
prifed, but affifted her to alight, and con- 
ducting her into a {mall but neat cottage, 
received her with a warmth of ready 
kindnefs which would have graced a bet- 
ter fituation. Adeline requefted to fpeak 
with her alone, for the room was now 
crowded with Peter’s friends, and then 
acquainting her with fuch particulars of 
her circumftances as it was neceffary to 
communicate, defired to know if fhe 
could be accommodated with lodging in 
the cottage. ‘ Yes, Ma’amielle,” faid 
‘** the good woman, “ fuch as it is, you 
** are heartily welcome, I am only forry 
“it Is not better. But you feem ill, 
Ma’ amielle; what fhall I get you ?” 
Adeline, 


= 
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Adeline, who had been long ftrug- 
giling with fatigue and indifpofition, now 
yielded to their preffure. She-faid fhe was, 
indeed, ill; but hoped that reft would | 
reftore her, and defired a bed might be 
immediately prepared. The good wo- 
man went out to obey her, and foon re- 
turning, fhewed her to a little cabin, 
where fhe retired to a bed, whofe clean- 
linefs was its only recommendation. 

But, notwithftanding her fatigue, fhe 
could not fleep, and her mind, in fpite 
of all her efforts, returned to the fcenes 
that were paffed, or prefented gloomy 
and imperfe& vifions of the future. 

The difference between her own con- 
dition and that of other perfons, educa- 
ted as fhe had been, ftruck her forcibly, 
and fhe wept. ** They,” faid fhe, “© have 
“friends and relations, all ftriving to 
“fave them not only from what may 
“hurt, but what may difpleafe them ; 
“ watching not only for their prefent 
“ fafety, but for their future advantage, 

| | “ and 
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‘and preventing them even from in- 
 juring themfelves. But during my 
<¢ whole life I have-never known a friend ; 
“ have been in general furrounded by 
‘enemies, and very feldom exempt 
<¢ from fome circumftance either of dan- 
"© oer or calamity. Yet furely I am not 
“born to be for ever wretched; the 
© time will come when” She began 
to think ‘fhe might one time be happy ; 
but recolleéting the defperate fituation 
of ‘Theodore; ‘* No,” faid fhe, < T can 
<* never hope even for peace !” 

Early the following morning the good 


woman of the houfe came to inquire . 


how fhe had: refted, and found fhe had 
flept little, and was much worfe than on 
the preceding night. The uneafinefs 
ef her mind contributed to heighten the 
feverifh fymptoms that attended her, and 
in the-courfe of the day her diforder ber 
gan to affume a ferious afpect. “She ob- 
ferved its progrefs.with compofure, re+ 


figning herfelf to the will of God, ané 
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feeling little to regret in life. Her kind 
hoftefs did every thing in her power to 
relieve her, and there was neither phy- 
fician or apothecary in the village, fo 
that nature was deprived of none of her 
advantages. Notwithftanding this, the 
diforder rapidly increafed, and on the 
third day from its firft attack fhe became 
delirious ; after which fhe funk into a 
ftate of ftupefaction. _ 

How long fhe remained in this de- 
plorable condition fhe knew not; but, 
on recovering her fenfes, fhe found her- 
{elf in an apartment very different from 
any fhe remembered. It was {pacious and 
almoft beautiful, the bed and every thing 
around being in one ftile of elegant fim+ 
plicity. For fome minutes fhe lay in a 
trance of furprife, endeavouring to recol- 
lect her fcattered ideas of the paft, and 
almoft fearing to.move, left the pleafing 
vifion fhould vanifh from her eyes. 

At length the ventured to raife herfelf, 
when fhe prefently heard a foft voice 

Vou. IIT. D fpeaking 


T 5° J 

fpeaking near her, and the bed curtain 
on one fide’ was gently undrawn by a 
beautiful girl. As the leaned forward 
over the bed, ‘and with ‘a {mile of’ min- 
‘gled tendernefs and joy inquired of. her 
patient how fhe did, Adeline gazed in 
filent admiration upon the moft intereft- 
ing female countenance fhe had: ver 
feen, in which the expreffion of fweetnefs, 
united with lively fenfe and refinement, 
was chaftened by fimplicity. 

Adeline at length recollected herfelf 
fufficiently to thank her kind inquirer, 
and begged to know to whom fhe was 
obliged, and where fhe was? The lovely 
girl preffed her hand, ‘* "Tis we who are 
‘* obliged,” faid fhe. “* Oh! how I re- 
<< joice to find that you have recovered 
“ your recollection.” She faid no more, 
but few to the door of the apartment, and 
difappeared. In a few minutes fhe re- 
turned with an elderly lady, who, ap- 
proaching the bed with an air of tender 


intereft, afked concerning the ftate of 
_ Adeline ; 
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Adeline ;, to. which the latter replied, as 
well as the agitation of her fpirits would 
permit, and repeated her defire of know- 
_ing. to. whom the was fo greatly obliged. 
©, You fhall know that hereafter,” faid 
the lady ;. ** at prefent be affured that 
you are with thofe who will think their 
. © care much overpaid by your recovery ; 
_ fubmit, therefore, to every thing that 
“ may conduce to it, and confent to be 

« kept as quiet as poffible.”’ 
_ Adeline gratefully fimiled, and bowed 
her head in filent affent. The lady now 
quitted the room for a medicine ; having 
given. which to Adeline, the curtain was 
_Clofed, and fhe was left to repofe. But 
her thoughts were too bufy to fuer her 
to profit by the opportunity. She con- 
templated the paft, and viewed the pre- 
fent, and, when fhe compared them, 
the contraft ftruck her with aftonifhment. 
The whole appeared like one of thofe 
fudden tranfitions fo frequent in dreams, 
in which we pafs from orief and de- 
D 2 ii pair, 
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{pair, we know not now, to comfort and 
delight. 

Yet fhe looked Gentl to the future 
with a trembling anxiety, that threatened 
to retard her recovery, and which, when 
fhe remembered the words of her gene~ 
rous benefactrefs, fhe endeavoured to 
fupprefs. Had the better known the dif- 
ofition of the perfons in whofe houfe 
fhe now was, her anxiety, as far as it 
regarded herfelf, muft in a great meafure 
have been done away; for La Luc, its 
owner, was one of thofe rare characters 
to whom misfortune feldom looks in vain, 


and whofe native goodnefs, confirmed 


\ 


by principle, is uniform and unaffuming 
in its acts. The following little picture 

of his domeftic life, his family and his 
manners, will more full; y iluftrate his 


-charaéter. It was drawn from the life, 


and its exactnefs will, it is hoped, com- 
penfate for its length. 


THE 
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THE FAMILY OF LA LUC. 


«© But half mankind, like Handel’s fool, deftroy, 

«* Through rage and ignorance, the ftrain of joy ; 

«¢ Irregularly wild their paffions roll 

«© Through Nature’s fineft inftrument, the foul > 

. «© While men of fenfe, with Handel’s happier fill, 

“¢ Corred& the tafte and harmonize the will ; 

Teach their affeQtions, like his notes, to flow, 

‘* Nor rais’d too high, nor ever funk too low; | 

Till ev’ry virtue, meafur’d and refin’d, 

As fits the concert of the mafter mind, 

«* Melts in its kindred founds, and pours along 

«< Th’ according mufic of the moral fong.’”’ 
CAWTHORNE. 


a 
Cay 


a 
a 


In the village of Leionconrt, cele- 
brated for its picturefque fituation at the 
foot of the Savoy Alps, lived Arnaud 
La Luc, a clergyman, defcended from 
an ancient family of France, whofe de- 
cayed fortunes occafioned them to feek 
a retreat in Switzerland, in an age when 
the violence of civil commotjon feldom 
{pared the conquered. He was minifter 
of the village, and equally loved for the 
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piety and benevolence of the Chriftian, 


as refpected for the dignity and elevation 
of the philofopher. fis was ‘the Pphilo- 
fophy of nature, direéted by common 
fenfe. He defpifed the jargon of the 
modern fchools, and the brilliant abfur- 
dities of fyftems, which have dazzled 
without enlightening, and guided with- 
out convincing, their difciples. ~ 

_ His mind was penetrating ; his views 
extenfive; and his fyftems, like his re- 
ligion, were fimple, rational, and fub- 
lime. The peop‘e of his parifh looked 


up to him as to a father; for while his 
precepts directed their minds, his exam- 


ple touched their hearts. 
In early youth La Luc loft a wife, 


whom he tenderly loved. This event 
threw a tincture of foft and interefting 


melancholy over his charaéter, which re- 
mained when time had mellowed the re- 
membrance that eccafioned it. Philo- 
fophy had ftrengthened, not hardened, 


his heart; it enabled him. to refift the | 


preflure 
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preffure of afiction, rather than to over- 
come it. | 

: Calamity | taught him to feel with. pe- 
culiar fympathy_ the diftreffes of others. 
His income from the parifh was finall, 
and what remained from the divided and 
reduced eftates of his anceftors did not 
much increafe it; but though he could 
not always relieve the neceffities of the 
indigent, his tender pity and holy con- 
verfation feldom failed in adminiftering 
confolation to the mental fufferer. On 
thefe occafions the fweet and exquifite 
emotions of his heart have often induced 
him to fay, that could the voluptuary 
be once fenfible of thefe feelings, he 
would never after forego ‘© the luxury 
* of doing good.”———“ Tgnorance of 
“ true pleafure,” he would fay, ‘ more 
“frequently than temptation to. that 
“ which is falfe, leads to vice.’” 

- La Luc had one fon and a daughter, 
who were too young, when their mother 
died, to lament their lofs. He loved 

| D4 them. 
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them with peculiar tendernefs, as the 
children of her whom he never ceafed 
to deplore; and it was for fome time 
his fcle amufement to obferve the gra- 
dual unfolding of their infant minds, 
and to bend them to virtue. His was 
the deep and filent forrow of the heart; 
his complaints he never obtruded upon 
cthers, and very feldom did he even 
mention his wife. His grief was too fa- 
cred for the eye of the vulgar. Often 
he retired to the deep folitude of the 
mountains, and amid their folemn and 
tremendous fcenery would brood over 
the remembrance of times paft, and re- 
fign himfeif to the luxury of grief. On 
his return from thefe little excurfions he 
was always more placid and contented. 
A fweet tranquillity which arofe almoft 
to happinefs, was diffufed over his mind, 
and his manners were more than ufually 
benevolent. As he gazed on his chil- 
dren, and fondly kiffed them, a tear 
would fometimes fteal into his eye, but 

it 
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it was a tear. of tender regret, unming’ed 
with the darker qualities of forrow, and 
was moft precious to his heart... 

On the death of his wife he beee ed 
into his houfe a maiden fifter, .a fenfible, 
worthy woman, who was deeply inte- 
refted in the happinefs of her brother, 
Her affectionate attention and judicious 
condué anticipated the effect of time in 
foftening the poignancy of his diftrefs, 
and her unremitted care of his children, 
while it proved the goodnefs of her own 
heart, attracted her more clofely to his. 

It was with inexpreffible pleafure that 
he traced in the infant features of Clara 
the refemblance of her mother. The 
{fame gentlenefs of manner, and the fame 
pecuiel of difpofition foon difplayed 
themfelves, and as fhe grew up her ac- 
tions frequently reminded him fo flrong- 
ly of his loft wife as to fix him in reve- 
ries, which abforbed all his foul. 

Engaged in the duties of his parifh, 
| the education of his. chi!dren, and in 
D5 philo- 
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philofophic : refearch, his years pafied i in 
tranquillity. The tender melancholy 
with which | affliction had tin@ured his 
mind was,. by long indulgence, become 
dear to him, and he would not have | re- 
linquifhed it for the brighteft dream of 
airy happinefs, When any paffing i inci- 
dent difturbed him, he retired for coi- 
folation to the idea of her he fo faithfully 
loved. and yielding to a gentle, and 
what the world would call a romantic, 
fadnefs, gradually reaffumed his compo- 
fure. This was the fecret luxury to which 
he withdrew from temporary difappoint- 
‘ment—the folitary enjoyment which dif- 
fipated the cloud of care, and blunted 
the fting of vexation—which elevated 
his mind above this world, and opened 
to his view the fublimity of another. — 

The fpot he now inhabited, the fur- 
rounding fcenery, the romantic beauties 
of the neighbouring walks, were dear to 
La Luc, for they had once been loved 


by 
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By. Clara ;. they had been the fcenes of 
her tendernefs,, ‘and Of his happinefs.. 
His chateay ftood on the borders of a 
‘fall lake that was’ almoft erivironed by 
mountains. of ftupendous height, which, 
“fhooting into a variety of grotefque 
forms, compofed a fcenery fingularly 
folemn, and: fublime... Dark. woods, in- 
‘termingled with bold projections of rock,, 
fometimes barren, and fometimes cover - 
ed withthe purple bloom of wild flowers, 
impended over the lake,. and were feen 
in the clear mirror of its. waters.. The 
wild. and alpine heights which rofe above: 
were either crowned:with perpetual fnows, 
er exhibited tremendous crags and maffes. 
of folid:rock,. whofe appearance was con- 
tinually. changing’as the rays of light.were: 
varioufly reflected om their furface, and 
whofe fummits were often wrapt in impe- 
netrabJe mifts. Some cottages and ham- 
lets, fcattéred on the margin of the lake, 
or feated in piturefque points of view‘on. 
the rocks above, were the only objects. 
D 6. that. 
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that reminded the peholees of : ee 
Wye ke RIP 8 
- On the fide of the silat oppo- 
fice to the chateau, the mountains re- 
ccded, and along chain of Alps was feen 
ftretching in perfpe@tive. -Their innu- 
merable tints and fhades, fome veiled in 
blue mifts, fome. tinged with rich. pur- 
ple, and others glittering in partial igh, 
gave luxurious and — colouring to 
the fcene. : | 
The chateau was not large, but it was 
convenient, and was characterifed by an 
air of elegant fimplicity and good order. 
The entrance was a finall hall, which, 
opening by a glafs door into the garden, 
afforded a view of the lake, with the 


magnificent feenery exhibited on its bor- . 


ders. On the left of the hall was La 
Luc’s ftudy, where he ufua:ly paffed his 
mornings ; and adjoining was a fmall 
room fitted up with chymical apparatus, 
‘aftronomical inftruments, and other 1m- 
‘plements of fcience. On the right was 


the 
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the family parlour; and behind it a room 
which belonged exclufively to Madame 
L.aLuc. «Mere were depofited various 
medicines and boranical diftillations, -to- 
gether with. the apparatus for preparing 
them. From this room the whole village 
was liberally fupplied with phyfical com~ 
fort ;: for it was the pride of Madame — 
to believe herfelf fkilfu! in relieving the 
difarders of ber neighbours. 

Behind the chateau rofe a tuft of pines, 
and in front-a gentle declivity,. covered 
‘with verdure and flowers, extended to 
the lake, whofe waters flowed even with 
the grafs, and gave frefhnefs to the aca- 
cias that waved over its furface. Flow- 
ering fhrubs, intermingled with moun- 

tain_afh, cyprefs, and ever-green oak, 
marked the boundary.of the garden. . 

Ar the return of {pring it was Clara’s 
care to direct the young fhoots of the 
‘plants, to nurfe. the budding flowers, 
aod to fhelter them with the luxuriant 
branches. of the fhnibs from the cold 

blafts 
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biafts that defcended from the moun. 
tains. In -fummer fhe ufually, rofe with: 


the fun, and vifited her favourite flowers. 


while the dew yet. hung glittering on: 
their leaves.. The frefhnefs of early day, 
with the glowing. colouring. which then 
touched the fcenery, gave a pure and. 
exquifite delight to. her innocent heart, 
Born amid fcenes of grandeur. and fub- 
limity, fhe had quickly imbibed a tafte. 
for their charms,. which tafte was heigh- 
tened by the influence of a warm image 
nation.. To view the fun rifing above: 
the Alps; tinging their fnowy head swith 
light, and fuddenly darting his rays over: 
the whole face of nature—to fee the 
fiery fplendour of the clouds reflected in. 
the lake below, and the rofeate tints firft 
{teal upon the rocks above—were among 
the earlieft pleafures of which Clara was. 
fufceptible. From being delighted with. 
the obfervance of nature, fhe grew: 
pleafed with fceing her finely imitated, 
and foon difplayed a tafte for poetry 


and. 
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arid’ painting. |W When the was about fix: 
teen fhe’ often feleéted from her father’s. 
library thofe of the Italian poets moft 
celebrated for piéturefque beauty, and 


would fpénd the’ firft hours of morning: 


in reading them ‘under the fhade of the 
acacias that bordered the lake. Here 
too The would often attempt rude fkerches 
of the furrounding fcenery, and at length 
by repeated efforts, affifted by fome in- 
ftruction from her brother, fhe fucceeded 
fo well as to produce twelve drawings in 
crayon, which were judged worthy of 

decorating the parlour of the chateau. 
Young La Luc played the flute, and 
fhe liftened to him with exquifite delight, 
particularly when he ftood on the margin 
ef the lake, under her beloved acacias. 
‘Her voice was fweet and flexible, though 
not ftrong, and fhe foon learned to mo- 
dulate it to the inftrument. She knew 
nothing of the intricacies of execution ; 
her airs were fimple, ‘and her ftyle 
equally fo, but fhe foon gave thema 
touching 
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touching expreffion, infpired bythe fen- 
fibility of her heart, which: feldom left 
thofe of her hearers unaffected. | | 


It was the happinefs of La Luc to. 
fee his children happy, and in one-of. 


his excurfions to Geneva, whither he 


went to vifit fome relations of his late - 


wife, he bought Clara a lute. . She re- 
ccived it with more gratitude than fhe 
cou'd expreis; and having learned one 
air, fhe haftened to her favourite acacias, 
and played it again and again till fhe 
forgot every ee befides. Her little 
domeftic duties, her books, her draw- 
ing, even the hour which her father dedi- 
‘cated to her improvement, when fhe met 
her brother in the library, and with him 
partook. of knowledge, even. this haur 
paffed unheeded by. .La. Luc fuffered 
it to pafs. Madame was difpleafed that 
her niece neglected her domeftic duties. 
and withed to reprove her, but Lia Luc 
begged fhe wou:d be filent. ‘ Let ex- 
Rous nce teach her ‘her error,” faid he ; 
“ precept 
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« precept) feldem _— conviction to 
«young minds. ie , 

Madame ‘objected. eset was 
a‘flow.teachers> Itds;a-furd one,” re- 
plied-La Luc, “ and is not unfrequently 
‘the quickeft: of all: teachers.: when it 
‘¢ cannot lead us Into ferious evil, it is 
“€well to truft to it.’? - 

’The:-fecond day paffed with Clara as 
the firft, and the third as the fecond. 
She cou!d now play feveral tunes ; fhe 
carne to her. father.and a what fhe 
liad learnt. 

“At. fupper the cream was not dreffed, 
and. there. was. no fruit on. the table. 
La‘Luc enquired the reafon ; Clara re- 
colleGted it, and blufhed. She ebferved. 
that her brother was abfent, but nothing 
was faid. Toward the conclufion of the 
repaft he appeared; his countenance ex- 
preffed unufual fatisfaction,. but he feated 
himielf in filence. Clara inquired what 
had detained him from fupper, and 
learnt that he had been to a fick family 

in 
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in the neighbourhood: with the weekly — 


al'owance which her father gave :chem. 


La Luc had entrufted the care of this fa- 
mily to his daughter, and ‘it was her 


duty to have carried them their little a!- 


lowance on the preceding. day, but fhe 


had forgot every thing but mufic. 

“ How did you -find the woman?” 
faid La Lucto his fon. ‘* Warfe, Sir,” 
he replied, “ for her medicines had not 
“ been regularly given, and the chil- 
“« dren had had little or no faod to- 
66 day. 
- Clara was fhocked. ‘“< No food to- 
-& day l’* faid fhe to herfelf, “ and E 
“have been-playing all day on my lute, 
“ under the acacias by the lake !” Her 
father did not feem to obferve her emo- 
tionj but turned to his fon. ‘ Ileft her 
«“ better,” faid the latter; ‘* the medi- 
© cines I carried eafed her pain, and I 
** had the pleafure to fee her children 
« make a joyful fupper.” 

Clara, 
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Clara, perhaps for the. firff time in: her 
life, .envied him his-pleafure, her heart 
was full; and the fat filent. ‘No food 
“:¢o-day!” thought fhe, «©: | | 

She retired penfively to her chamber. 
The {weet ferenity with which fhe ufually. 
- went to reft was vanifhed, for fhe coukt 
no Jonger reflect on ‘the bet day: =“ 
fatisfaction. | 

‘© What a pity,” faid the, “ that what 
‘* is fo pleafing fhould be the caufe of fo 
“ much pain! -This lute 1s.my delight, 
© and my torment!” This reflection 
ocecafioned her much internal debate ; but 
before fhe could come to any refolutior 
upon the a ‘In ih fhe. felk 
afleep. . 

- She awoke very aie the next morn- 
ing, and impatieutly watched the pre- 
prefs of the dawn. The fun at length © 
appearing, fhe. arofe, and, determined 
to make all the atonement in her power 
for her former negle&t, haftened to the 


cottage, 
Here 
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Flere fhe remained aconfiderable time, 
and when fhe returned to the chateau’ 
her countenance had recovered all its 
ufual ferenity. She refolved, however,. 
not to touch her lute that day. . 

. Till the hour of breakfaft fhe bufied. 
herfelf in binding up the flowers, and 
pruning the fhoots that were too luxu- 
rant, and fhe at length found herfelf fhe 
{carcely knew how, beneath her beloved 
acacias by the fide of the lake. “ Ah!” 
faid fhe, with a fich, “how {weetly 
*< would the fong J learned yefterday, 
“« found now over the waters!” But 
fhe remembered her determination, and 
checked the ftep fhe. ion abc A 
taking towards the chateau. | 

. ‘She attended her father in the library 
at the ufual hour, and learned, from his- 
difcourfe with her brother on what had 
been read the two preceding days, that 

fhe had loft much entertaining know- 
~ ledge. She requefted her: father would. 
inform her to > what this converfation al. 


- luded: 
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luded; but. he calmly replied, that the 
had preferred another amufement at the 
_ time when the fubjeét was difcuffed, and 
muft therefore content herfelf with i igna- 
rance. ‘ You would reap the rewards 
“< of ftudy from the amufements of. id!e- 
“* nefs,” faid he; ‘* learn to be reafon- 
“-able—do not expect to unite incon- 
« fiftencies.” 

Clara felt the juftnefs of this rebuke, 
and remembered her lute.“ What mif- 
** chief has it occafioned!” fighed. fhe. 
< Yes, I am determined not to touch it 
“ at all this day. 1 will prove that I am 
** able to control my inclinations when I 
‘* fee it neceflary fo to do.” ‘Thus re- 
folving, fhe applied herfelf to ftudy with 
more than ufual affiduity. 7 

_ She adhered to her refolution, and to- 
wards the clofe of day went into the 
garden to amufe herfelf. The evening 
was {till and uncommonly beautiful. No- 
thing was heard but the faint fhivering of 
the leaves, which returned but at inter- 

vals, 


[ 70 J 

vals, making filence more folemn, and 
the diftant murmurs of the’ torrents’ that 
‘rolled among the cliffs. As ‘fhe ftood 
by the lake, and watched the fun flowly 
finking below the Alps, whofe fummits 
were tinged with gold and purple; as fhe 
faw the laft rays of light gleafn upon the 
-waters whofe furface was not curled by 
the lighteft air, fhe fighed, “Oh! how 
“ enchanting would be the found of my 
“‘ Jute at this moment, on this fpot, 
‘ “© and when every thing is fo ftill arcund . 
ce me!” 

The temptation was too powerful for 
the refolution of Clara: fhe ran to the 
chateau, -returned with the inftrument to 
her dear acacias, and beneath their fhade 
continued to play till the furrounding 
objeéts faded in darknefs from her fight. 
But the moon arofe, and, fhedding a 
trembling luftre on the lake, made the 
fcene more captivating than ever: 

It was impoffible to quit fo delightful 
a fpots Clara repeated her favourite airs 

again 
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again and again, The beauty of the 
Aour.awakened ail her genius; fhe never 
played with fuch. expreffion, before, and 
fhe liftened with increafing rapture to the 
tones as they languifhed over the waters 
and died away on: the diftant air.- She 
cwas perfectly enchanted ' “No! nothing 
“ was,ever fo delightful as to play on 
“€ the lute beneath her acacias, on the 
“© margin of the lake, by moon-light .” 
When fhe returned to the chateau, 
fupper was over. La Luc had obferved 
Clara, and would not fuffer her to be 
Interrupted. 

_ When the enthufiafm of the hour 
‘was paffed fhe reeollected that fhe had 
broken her refolution, and the reflection 
gave her pain. ‘I prided myfelf on 
** controling my inclinations,” faid fhe, 
“© and I have weakly yielded to their 
“ direction. But what evil have I in- 
** curred by indulging them this even- 
“ing? I have neg'ected no duty, for I 
- “had none tg perform. Of what then 
, fad : cas ei 
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“have I to aceufe myfelf? . Ie would 
have been abfurd to have kept. my 
 refolution, and denied myfelf a plea- 
‘ fure when there appeared no maton 
“ for this felf-denial.”’ 

She paufed, not quite fatisfied with 
this reafoning. Suddenly refuming her 
enquiry, ‘“‘But how,” faid the. “am 
‘*] certain that I fhould have refifted 
‘my inclinations if there bad been a 
‘‘reafon for oppofing them? if. the 
“‘ poor family whom I neg‘eéted yetfter- 
“day had been unfupplied to day, I 
‘fear 1 fhould again have forgotten 
“them while I played on my ae on 
‘* the banks of the lake.” 

She then recollected all that her father 
had at different times faid on the fub- 
ject of felf command, and fhe felt fome 
pain. 

“No,” faid the, “if I do not con- 
“‘fider rhat to preferve a refolution, 
' which I have once folemnly formed, 
“is a fufficient reafon to control my in- 

“ clinations, 
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« clinations, £ fear no other motive 
‘© would long reftrain me. I ferioufly - 
«© determined not to touth-my fute this 
“ whole day, and I have broken my re- 
s* folution. “To-morrow perhaps I may 
«© be tenypted to neglect fome duty, for 
J have difcovered: that I cannot rely 
© on my own prudence. Since I can- 
* not ‘conquer Eempeanon, I wil fly 
“¢ froth it.” 

Onthe following morning the brought 
her lute to La‘Luc, and beoged he would 
receive it again, and at leaft keep it 
till fhe had taught her inclinations to 
fubmit to control. © - | | 

The heart of La Luc fwelled as the 
fpoke. ‘ No, Clara,” faid he, * it is 
“* unneceffary that I fhould receive your 
“© lute ; the facrifice you would make 
** proves you worthy of my confidence. 
«¢ ‘Take back the inftrument ; fince you 
«have fufficient refolution to refign it 
“* when it leads you from duty, I doubt 
“ not that you will be ab-e to control 
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<< its ee now: ce it is oe to 
aE you.” ae 

| Clara felt a. Sein of | sills ‘and 
pride at ‘thefe words, ' fuch as fhe had ne« 
ver before experienced ; but fhe thought, 
that to deferve the commendation they 
beftowed, it was neceffary to-compiete 
the facrifice fhe had .bepun... In-:the 
virtuous enthufiaiin of the moment, the 


delights of mufic were forgotten in thofe — 


of afpiring to’ well-earned praife, and 


when fhe refufed the lute thus offered, — 


fhe was confcious only of exquifite fen- 
fations. ‘“ Dear Sir,” faid fhe, tears of 
pleafure {welling in her eyes, ‘ allow 
‘me -to deferve the praifes you be- 
“ ftow, and then I fhall indeed be 
“« happy.” 

La Luc thought fhe had never refem- 
bled her mother fo much as at this in- 
ftant, and, tenderly kiffing her, he for 
fome moments wept in filence. When 


he was able-to feak, “ You do already | 


“< delerve my praifes,” faid he, “* and 


“ J reftore 
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sc } reftore your lute.as a reward for the 
*¢ conduct which excites them.” This 
{cene. called -back secollections too ten- 
der for the heart of La.Luc, and giving 
‘Clara the inftrument,, he a quitted 
the room. 

, La Lue’s fon, a jou ae much pro- 
sales! ‘was defigned by his father for the 
church, and had. received from him an 
excellent education, which, however, it 
was thought neceffary he fhould finifh 
at an univerfity: That of Geneva was 
fixed upon by La J.uc.. His fcheme 
had been to make his for mot a {cholar _ 
only ; he was ambitious that he. fhould 
alfo be enviable asa man. From early 
infancy he had accuftomed him to hardi- 
hood and endurance, and, as- he ad- 
vanced in youth, he encouraged him in 
manly exercifes, and acquainted him 
with the ufeful arts as well as with ab- 
ftract {cience. 

He was high (pitied and ane in 
his temper, but his heart was generous 

i, and 
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‘and affeétionate. He looked forward to 
‘Geneva, and to the new world it would 
difclofe, with the fanguine expectations 
of youth ; and in the delight of thefe 
‘expe€tations was abforbed the regret he 
would otherwife have felt at a feparation 

‘from his family. 7 
“A brother of thelate Madame La Luc, 
‘who was by birth an Englifhwoman, re- 
fided at Geneva with his family. To 
have been related to his wife was a fuffi- 
cient claim upon the heart of La Luc, 
and he had, therefore, always kept up 
an intercourfe with Mr. Audley, though 
the difference in their characters, and 
manner of thinking, would never permit 
this affociation to advance into friend- 
fhip. La Luc now wrote to him, figni- 
fying an intention of fending his fon to 
Geneva, and recommending him to his 
care ; to this letter Mr. Audley returned 
a friendly anfwer, and a fhort time after 
an acquaintance of La Luc’s being cal- 
led to’ Geneva, he determined that his 
: fon 
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~ fon fhould accompany him. The fepa- 
ration was painful to La Luc, and almoft 
infupportable to Clara. Madame was 
grieved, and took care that he fhould 
have a fufficient quantity of medicines 
put up in his travelling trunk ; fhe was 
alfo at fome pains to point out their vir- 
tues, and the different complaints for 
which they were requifite ; but fhe was 
careful to deliver her lecture during the 
abfence of her brother. 

La Luc, with his daughter, accmpa- 
nied his fon on horfeback to the next 
town, which was about eaght miles from 
Lelancourt. and there again enforcing 
all the advice he had formerly given him. 
refpecting his conduct and purfuits, and 
again yielding to the tender weaknefs of 
the father, he bade him farewell. Clara. 
wept, and felt more forrow at this part- 
ing than the occafion could juftify; but 
this was almoft the firft time fhe had 
known grief, and the artlefsly yielded to 
its influence. SS | 
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La Luc and Clara traveled penfively 
back, and the day was clofing when they 
came within view of the lake, and foon 
after of the chateau. Never had it ap: 
peared gloomy till now ; but now, Clara 
wandered forlornly through every de- 
ferted apartment where fhe had been ac- 
cuftomed to fee her brother, and recol- 
Tectted a thoufand little circumftances, ° 
which, had he been prefent, fhe would 
have thought immaterial, but en which 
imaginaticn now ftamped a value. The 
garden, the fcenes around, all wore a me- 
lancholy afpeét} and it was long ere they 
refumed thair natural character and Clara 
recovered her vivacity. ' 
Near four years had elapfed fince this 
feparation, when one evening, as Ma- 
dame La Luc and her niece were fitting 
at work together in the parlour, a good 
woman in the neighbourhood defired to 
be admitted. She came to afk for fome 
medicinés, and the advice’ of Madame 
LaLuc. “ Here is afad accident hap- 
“ pened 
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“* pened at our cottage, Madam,” faid 
fhe; “ Iam fure my heart aches for the 
** poor young creature.”"——Madame La 
Luc defired fhe would explain herfelf; 
and the woman proceeded to fay, that 
her brother Peter, whom fhe had nor 
feen for fo many years, was arrived, 
and had brought a yourg lady to her 
cottage, who fhe verily believed was dy- 
ing. She defcribed her diforder, and 
acquainted Madame with what particulars. 
ef her mournful ftory Peter had related, 
failing not to exaggerate fuch as her 
compaffion for the unhappy ftranger and 
her love for the marvellous prompted. - 
The account appeared a very extraor- 
dinary one to Madame; but pity for the 
forlorn condition of the young fufferer 
induced her to inquire farther into the 
affair. ‘ Doletme gotoher, Madam.” 
faid Clara, who had been. Ixtening with 
ready compaffion to the poor woman’s 
narrative: ‘do fuffer me to go—fhe 
* muft want comforts, and I wifh much 
E 4 “to 


{ 8 ] 
“to {ce how fhe is.”. Madame afked 
{ome farther queftions concerning her 
diforder, and then, taking off her fpec- 
taces, fhe rofe from her chair and faid 
fhe would go herfelf.. Clara defired to 
accompany her. They put on their hats 
and followed the good woman to the cot- 
tage, where, in a very {mall, clofe room, 
ona miferable bed, lay Adeline, pale, 
emaciated, and unconfcious of all around 
her. Madame turned to the woman, and 
_ afked how long fhe had been in this way, 
while Clara went up to the bed, and 
taking the almoft lifelefs hand that lay 
on the quilt, looked anxioufly in her 


face. ‘© She obferves nothing,” faid fhe, 


“< poor creature! -I wifh fhe was at the 
‘© chateau, fhe wouid be better accom- 
‘© modated, and I could nurfe her there.’”’ 
The woman told Madame La Luc, that 
the young lady had lain in that ftate 
for feveral hours. Madame examined 
her pulfe, and fhook her head. ‘* This 
“ room is very clofe,” faid fhe.—** Very 

“ clofe 
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*€ clofe indeed,” cried Clara eagerly; 
‘* furely fhe would be better at. the cha- 
* teau, if fhe could be moved.”: — - 
- “© We will fee about that,”’, faid her 
aunt... §* In the mean time let me fpeak 
** to Peter; it is fome years fince I faw 
“© him.” She went to the outer: room, 
and, the woman ran out of the cottage ta 
look for him. When: fhe was gone, 
‘© This is a miferable habitation for the 
** poor ftranger,” faid Clara: ** the will] 
‘* never be well here: do, Madam, let 
“ her be carried to our houfe; I am 
‘* fure my father would, wifh it. Be- 
s¢ fides, there is fomething in her features, 
‘“ even inimate as they now are, that 
‘© prejudices me in. her favour.” 
_ © Shall I-never perfuade you to give 
“up .that romantic notion of judging 
* people by their faces,” faid her aunt ; 
‘© What fort of a face fhe has is of very 
“© little confequence—her condition js la- 
‘«* mentable, and I. am defirous of amend- 

Ome “ ing 
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ine it; but I wifh firft to afk: ‘Peter 
“a few queltions concerning her.” + 

« Thank you, my dear: aun,” faid 
Clara; °* fhe will be removed: then.’” 
Madame F.a Luc was going to repty; 
but Peter now entered, and, exprefing 
great joy at fecing her again, inquired 
how Monfteur La Lue and Clara: didt 
Clara immediately: welcomed: honeft: Pex. 
ter to his native place, and he returned 


her falutation with may expreffions of 


furprife at finding her /o much grovwx.. 
‘© Though I have-fo often dandled you 


“in my -arms, Ma’améelle, F fhould 
<¢ never have known you again. © Young. 


_ “twigs -fhoot:faft, as they fay.” 
Madame La Luc: now inquired into 
the particulars of Adeline’s -ftory, and 
heard as much as Peter:knew of it, be- 
ing only that his late mafter- found her in: 
a very: diftreffed: fituatton, and that he 
had-himfelf brought her from the Abbey 
to fave her fromr a: French —— 
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The fimplicity of Peter’s manner would 
not fuffer her to queftion his veracity, 
though fome of the circumftances he re- 
lated excited’ali her furprife, and awa- 
kened: all her pity. Tears frequently 
ftood in Clara’s eyes during the courfe 
of his narrative, and when he’ concluded,. 
fhe faid, ‘““ Dear Madam, | am fure. 
‘* when my-father learns the hiftory of 
“this unhappy young woman he will’ 
* not refufé to be a parent to her,. and: 
TY will be her fifter.’”’ | 

“© She deferves it all,’’ faid Peter,. 
“for fhe is very good indeed.” He 
then proceeded in: a ftrain of praife, 
which. was very unufual* with him.“ I 
‘will go home and confult with my 
‘Brother about her,” faid' Madame La. 
LLuc, rifing: © fhe certainly ought to 
ee removed to a more airy’ room.. 

-'The-chateau, is fo-near, that: I: think — 
‘fhe may be ‘carried thither: mene 
much rifk,”” = 
| E 6 Picaen. 
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“© Heaven blefs you! Madam, cried . 
Peter, rubbing his hands, “ for your 
‘© gocdnefs to my poor young lady.” 

La Luc had juft returned from his 
evening. walk when they. reached the: 
chateau. Madame told him where: fhe. 
had been, and related the hiftory of 
Adeline and her prefent condition. ‘* By 
“all means have her removed hither,” 
faid La Luc, whofe eyes bore teftimony . 
to the tendernefs of his heart. ‘‘ She. 
“< can be better aad to here than in . 
““ Sufan’s cottage.” 

«< [ knew you would fay fo, my dear : 
“ father,” faid Clara; “I will go and. 
‘order the green: bed to be prepared . 
*¢ for her.” 


«© Be patient, niece,” faid Madame — 


La Luc: “ there isno occafion for fuch - 
“ hafte:, fome things are to be confi-., 
“dered, firft; but you are yqung and , 
“ romantic.”—La Luc fmiled.—* The., 
“ evening is now clofed,”” refumed Ma- . 

= dame ; 
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dame? * it will, therefore, be dange- - 
“< rous.to remove her before morning. 
“© Early to-morraw:a room fhall be got 


, © ready, and fhe fhall be, brought here; - 


“¢ in the mean time I will go and make 
“¢ up a medicine, which I hope may be 
“¢ of fervice to her.”—Clara reluctantly 
affented to this delay, and Madame La 
Luc retired to her clofet. | 
On the following morning Adeline, 
wrapped in blankets, and fheltered as 
much as poffible from the air, was brought 
to the chateau, where the good La Luc 
defired the might have every attention 
paid her, and where Clara watched over 
her with unceafing anxiety and tender- 
nefs. She remained in a ftate of tor- 
por during the greater part of the day, 
but towards evening fhe breathed more 
freely ; and Clara, who ftill watched by 
her bed, had at length the pleafure of 
perceiving that her fenfes were reftored. 
It was at this moment that fhe found 
herfelf in the naan from which we 
have 


[ 36 J 
have digreffad to give this account of 
the venerable La J.uc and his family. 
The reader will find that his virtues and’ 
his friendthip to Adeline deferved this, 
netice: | | 
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CHAPTER XVI. 


ec Still Fancy,. to herfelf unkind, 

«s Awakes to grief the foften’d mind,. 

¢« And points.the bleeding friend.”’ 
CoLLINs, 


ADELINE, affifted by a fine confti- 
tution, and the kind attentions. of her. 
new friends, was in little more than a 
‘week fo much recovered’ as to leave her 
chamber. She was introduced to La 
Luc, whom fhe met with tears of gra- 
titude, and thanked for his goodnefs in 
a manner fo warm, yet fo artlefs, as in- 
terefted him ftill more in her. favour, 
During the progrefs of her. recovery, | 
the fweetnefs of her behaviour had. en- 
tirely won the heart of Clara,.and greatly 
interefted that of Her aunt, whofe. re- 
ports of Adeline, togetlier. with. the 

ae praifes 


[ 88 ]j 
_ praifes beftowed by Clara, had excited 
both efteem and curiofity in the breaft 


of La Luc; and he now met her with 


an expreffion of -benignity. which {poke 
peace and comfort to her heart. She 
had acquainted Madame La Luc with 
fuch. particulars of. her ftory as ,Peter, 
either through ignorance or inattention, 
had not communicated, fuppreffing only, 
through a falfe delicacy, perhaps, an 
acknowledgment of. her attachment to 
Theodore. . Thefe circumftances were 
repeated to La Luc, who, ever fenfible 


to the fufferings of others, was particu-. 


larly interefted by. the fingular. misfor- 
tunes of Adeline. 

Near a fortnight had elapfed fince es 
removal to the chateau, when one morn- 
ing La Luc defired to fpeak with her. 
alone. She followed him into his ftudy, 
and then in a. manner the moft delicate, 
he told her, that, as he found fhe was fa 
unfortunate in her father, he defired fhe 


would henceforth confider-him as her pa-. 
rent, 
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_ rent, and his houfe as her home. -“ You 
«¢ and Clara fhall be equally my daugh- 
‘© ters,” continued he ; ‘* I am rich in ha- 
«© ving fuch children.” The ftrong emo- 
tions of {furprife and gratitude for fome 
time kept Adeline filent. “‘ Do not thank 
«« me,” faid La Luc; “ I know all you 
<* wou'd fay, and 1 know alfo that I am 
“ but doing my duty. I thank God 
“that my duty and my pleafures are 
“¢ generally in unifon.” Adeline wiped 
away: the tears which his goodnefs had 
excited, and was going to. {peak; but 
La Luc preffed her hand, and, turning 
away to conceal his emotion, walked out 
of the room. | a 
. Adeline was now confidered as a. part 
of the family, and in the parental kind- 
nefs of La Luc, the fifterly affection of 
Clara, and the fteady and uniform re, 
gard of Madame, fhe would have been 
happy as fhe was thankful, had not un- 
ceafing anxiety for the fate of Theodore, 
of whom in this folitude fhe was lels 
likely 
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likely than ever “to hear, ‘corroded her 
heart, and embittered every moment of 
reflection. Even when fleep obliterated 
for a while the memory of the paft, his. 
image frequent'y arofe to her fancy; ac- 


companied by all the exaggerations of 


terror. She faw: him in chains, and 
ftruggling in the ecrafp of rufians, or 
faw his led, amidft the dreadful prepara- 
tions for execution, into the field: fhe 
faw the agony of his look, and heard 
him repeat her name in frantic accents, 
till the horrors of the feene overcame 
her, and fhe awoke. 
- A-fimilarity of tafte and charatter at- 
tached her to Clara, yet the mifery thae 
preyed upon her heart was of a nature 
too delicate to be fpoken of, and the 
never mentioned Theodore even to her 
friend. Her idlnefs had yet left her 
weak and languid, and’ the: perpetual 
anxiety of her mind contributed’ to pro- 
long this ftate. She endeavoured, by 
~~ and. almoft continual efforts, to 
abftract: 


* 
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abftraét her thoughts from their mourn- 
Ful fubje@t, and was often fuccefsful. 
{ua Luc had an, excellent library, and 
the inftru€tion it offered at once gratified 
her love of knowledge, and withdrew 
her mind from painful recolleétions. Fis 
converfation, too, afforded her another 
refuge from mifery. 

. But her chief amufement was to wan- 
der among the fublime fcenery of the 
adjacent country, fometimes with Clara, 
though often with no other companion 
than a book. ‘There were indeed times 
when the converfation of her friend im- 
pofed a painful reftraint, and, when given 
up to refleCtion, fhe would ramble alone, 
through fcenes, whofe folitary erandeur 
affitted and foothed the melancholy of 
her heart.: Here fhe would retrace all 
the conduét of her. beloved Theodore, 
and ‘endeavour to recollect his exact 
countenance, his air and manner. Now 
fhe would weep at the remembrance, and 
then, fuddenly. confidering that he had 
> ae perhaps 
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perhaps already fuffered an ignominious 
death for her fake, even in confequence 
of the very action which had proved his 
Jove, a dreadful defpair would feize her, 
and, arrefting her tears, would threaten 
to bear down every barrier that fortitude 
and reafon couid oppofe. 

Fearing longer to truft her own 
thoughts, fhe would hurry home, and by 
a defperate effort would try to lole, i in the 
converfation cf La Luc, the remem- 
brance of the paft. Her melancholy, 
when he obferved it, La Luc attributed 
to a-fente cf the cruel treatment the 
had received from her father ; a circum~ 
ftance which, by exciting his compaffion, 

endeared her more {trongly to his heart ; 


while that love of rational converfation, 
which, in her calmer hours, fo fre. 


quent y appeared, opened to him a new 
fource of amufement in the cultivation 
of a mind eager for knowledge, and, 


fafceptib! e of all the energies of genius. 


She found 4 melancholy pleafure i in lif- 


tening 
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tening to the foft tones oF Clara’ slute, and 
would often foothe her mind, by attempt- 
ing to repeat the airs fhe heard. 

The gentlenefs of her manners, par- 
taking fo much’ of that penfive cha- 
racter which marked La Luc’s, was 
foothing to his heart, and tinctured his 
behaviour with a degree of tendernefs 
that imparted comfort to her, and gra- 
dually won her entire confidence and 
affection. She faw with extreme con-_ 
cern the declining ftate of his health, 
and united her efforts with thofe of the 
family to amufe and revive him. 

The pleafing fociety of which fhe 
partook, and the quietnefs of the coun- 
try, at length reftored her mind toa ftate 
of tolerable compofure. She was now 
acquainted with a‘l the wild walks of the 
neighbouring mountains, and, never tired 
of viewing their aftonifhing {cenery, fhe 
often indulged herfelf in traverfing alone 
their unfrequented paths, where now and 
then a peafant from a neighbouring vil- 

lage 
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lage was all that interrupted the profound 
folitude. She generally took with her a 
book, that if fhe perceived her thoughts 
inclined to fix on the one object of. her 
grief, fhe might force them to a fubje& 


lefs dangerous to her peace. -She had- 


become a tolerable proficient in Enelifh 
while at the convent where fhe received 
her education, and the inftruction of La 
Luc, who was well acquainted with the 
language, now ferved to perfect her. 
He was partial to the Englifh; he ad- 
mired their character, and the conftitu- 
tion of their laws, and-his library con- 
tuined a collection of their beft authors, 
particularly of their philofophers and 
poets. Adeline found that no fpecies 
of writing had power fo effectually to 
withdraw her mind from the contempla- 
tion of its own mifery as the higher kinds 
of poetry, and in thefe her tafte ‘foon 
taucht her to diftinguifh the fuperiority 
of the Englifh from that of the French. 
‘The genius of the language, more per- 

| haps 
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haps than the genius of the: people, if 
indeed the diftintion may; be allowed, 
ectaioned. this. 2 o> : fae 
_. She frequensly - aides a wala of: an’ 
!  swakelpeat or. Miltan,,.and, having *— 
gained: fome wild eminence, would feat - 
yerfelf, beneath the pines, whofe low ae : 
murmurs foothed her heart, and con- 
fpired with the vifions of the poet to lull 
her to forgetfulnefs of grief. 
One evening, when Clara was en- 
gaced at home, Adeline wandered alone 
10.a favourite. fpot among the rocks that 
bordered the lake. It was an eminence 
Fach commanded an entire view of the 
Jake, and of the ftupendous mountains 
that environed it. A few ragged thorns 
grew from the precipice beneath, which 
_ defcended perpendicularly to the water's 
edge ; and above rofe a thick wood of 
larch, pine, and fir, intermingled with . 
fome chefnut and mountain afh. The 
evening was fine, and the air fo full, 
that it {carcely waved the light leaves of 
the 
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the trees around, or rimpled the broad 
expanie ef the waters below. (Adeline 


» gazed ,on the fcene with a kind of ftill 
: rapture, and watched the fun finking 
‘amid a crimfon: glow, which tinted the 
* bofom of the lake and the {nowy heads 
; of the diftant.Alps. The delight which. 
" the fcenery-infpired, : 


«* Soothing each guft of paffion isto peace, 
_©© All but the fwellings of the foften’d heart, 
<* That waken, not difturb, the tranquil mind !”’ 


was now heightened by the tones of a 
French horn, and, looking on the lake, 
fhe perceived at fome diftance a p'eafure 
boat. As it was a fpectacle rather un- 
common 1n this folitude, fhe concluded 
the boat contained a party of foreigners 


come to view the wonderful fcenery of 


the country, or perhaps of Genevois, 
who chofe to amufe themfelves on alake, 
almoft as grand, though much lefs ex- 


tenfive, than their own; and the latter 
conjecture was probably juft. 


As 


gis 
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\/ As fhe liftened to the mellow and en- 


chanting tones of the horn, which pra- 
dually funk away im diftance, the fcene 
appeared more lovely than before, and 
finding it impeffible to forbear attempt- 
ing to paint in language what was fo 
beautiful in reality, fhe compofed the 


STANZAS. 


How fmooth that lake expands its ample breaft ! 
‘Where finiles in foften’d glow the fammer fky ; 

How vatt the rocks that o’er its furface reft ! 
How wild the fcenes its winding fhores fupply ! 


Now down the weftern fteep flow finks the fun, 
And paints with yellow gleam the tufted woods ; 


While here the mountain-fhadows, broad and dun, — 


Sweep o’er the chryfal mirror of the floods. 


Mark how his {ptendogr tips with partial light 
Thofe thatter’d battlements ! that on the brow 
Of yon bold promontory burit to fight 
From o’er the woods that darkly fpread below. 


Vor. III, F ~ In. 
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In the foft bluth of light’s-refle&ed power, 3° 
The ridgy rock, the woods shat. crown, its fteep, 
Th illumin’d battlement, and darker tow er, 
On the fmooth wave in trembling beauty fleép. 
Po ee ae He 3 ce : - 
But lo! the fun seeaily his fervid ray, 
And cold, and dim, the wat’ry vifions fail ; , 


While o’er yon cliff, whofe pointed craggs decay, 


' Mild Evening draws her thin empurpled veil ! 


How {weet that ftrain of melancholy horn ! 
That floats along the flowly-ebbing wave, 

And up the far-receding mountains borne, | 
Returns a dying clofe from Echo’s cave ! 


Hail! fhadowy forms of ftill, expreflive Eve ! 
Your penfive graces ftealing an my heart, 
Bid all the fine-attun’d emotions live, 
And Fancy all her lovelieft dreams impart. — 


La Luc obferving how much Adeline 
was charmed with the features of the 
country, and defirous of amufing ‘her 
melancholy, which, notwithftanding her 
efforts, was often too apparent, wifhed 
to fhew her other fcenes than thofe to 


which her walks were circumfcribed. 
He 


ee 
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_ He propofed:a party on “horfeback to 
take a nearer view of the Glaciers ; to 
attempt their afcent was.a difficulty and 
fatigue to which neither La Luc, in his 
prefent ftate of hea'th, or Adeline, were 
equal. She had not been accuftomed to 
Tide, fingle, and the mountainous road 
they were to pafs made the experiment - 
rather:dangerous ; but the concealed her 
fears, and they were not fufficient to 
make her with to forego an enjoyment 
fuch as was now offered her. 

..The following day was fixed fur this 
excurfion, La Luc and his party arofe 
at an early hour, and having taken a 
flight break faft, they fet out towards the 
Glacier of Montanvert, which lay at a 
few leagues diftance.. Peter carried a. 
{mall bafket of provifions ; 3 and it was . 
their plan to dine on fome Pleafane {pot 
in the open air. , 

. It is unneceffary to eterihe ths high 
enthufiam. of Adeline, the more com- 
placent pleafure of La Luc,. and the 

r2 tranfports 
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tran{fports of Clara, asthe fcenes of this. 


romantic country fhifted to their eyes. 
Now frowning in‘dark and gloomy grati- 
deur, it exhibited only tremendous rocks, 
and cataracts rolling from the heights 
into fome deep and narrow valley, along 
which their united waters roared and 
foamed, and burft away to regions in- 


acceflible to mortaf foot : and now the. 


fcene arofe lefs fiercely wild ; 


“¢ The pomp of groves and garniture of fields’? 


‘were intermingled with the ruder fea- 
tures of nature, and while the fnow froze 
on the fummit of the mountain, the vine 
blufhed at its foot. | 
Engaged in interefting converfation, 


and by the admiration which the country - 


excited, they travelled on tul ‘noon, 
when they looked: round for a pleafant 


fpot where they might reft and take re- - 


frefhment. At fome little diftance: they 
perceived the ruins of a fabric which 
had once been a caftle: it -ftood nearly 


on 


f sor | 

gi a point of rock that overhung a deep 
valley ; and its broken turrets rifing 
from amang the woods that embofomed 
it, heightened the picturefque cc! of 
the objet, | 

The edifice invited equoney and the 
fhades repofe—La Luc and his 
advanced. . 


4 


“© Deep ftruck with awe, oo mark'd the dome 
“* o’erthrown, - 

#6 Where once the beauty bicom’d, the walrlor 
‘« fhone s - 

“* They faw the ca//e’s mould’r ring tow’rs decay’d, 

“© The loofe ftone tottering °” er the trembling 
« fhade.*? 


They feated dentibtis on the grafs 
wader the fhade of fome high trees near 
the ruins. An opening in the. woods 
afforded a view of the diftant Alps+—the 
deep filence of folitude reigned. For 
fome time they. were loft in. meditation. 

Adeline felt a {weet complacency,. fuch 
as fhe had. long been a ftranger ta. 
ooking at..JLa Luc, fhe perceived a 

E 3 tear 
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tear ftealine down his cheek, while the 


elevation of his mind was ftrongly ex- — 
-preffed on his countenance. ' He turned © 


on Clara his.eyes, which were’ now filled 
with tendernefs, and made an effort to 
recover himfelf, . 

“ The ftillnefs and total feclufion of 
«* this fcene,”’ faid Adeline,” ** thofe ftu- 
“© pendous mountains, the gloomy gran- 
“ deur of thefe woods, together with 
“ that monument of faded glory on 
‘© which the hand of time is fo empha- 
“ tically impreffed, diffufe a facred en- 
‘** thufiam over the mind, and awaken 
“« fenfations truly fublime.” 


La Luc was going to fpeak ; but Peter _ 


coming’ forward, defired to know whe- 
ther he had’ not’ better open the wallet, 
as he.fancied his honour and the young 
ladies. muft be main hungry, jogging on 
fo far up hill and down before dinner. 
They. acknowledged the truth of honeft 
Peter’s ASEM ony and accepted his hint. 

he 2 Refrefh- 


eT, Pee ———_—_ 
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Refrefhments were fpread:on the grafs, 
and having feated themfelves under the 
canopy of waving woods, furrotinded by 
the fweets of: wild flowers, they inhaled 
the pure. breeze of the Alps, which 
might be called fpirit of air, and partook 
of a repaft which thefe ccna. 
rendered delicious. - 

When they arofe to depart,“ I am 
“e unwilling,” faid Clara, “ to quit this 
“ charming fpot. How delightful would 
“it be to pafs one’s life beneath thefe 
_ “ fhades with the friends who are dear 
“to one?”—La Luc fmiled at the ro- 
mantic fimplicity ofthe idea; but Ade- 
line fighed deeply to the image of feli- 
city, and of Theodore, which it recalled, 
and turned ‘away to conceal her tears. 

They now mounted their horfes, and- 
foon after.arrived at the foot of Montan-— 
vert. The emotions of Adeline, as fhe- 
cohtemplated in various points of view 
the aftonifhing objects around her, fur-' 
paffed all expreffion ; and the feelings 

F 4 of 
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of the whole party were too, ftrong to 
admit of converfation... The profopad 
ftillnefs which reigned in, thefe regions 
of folitude infpired awe, and heightened 
the fublimity of the coed tO an ex- 
guilite degree. —, 

“< Tt feems,” faid Aelia: sag 3 if we 
““ were walking over the ruins of. the 
““ world, and were the only perfons who 
“¢ had furvived the wreck. J can fcaree- 
‘“ly perfuade myfelf that we are not 


_ left alone on the globe,” . 


. “ The view of thefe objects,” faid 
La Luc, “ lift the foul to their Great 
“‘ Author, and we contemplate: with-a 


feeling almoft too yaft for humanity— 


“the fublimity of his nature in the 
“ orandeur of his works.”—La Luc 
raifed his eyes, filled with tears, to hea- 
ven,. and was for fome moments loft in 
filent adoration: 


.-They quitted thefe {cenes one ex- 


treme reluctance; but the hour of the 


ri and the een of the clouds, 
which 


es ES = oe 
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which’ feemed ‘gathering ‘for a’ ftorm, 
made them hafteri their departure. Ade- 
Hine almoft wifhed to have witneffed the 
trerhendous effeét of a Bonde spate ie 
-thefe'regioris., = 9° °° 

‘They returned’ to Leloncourt by a dif- 
ferent-route, andthe fhade of the over- 
hanging precipices was deepened by the 
gloom of the armofphere. It was even-- 
ing when they came within view of the 
lake, which the travellers rejoiced to fee,: 
for the ftorm fo long threatened was now 
faft approaching; the thunder murmur-. 
ed among the Alps; and'the dark-va- 
pours that rolled heavily along their fides. 
heightened their dreadful fublimity.. La 
Eue would have quickened his pace,. 
but the road winding down the fteep: 
fide of a mountain made caution. necef- 
fary.. The darkening air and the light- 
nings that now flafhed alongthe horizon: 
terrified Clara, but fhe withheld the ex- 
preffion of her fear in confideration of 

_ FEF ¢. her- 
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her father. A peal of thunder, which. 

fcemed to fhake the. earth. to. its founda-._ 
tions, and was reverberated in: tremen-: 
dous echoes from the. cliffs, burft. ever. - 
their heads. Clara’s horfe took frieght at: 


the found, and, fetting off, hurried. her 


with amazing velocity down the moun- 
tain towards the lake, which wafhed its. 
foot. The agony of La Luc, who view-, - 


ed her progrefs in the horrible expecta- 
tion of feeing her dafhed down the pre- 
cipice that bordered the road, is not to 
be defcribed. 


Clara kept her feat, bit terror had al.. 
moft deprived her-of fenfe.. Her efforts . 
to preferve herfe!f were mechanical, for. 
fhe {carcely knew what fhe did. The 


horfe, however, carried her fafely almoft 
to the foot of the mountain, but was 


making. towards the lake, when a gen-_ 
tleman who. travelled along the road. 


caught the bridle as the animal endea- 


voured.to pafs. The. fudden ftopping. 


of the horfe threw Clara to the ground, 
and, 
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and, impatient of reftraint, the animal 
burft. fromthe hand of. the firanger, and 
p'unged into the lake... ‘The.violence of 
the> fall: deprived her of: recollection ;) 
but while the ftranger endeavcured to. 
fupport her,: his fervant ran to .fetch 
water.  .' wv - oe a ee 
She foon recovered, and unclofing her - 
eyes, found herfelf in the arms of .a che-.. 
valier, who appeared to fupport her with 
difficulty. The compaffion expreffed in 
his countenance, while he inquired how 
fhe did, revived her fpirits, and fhe was 
endeavouring to thank him for his kind- 
nefs when La Luc and Adeline came up. 
The terror impreffed on her father’s fea- 
tures was perceived by Clara; languid 
as fhe was, fhe tried to raife herfelf, and 
faid, wiih a faint. {mile, which betray- . 
ed, inftead of difguifing, her fufferings, | 
<< Dear Sir, } am not hurt.” Her pale 
countenance and the blood that trickled 
down her cheek contradicted her words. . 
But La Luc, to-whom ‘terror had fug- - 
; F 6 gefted 


gefted the utmoft poffible evil, now..re 
joiced to heat her fpeak ; -he recalled 
fome prefence of mind, and while Ade. 
line applied her falts, he chafed: sual 
temples. - 

' When fhe sevieea fhe told hin how 
much fhe was obliged’to the ftranger. 
La Luc endeavoured to exprefs his grarb- 
tude; but the former interrupeing him, 
begeed he might be feared the pain of 
receiving thanks for having followed only 
an impulfe of: common humanity. 

They were new not far from Lelon= 
court; but the evening was almoft fhut 
in, and the thunder murmured deeply 
among the hills. La Luc was diftreffed 
how to’convey: Clara home. 

In endeavouring to raife her from the 
ground, the fianper betrayed fuch evi-. 
dent fymptoms of pain, that La Luc 
inquired concerning it. The fudden 
jerk which the horfe had given the arm 
of the chevalier, in efcaping from his 
hold, had violently fprained his fhoulder, 

and 
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and readered his urm-almoft-ufelefs. The 
‘pain was exquifte, and La Luc, ‘whofe 
fears for his: daughter -were. now ..fub- 
fiding,' was fhocked at che ¢ircumftance, 
and preffed the ftranger to accompany 
him to: the' village; where relief might 
be obtained. He. accepted.the: invita- 
tion, aid Clara; being at length placed 
on a-horfe led by her father, was con- 
ducted to the chateau. - 
- . When Madame, who had Basi look- 
ing out for La Luc fome time, perceived 
the cavalcade approaching, fhe was a- 
larmed, and her apprehenfions were con- 
firmed when fhe faw the fituation of her ~ 
niece. Clara was carried into the houfe, 
and La Luc would have fent for a fur- 
geon, but there was none within feveral 
leagues of the village, neither were there 
any of the phyfical profeffion within the 
fame diftance. Clara was. affifted to her 
chamber by Adeline, and Madame La 
Luc undertook to-examine the wounds, 
The refult reftored. peace to the family ;. 
for 
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for though fhe. was much: bruifed,~ the. . 


had.‘efcaped: material injury; a- flighe 


contufion,on the forehead. had oceafioned. - 
the bloodfhed which at firft alarmed: La: 
Luc. -: Madame-undertook ‘to reftore her. 
niece in a few days with the affiftance of. 
a balfam compofed .by herfelf, on: the: - 
virtues of which fhe defcanted with.great , 


eloquence, till interrupted by La Luc, 


who reminded her of the condition of. 


her patient. 
Madame having bathed Clara’s baie Si 


and given her a cordial of incomparable. 


efficacy, left her, and Adeline watched 


in the chamber of her friend till fhe re- 


tired to her own for the night. 


La Luc, whofe fpirits had fuffered 


much perturbation, was now tranquil- 


lized by the report his fifter made of. 


Clara. He introduced the ftranger, and 
having mentioned the accident he had 


met with, defired that he might have , 


immediate affiftance. Madame haftened 
to her clofet, and it 1s perhaps difficult to. 
determine 


ee a, 
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determine whether the felt moft toncern . 
for the fufferings of her gueft, or pleafure. 
at the .opportunity thus offered of dif-. 
playing her ‘phyfical fkill. .. However 
this might be, fhe quitted the room with | 
great -alacrity, and very quickly return- . 
ed with a phial containing her ineftima- 
ble balfam, and having given the necef- , 
{ary direction for the application of it,. 
fhe left: the ftranger to the care of his 
fervant. | 
La Luc infifted that the chevalier, M. 
Verneuil, fhould not leave the chateau 
that night, and he very readily fubmitted- 
to be detained. His manners during > 
the evening were as frank and engaging - 
as the hofpitality and gratitude of La 
Luc were fincere, and they foon entered : 
into interefting converfation. M. Ver-. 
neuil converfed like a man who had feen - 
much, and thought more; and. if he. 
difcovered any prejudice in his opinions, . 
it was evidently the prejudice of a-mind. 
| which, 
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which, feeing objects through the me— 
Gium of its own. goodnefs, :tinges thern 
with the hue of its predominant quality. 
Ia Luc was much pleafed, for, ih his re- 
tired fituation, he had not often an oppor= 
ty of receiving the pleafure which re-. 
fults from a communion of intelligent: 
minds. He found that M. Verneuil Had 
travelled. La Luc having afked fomée 
queftions relative to EEngland,. they felk 
into. difcourfe concerning the national 
characters of the French and Englith. 

- §¢ Tf itis the privilege of wifdom,”’ faid: 
M. Verneuil, ‘ to look beyond happi-- 
“ nefs, | own I had rather be without it.. 
“When. we obferve the Englifh, their 
‘« laws, writings, and canverfation, and 
“at the fame time mark their counte- 
‘* nances, mrafiners, and the frequency 
“of fuicide among them, we are apt to: 
‘““beheve that wifdom and -happinefs 


“are incompatible.;  If,. on the other- 


‘“hand, we turn to their neighbours, the 
| “ French,. 
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<. -French, and. fee: * their wretched POs 
SS: licy, their fparkling, but fophifticat 
‘*difcourfe, frivolous occupations, and; 
‘Swaithal, their gay-;animated: air, we 
“ thall. be compelled: 20 ‘acknowledge 
‘, chat’ happinefs .and: folly too often 
¥: dwell together.” : 
J tots: the end of wifdom,” faid La 
tae *© to attain. happihefs, and I can 
“ hardly dignify that condu& or courfe 
© of thinking which tends to mifery 
« © with the name of wifdom. By this 
“* rule, perhaps, the folly, as we term 
‘C4, of the Prench deferves, fince its 
‘© effect is happinefs, to be called wif- 
‘¢ dom. That airy thoughtleffhefs, which 
“© feems alike to:contemn reflection and 
*€ anticipation, produces all the effect of 
*¢ it without reducing its fubjects to the 
“* mortification of philofophy.” 

Difcourfing on the variety of opinions’ 
that are pal formed on the fame con- 

: dud, 


© Tt muft be remembered that this was {aid {ia 
the feventeenth century. 
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duét,- La Luc abferved how mitch that 


which is commonly ‘cailed opinion. is the ° 


refult of paffion and. temper.;. + 


“ True,” faid |M.:Verneuil,.%¢ there | 
“is a tone of thought, as.there is a key 


“‘ note in mufic, that leads: a!l its weaker 


“ affections, Thus where the powers-of — 
“ judging may be equal, the-difpofition — 


© to judge. is different at different timesy. 


“ and:the actions of men are at leaft but - 
© tog often arraigned by whim and:ca- 
“ price, by partial en and the hu- , 


‘* mour of the moment.’ 

Here La Luc took aceatan to repio- 
bate the conduct of thofe writers, who, by’ 
fliewing the dark fide on!y of human na-’ 
ture, and by dwelling on the evils only’ 
which, are incident to humanity, have’ 
fought to degrade man in his own eyes, 
and to make him difcontented with life.’ 
“© What fhouid we fay. of a painter,” 


continued, La Luc, ‘*. who collected in! 


‘¢his piece objects of a black hue only, 
éwho prefented you with a black man, 
“a black » 


— 
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‘a black horfe, a black dog, &t.- &c. 


‘and tells you that his is a picture of 


“ nature, and that nature is black?”— 
« *Tis. ttue,” you would reply, ‘thé 
*€ objects you exhibit ‘do exift in nature; 
“ but they form a’ very fmall part of het 
“ works, You fay that nature is black, 
“¢ and, to prove it, you have colleéted-on 
“ your canvafs all the ‘animals of this 
“‘ hae that exift. But you have ‘forgot 
‘€ to paint the green earth, the blue fky, 
‘the white man, and objects of -all 
ss eee various hues ‘with which creation 

‘ abounds.” 90°. 2 

The countenance of M. Verneuil ligh- 
tened with peculiar animation during the 
difcourfe of La Luc. ‘To think: well 
“of his nature,” faid he, ** is neceffary 
“ to the dignity and to the happinefs of 
«man. . There is a decent pride which 
“ becomes. every mind, and 1s conge- 
© nial-to virtue. That confcioufnefs of 
‘‘ innate dignity, which fhews him the 
et of his nature, will be his beft 


«Cc pro- 
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¢ protection from the-meannefs of vice. 
s Where this confcioufnefs is wanting,” 
’ continued M. Verneuil, “ there: an: be 
“no fenfe of moral honour, -and corfe- 
“ quently none of the higher principles. 
“ of action. What can bé expected of 
© him who fays that it is his- nature to’ be 
‘© mean and felfifh? Or who-can doube 
<¢ that he, who thinks thus, thinks from 
“* the experience of his own heart, from. 
*¢ the tendency of his own inclinations ? 
* Let it always be remembered, that he 
* who would perfuade men to be good, 

ought | to thew them that ey may be. 
‘* great.” 

‘* You fpeak,” faid La Luc, © with 
“the honeft enthufiafm of a virtuous: 
* mind ; and in obeying the impulfe of 
*‘ your heart, you utter the truths of 
‘¢ philofophy; and, truft me, a bad 
' © heart and a truly phiofophic head 
“has never yet been united in the 
‘* fame individual. Vicious inclinations. 
“ not only corrupt the. heart, but the: 

“* under~ 
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“ underftanding, and thus lead to falfe 
*« reafoniog. Mate: ~~ is on the fide 
€¢ truth. ey ke 

La. Lac and bis ak mnie 
pleafed with each other, entered upon 
the difcuffion of fubjects fo interefting 
to them both, that it was late before. ~" 
= sis the a 


CHAPTER 


CHAPTER XVIL.; ., 


_ «© *Twas fach a fcene as gave a kind relief 
: « To memory, in {weetly penfive grief.” 
~~ Virci’s Toms. 
«¢ Mine be the breezy hill, that fkirts the down, 
«< Where a preen grafly turfisall I crave, 
‘¢ With here and there a violet beftrown, 
<«¢ Faft by a brook, or fountain’s murmuring wave, 
«« And many an evening fun thine fweetly-on my 
“© grave.” The Minstreu. 


Repose had fo much reftored Clara, 
that when Adeline, anxious to know how 
fhe did, went early in the morning 
to her chamber, fhe found her already 
rifen, and ready to attend the family at 
breakfaft. Monfieur Verneuil appeared 
alfo, but his looks betrayed a want of 
reft, and indeed he had fuffered, during 
the night, a degree of anguifh from his 
arm, which it was an effort of fome re- 

folution 


— 
tet, 
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folution. to endure in filence. It was 
now {welled and fomewhat inflamed, 
and this might in fome degree be attri- 
buted to the effect off Madame La Luc’s 
balfam, whofe reftorative qualities had 
for once failed. The whole family fym- 
pathifed with his fufferings, and Ma- 
dame, at the requeft of M. Verneuil, 
abandoned .her balfam, and fubftituted 

an emollient fomentation. | 
From an application of this he, in a 
fhort time, found an abatement of the 
pain, and returned to the breakfaft table 
with-greater compofure. The happinefs: 
which La Luc felt at feeing his daughter 


‘in fafety was very apparent, but the warmth. 


of his gratitude towards her preferver he: 
found it dificult to exprefs. Clara fpoke 
the genuine emotions of her heart with 
artlefs, but modeft, energy, and teftified 


fincere concern for the fufferings which 


fhe had oacafioned M. Verneuil. 
The pleafure received from the com- 


pany of his gueft, and the confideration 
of 


[ wo J 
of the effential fervicevhe had rendered 
him, co-operated with: the natural hof- 


pitality of La’ Laic, and he'preffed MZ 
Verneuil to remain fome time at the cha-- 
teau. — “<I can never repdy the fervice ' 


“vou have. done’ me,” faid TLa Tuc; 
“* vet I feek to increafe my obligations 


“* to you by requefting you will: prolong” | 
“ your vifit,. and thus allow ‘me an ‘op=' 


Jae pormunity of euerisne — — 
“ tance.” | 

M. Verneuil, who at the time he met 
La Luc was travelling from Geneva to 4 
diftant part of Savoy, merely for thé 
purpofe of viewing the country, being 
now delighted with his hoft, and with 
every thing around: him, willingly ac- 
cepted the invitation. In- this circum- 


ftance prudence .concured with inclina-_ 


tion, for to have purfued his journey on 
horfeback, in his prefent’ fituation, would 
have been er . not ‘impratti- 
cable. 


; 
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The morning. was. fpent in. converfa-" 


tien, in which M..Vergeuil difplayed' a 
mind enriched with tafte,. enlightened 
by fcience, and enlarged by -obferva- 
tion. .The ficuation.of the chateau, and 
the features of the furrounding fcenery, 
charmed ‘him, and in the evening he 
found himfelf able to walk-with La Luc 
and.explore the beauties of this romantic 
region. As they. paffed through the vil- 


lage, the falutations of the peafants, in 


whom. love and refpeét were -equa'ly — 


- blended, and their eager inquiries after 
Clara, bore teftimony to the character of ' 


La Luc, while his countenance exprefied 


a ferene .fatisfaction, arifing from the - 


confcioufnefs of deferving and poffeffing 


their love.—** I live furrounded: by my - 


= 


** children,”’ faid he, turning to M. © 
Verneuil, who had noticed their eager-- 


nefs, “ for fuch 1 confider my parithio-- 
“ners. Ia difcharging the duties of 


“my office, I am repaid not only by 
“ my own confcience, but by their gra- 
Vou. IEl. G . © titude. 
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<< titude.. There is a luxury,-in obfer- 
“ ving. their fimple .and ,honeft love, 
*¢ which I would not. exchange. for :any. 
«¢ thing the world calls bleffings.” +25: -7 
“< Yet the world, Sir, would. call. the 

*¢ pleafures of which you {peak sromaity 
“ tic,” faid M. Verneuil; “ for to: be 
‘¢ fenfible of this pure and. exquifite de- 
*« light requires .a heart untainted with 
« the vicious pleafures, of fociety-——plea- 
« fures that deaden its fineft feelings, 
«and poifon the fource of its trueft. en- 
«« joyments,”—They purfued thew way 
along the borders of the lake, fometimes 
under the fhade of hanging woods, and 
fametimes over hillocks of turf, where 
the fcene opened.in all its wild magnifi- 
cence. M. Verneuil . often ftopped ia 
raptures to obferve, and point out, the 
fingular beauties it exhibited, while La 
Luc, pleafed with the delight his friend 
expreffed, furveyed with more than ufual 
fatisfaction the objeéts which had fo of- 
ten charmed him before. But there was 
| | _a tender 
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axender melancholy in ‘the tone of his 
voice and -his eounténance, which arofe 
from “tlie * récollection -of having often 
traced thefe:Icenes, ‘and pattook-of the 
pleafure they ‘infpired, with her who had 
lony fince:bade them an eternal farewel. 

"They prefently quitted the Jake, and, 
winding up'a ‘fteep afcent between the - 
woods, came, after an hour’s walk, to. a. 
green fummit, which appeared, among 
the favage rocks that environed it, like 
the blofiom'on the thorn, It was a fpot 
formed for folitary delight, in{piring that 
foothing tendernefs fo dear to the feeling 
mind; and which calls back to memory 
_ the ‘images of paffed regret, foftened by 
diftance, and endeared by trequent recol- 
leftion.. Wild thrubs grew from the 
crevices of the rocks beneath, and the 
hich trees of pine and cedar that waved 
above, afforded a melancholy and ro- 
mantic fhate. The filence of the {cene 
was interrupted only by the breeze as it 
rolled over the wcods, and by the foli- 

o G2 °. tary 
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tary netes of the: ead that inhabited .che- 


cliffs. | at oe sae 2 
From this point ne eye pene 
an entire view of thofe majeftic and fub- 


lime Alps whofe, afpeéct fills the foul with 
emotions of indefcribable awe, and feems . 


to lift it toa nobler nature. Fhe village, 
and the chateau of La Luc, appeared in 
the bafom of the mountains, a peaceful 
retreat from the ftorms that gathered on 
‘their tops. All the faculties. of M. Ver- 
neuil were abforbed in admiration,. and 
he was for fome time. quite filent; at 
length, burfting into arhapfody, he turn- 
ed, and would have addreffled La Luc, 
‘when he perceived him at .a diftance 
leaning againft a ruftic urn, over which 
drooped, in beautiful luxuriance, the 
weeping birch. 

As he approached, gtd quitted his 
pofition, and advanced to meet htm, 
while M. Verneuil inquired upon what 
occafion the urn had been erected. La 
Luc, unable to anfwer, pointed to it, 

and 


{ 125 ] 
and walked: filently away, ;and M. Ver- 
neuil, approaching ™ urn, read-the 


ales ian ies” eee 
wit. et NS Oats 5 ve yy, ely ee fer gt ee 
TO 
|THE MEMORY OF CLARA LA LUC, 
. THIS URN . 


R$ ERECTED ON THE SPOT WHICH SHE LOVED, 
| ‘AN TESTIMONY OF THE AFFECTION OF 
A Beatie aty 


tee 
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_M. Verneuil now comprehended the 
_whole, and, feeling for his friend, was 
hurt that he had noticed this monument 
-of his.grief. He rejoined La Luc, who 
was ftanding on the point of the emi- 
“nence contemplating the landfcape be- 
~ low with an air more placid, and touch- 
ed with the fweetnefs of piety and refig- 
nation. He perceived that M. Ver- 
neuil was fomewhat difconcerted, and he - 
‘fought to remove his uneafinefs. ‘ You 
“will confider it,” faid he, ** as a mark 
“& of my efteem that I have brought you 
“ to this fpot. It is never prophaned 
Ss G 3 cc by 


[ 326 ] 
By the prefence'of the unfeeling. 
.& Fhey would deride the faithfulnefs of 
‘an attachment which has fo long fur- 
- vived its object, and which, in their 
“ own breafts, would quickly have been 
“© loft amidft the diffipation of general fo- 
“ciety. I have cherifhed in my heart the 
““ remembrance of a woman whofe vir- 
© tues claimed all my love: I have che- 
“ rifhed it as atreafure to which I could 
“ withdraw from temporary cares’ and 
** vexations, in the. certainty of finding 
“a oor: though es com- 
© forts 
- LaLwue paufed.. M.. Verneuil spre 
fed the fympathy he felt, but he knew 
the facrednefs of forrow, and foon re- 
lapfed into fiience. ‘One of the brighteft 
« hopes of a future itate,”’ refumed La 
Luc, “ is, that we fhall meet again thofe 
« whom we have loved upon eaath. And 
“ perhaps our happinefs may be per- 
mitted to confift very much in the foa 
‘* ciety of our friends, purified from the 
frailties 
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« frailties of mortality, with. the.. finer 
affections more ‘{weetly. attuned, and 
“ with the faculiies, of mind infinitely 
‘more elevated and enlarged... . We 
“¢ fhall then. be enabled to comprehend 
© fubjects which are too vat for human 
© conception ; to comprehend, perhaps, 
the fublimiiy of that Deity who. firit 
© called us into being, _ Thefe views af 
-* futurity, my friend, elevate us above 
© the evils of this world, and feem to 
“ communicate to us 3 portion of..the 
** nature we contemplate.” | , 

<¢ Call them not the illufions of a vifi- 
“ onary brain,” proceeded La Luc: “ I 
© cruft in their reality. Of this I am cer- 
_ © tain, that whether they are ilufions or 
“not, a faith in them ought to be che- 
‘¢ rifhed for-the comfort it brings to the 
“heart, and reverenced for the dignicy 
‘ it imparts to the mind. Such feclings 
‘‘ make a happy and an important part 
“ of our belief in a future exiftence: 
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‘they give energy to virtue, and ftabi- 
. lity.te principles? > 20 66 tao i> 
|. This,” -faid M.. cual wali 
. © Thave often felty: and) what every in- 
*€ penuous mind mult acknowledge.” 

{la Luc and M. Verneuil continued in | 
converfation till the fun had left the fcene. 
_. The mountains, darkened. by twilight, 
. affumed a fublimer afpect, while the tops 
. of fome of the higheft Alps were yet-i- 
tumined by the fun’s rays, and formied:a 
. finixing contraft to the fhadowy obfcu- 
rity of the world below. As-they de- 
fcended- through the woods, and tra- 
verfed the margin of the lake, the ftill- 
nefs and folemnity of the hour diffufed a 
penfive fweetnefs over their minds, and 
funk them into filence. 

They-found fupper fpread as was afaat 
‘in the hall, of which the windows open- 
ed upon’a garden, where the. flowers 
might be faid to yield their fragrance in 
gratitude to. the -refrefhing. dews. . The 
windows were embowered with eglantine 

eee . and 
iy 


oon 


~ 
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. and other {weet fhrubs,. which vito in 


~ 


~ wild: luxuriance Jaréyind, ‘and: fotined a 


_ beautiful.and fimple décoration. . Clara 


and Adeline loved to’ pafs the even- 


_ings in this hall, where they had ac- 


quired the firft rudiments of aftronomy, . 


and from which they had a wide view of 
the heavens. La Luc pointed out to 
them the planets and the fixed ftars, ex- 


plained their laws, and from thence ‘tak- 


"ing ‘occafion to mingle moral with {cien- 
“tific inftruction, would: often afcend to- 
‘wards that.great firft caufe, whofe nature 


foars beyond the’ grafp of human com- 


prehenfion. 


‘““ No ftudy,” he would fometimes 


‘fay, “* fo much enlarges the mind, or 


“ impreffes it with fo fublime an idea of 


“© the Deity, as that of aftronomy. When — 
«€ the imagination launches into the re- ; 
‘« pions of {pace, and contemplates tHe/ 


‘¢ innumetable worlds which are {cattered 


€ through it, we are loft in aftonifhment 
‘and awe. This globe appears asa 
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 mafs of atoms in the inmenfit ity of 
‘the univerfe, and man a mere: infect. 
* Yet how wonderful !. that: man, ‘whofe 
“* frame is fo diminutive in the: {cate ‘of 
« being, fhould have powers which fpurn 
“the narrow boundaries of time and 
‘‘ place, foar beyond the fphere of his 
** exiftence, penetrate the fecret laws of 
*‘ nature, and calculate their progtef- 
“ five effects.” 
< O! how expreffively does this prove 

“< the fpirituality of our Being! Let the 
‘© materialift confider it, and blufh that 
** he has ever doubted.” | 

In this hall the whole family now met 
at fupper, and during the remainder of 


‘the evening the converfation turned upan 


general fubjeéts, in-which Clara joined in 
modeft and judicious remark. La Luc 


had taught her to familiarize her mind 
,to reafoning,, and had accuftomed her to 


deliver her fentiments freely: fhe fpoke 


‘them with a fimplicity extremely engag- 
ing, and which convinced her hearegs 


that, 
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thar the love of knowledge, not the va- 
nity, of. talking, induced her to converte. 
M. .Vernguil , evidently endeavoured to 
~ draw forth her fentiments, and Clara, i in- 
terefted by the, fubjects he introduced, a 
ftranger_ to affeCtation, and pleafed with 
the opinions he expreffed, an{wered them 
with franknefs and animation. _ They re- 
tired mutually pleafed with each other. 

M. Verneuil was about fix. and thirty ; 5 
his figure manly, his countenance frank 
-andengaging. A quick penetrating eye, 
whofe fire was foftened by benevolence, 
difclofed the chief traits of his charaéter 5 A 
he was quick to difcern,-but generous to 
excule, the follies of mankind ; 3 and while 
no one more fenfibly felt an injury, non¢ 
more readily accepted the conceff ion of 
an enemy. 
. He was by. birth a Frenchman. A ‘oe 
tune lately devolved to him, had enabled 
him to execute the plan, which his active 
and inquifitive mind had fugeefted, of 


~~ 


viewing the mott remarkable parts: of the 
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continent of Europe. He was peculiarly 
fulceptible of the beautiful and fublime 
in nature. . To fuch a tafte Switzerland, 
and the adj acent country, was, of all others, 
the moft interefting; and he found the 
fcenery it exhibited infinitely furpafiing 
all that his glowing imagination had 
formed ; he faw with the eye of a painter, 
and” felt with the rapture of a poet. 

In the habitation of La Luc he met 
with’ the hofpitalicy, ‘the franknefs, and 
the fimplicity, fo chara€teriftic of the 
country: in his venerable hoft he faw 
the ftrength of philofophy united ‘with 

the fineft tenderniefs of humanity—a phi- 

| lofophy_ which taught him to correét his 
feelings, not to annihilate them ; in Clara, 
the. bloom of beauty, with the moft 
perfect fimplicity of heart; and in Ade- 
line. all the charms of elegance and 
grace, with 4 genius deferving of tlie 
higheft culture. In this family picture 
the goodnefs of Madame La Luc was not 
unperceived oF forgotten. The -cheer-. 
fulnefs 
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fulriefs-and harmony that reigned within 
theldhtareatt was delightful ;* but'the phi* 
fanthropy which; flowing from the ‘heart 
of- the 'paftor, was diffirfed through thé 
whole village, afid-uitited the inhabiranté 
in the {weet and firm boards of focial com: 
pact, “was ‘divitie. “Fhe beauty ‘of its 
fituation: confpired ‘with thefe circurn- 
{tances to: make Leloncourt feem almoft 
a Paradife. M. Verneuil fighed that he 
mutt fo foon quit‘it. “ I ought to feek 
“no farther,” ‘faid he, “for here wif 
© dom and ‘happinefs dwell together.” 

“The admiration was reciptocal ; La 
Luc and his family found themfelves 
much “ititerefted ‘in M. Verneuil, and 
looked forward to the time‘of- his depar- 
ture-with regret. So warmity ‘they pref 
fet him ‘to prolong: his vifit, *aind: foi 
powerfully his éwn inclinations fetond:' 
ed’ theirs, that’ he accepted the’ invitas 
tion. ..La ‘Lut omitted no-circimitance 
which might contribute’ to the aimufe- 
ment of his gueft; ‘who* having ‘in: a 

eet oe few 
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few days recovered .the. ufe of . his-arm, 
they made feveral excurfions . among 
the mountains.. Adeline and Clara, 
whom the care :of Madame had. res 
ftored to her ufual health, were gener 
rally of the party. . ta, 


After {pending a week 2 at the chatens, 


M. Verneuil bade adieu to La Lac and 
his family; they. parted with mutual 
regret, and the former promifed that 
when he returned to Geneva, he would 
take Leloncourt in his way. _ As he faid 
this, Adeline, who had for fome time'ob- 
ferved, with much alarm, Ia Luc’s de- 
clining health, looked mourni{uily on hig 
languid countenance, and uttered a fe- 
cret prayer that he might live to receive 

the vifit.of M. Verneuil. 
- Madame was the only perfon sho did 
not lament his departure, fhe faw that 
the efforts of her brother to entertain 
his gueft were more than his prefent 
ftare of health would admut of, and fhe 
: rejoiced 
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_rejoiced in the quiet that would eile re- 
turn to him. | 

. But this quiet ead tatn no re- 
Spite from illnefs; the fatigue he had 
fuffered.in his late exertions feemed to 
have encreafed his diforder, which in a 
fhort.time affumed the afpect of a con- 
fumption. Yielding to the folicitations 
of his family, he went to Geneva for ad- 
vice, and was there recommended to try 
the air of Nice. 

The journey thither, however, was. of 
confiderable length, and believing his 
life to be very precarious, .he hefitared 
whether to go. He was alfo unwilling 
. to leave the duty of his parifh unper- 
formed for fo long a period as his health 
might require; but this was an objec- 
tion which would not have withheld 
him from Nice, had-his faith in the 
climate been equal to that of his phyfi- 
cians. 

His parifhioners.felt the = life of their 
paftor to be of the utmoft confequence 

to 
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to them. | Ie-was a peneral’ cate, arid 
they teftified 4t once his worth, ‘and their 
fenfe of it, by. going in a‘body to.folicit 
him to leave them. ~He, was much, af- 
feéted -by this inftance of -their attach- 
ment. Such a proof of regard, joined 
with’the entreaties of his own family, 
‘and‘a confideration that for their -fakeés 
it was a duty to endeavour to- prolong 
“his life; was too powerful to bé ‘with- 
_ ftood, and he ecteennee to’ > fet out. for 
Italy. - 

It was fettled that Clara and Adeline, 
whofe health La Luc thought required 
change of air and fcene, fhou'd accom- 
pany him, pienee My the faithful Pe- 
‘ter, 

_ On the morning of his departure, a 
large body of his parifhioners affemb‘ed 
round the door to bid him farewell. Ie 
‘was an affecting {cené; they might mect 
mo more. At length, wiping the tear’s 
from his eyes, ca Luc faid, “ “Let ug 
« ‘ cruft in God, my friends; he has 

power 
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- power to heal all’ diforders both of 


F¢: body. and mind, »We- fhall meet a3 
ffodainy if hot dn this world, =I hope:in 
Som better. ket aur condu& be fuch 
‘vas torenfore thad berter.? oss! - 

i: Phe fobs! of his people: prevented’a any 
eter “There was'fearcely a'dty eye in 
fhe village; for thete was fcarcely an 
inhabitant of it that was not now affem- 
bled ‘ini the prefence'fof ‘La“Luc. ‘He 
fhook hands with them’all, “ Farewell, 
“my friends, {aid he,” “‘we fhall'méet 
“again.” “ God grant we'may |” faid 
they,’ with one voice of Peas baie 
tion. 

Having ‘fnounted his’ horfe, and Clara 
and Ade’ine being ready, ‘they ‘todk a 
laft leave ‘of Madame La Luc, and 
quitted the ‘chateau. The people, un- 
willing 'to- leave Lia Luc,’ the ¢re iter 
part of them accompanied: him’to forme 
diftance from the village. As he moved 
flowly on he caft a laft lingering look ‘at 
his Hietle home, where he had sec fo 
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" many peaceful years, and which ‘he now 
gazed on, perhaps for the laft time, and 
tears rofe to his eyes; but he checked 
them. Every. fcene of the. adjacent 
country called up, as he. paffed, . fome 
tender remembrance. .He looked . to- 
wards the fpot,.confecrated to the me- 
mory of his deceafed wife; the dewy 
_ vapours of the,morning veiled it. ‘La 
_ Luc felt the difappointment more deep- 
ly, perhaps, than reafon could juttify ; 
but thofe who know from experience 
how much the imagination loves to 
- dwell on any object, however remotely 
connected with that of our tendernefs, 
will feel with him. - This was an object 
round which the affections of La Luc 
had fettled themfelves; it was a memo- 
rial to the eye, and the view of it a- 
wakened more forcibly in the miad 
every tender idea that. could affociate 
with the primary fubject of his regard. 
In fuch cafes fancy gives to the illufions 
” _ affetion, the ftamp of reality, 
| and 


. 
a eg as 
a 
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and they are cherifhed by: the pratt _ 


‘romantic fondnefs, 


..His people sical for 1 near 


a milefrom the village, and could fearce- 


Jy then be prevailed on to leave him ; 


at length he once more bade them fare- 


wel', and went.on his-way, followed ‘by 


_ their prayers and bleffings. 


La Luc and his little party travelled 


flowly on, funk in penfive filence—a fi- 
_ lence too pleafingly fad to be foon rekin- 
~quifhed, and which they indulged with- 
out fear of interruption. The folitary 
grandeur of the fcenes through which 


they paffed, and the foothing murmur 


of the pines that waved above, aided 


this foft luxury of meditation. 
They proceeded by eafy ftages ; and 
after travelling for fome days among the | 


_ romantic mountains and paftoral vallies of 


Piedmont, they entered the rich coun- 
ty. of Nice. The gay and luxuriant 
views which now opened upon the tra- 


yellers as they wound among the hills, 


appeared 
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' ‘appeased like: ‘fcenes: of ‘fairy enchant- 
 ment,:or thofe -produced “by ‘the lonely 
vifions of. the: Poets. While the’fpirdl 
fummits of the motiftalns exhibited the 
fnowy feverity:of winter, the piné; the 
cyprefs, the olive, andthe mytde faded 
- their fides with the green tints: of {pring 
cand groves of orange, lemon; diid citron, 
. Spread over their-feet the full eldw of au- 
-tumn. As they advanced, the  itéenéry 
became ftill more diverfified:; ‘and ‘at 
Jenoth, between the receding heighits, 
Adeline caught a glimpfe of the diftant 
.-waters ‘of the Mediterranean, fading into 
the blue’and cloudlefs*horizon. She had 
“never :till now feeh the ocean ¢ and this 
tranfient view of it roufed her imagina- 
tion; ‘and. made her watch pany 
for a nearer profpect. 

"It was towards the clofe of day whén 
the travellers, ‘winding round 4h abrupt 
projection -of that range of Alps whith 
crowns ‘the amphitheatre that environs 
i looked down upon the greem hills 
ree that 
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that, firetch. to the -fhores,. on the city; 
and its.antient ‘caffe; and.ion che wide 
waters, of the Meditesraneat ;- with the 
mouyntains..of. Corfica- in: the - fartheft 
diftance. Such.afweep of fea and land, 
fa-yaried.with.the gay, the magnificient 
and. the. awful, would have fixed . any 
eye..in | admiration >for, Adeline , and - 
Clara, novelty: and -enthufiafm added 
their charms to. the profpect:...The foft 
and falubrious. air feemed.ta welcome 
La Luc to this fmiling region, and.the 
ferene atmofphere: to promife. invariable 


fummer. . They at length defcended 


upon the. little plain, where .ftands the 
city of Nice, and which was the:moft . 
extenfive piece of level ground they.tad - 
paffed -fince they .entered thes county, - 
Here, in the bofom.of: the mountains, 
fheltered from the: north and she -eaft, — 
where the weftern: gales alone feemed . 
ta breathe,: all. the blooms of. fpring 


and the riches ef. autumn were united. 
Trees of mystle: bordered sthe road, 


which 


/ 
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which wound: among groves: of Grange, 
lemon, and bergamot,'-whofe: delicious . 


fragrance came’ to ‘the ‘fenfe’ iningted 


with che breath of tofes and catnatiéris’ 
that bloffomed in their’ fhade. The’ 
gently -fwelling hills that rofe ‘frdém’ the 
_ plain were covered with vines, ~ and’ 
_ crowned with cypreffes, olives, ahd‘ date’ 


trees ; beyond, there appeared the fweep 


of lofty mountains whence the travellers” 


had defcended, and whence flows the lit- 
tle river Paghion, fwoln by the fnows that 


melt on their fummits, and which, after’ 


meandering through the plain, -wafhes 


the wails of Nice, where it falls into’ 


the Mediterranean.’ In this blooming 
repion Adeline obférved that the coun- 
tenances of the peafants, meagre and 
difcontented, formed a'melancholy con- 


traft to: the face of the country, and fhe . 


lamented again the effects of an arbi- 


trary government, where the bounties - 


of nature, which were defigned for all, 


are — by a few, and the 


many 
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many.are fuffered to ftarve tantalized gd 
furrounding plenty. 

Th he city loft much of its sac nninene 
ona a. nearer approach :. its narrow ftreets 
and fhabby houfes but ill anfwered the 
expectation which.a diftant view of its 


ramparts and its harbour, gay with vef-. 


fels, feemed to authorife. The appear- 


ance of .the inn at which La Luc now . 


alighted, did not contribute to foften his 
difappointment ; but if he was furprifed 


to find fuch indifferent accommodation . 


at the inn of a town celebrated as the 
refort of valetudinarians, he was ftill 
more fo when he learned the cisticulty of 
procuring furnifhed lodgings. 


After much fearch he procured apart-- 


ments in a. fmall but pleafant houfe, 
fituated a little way out ef the town: it 
had a garden, and aterrace which over- 
looked the fea, and was diftinguifhed by 
an air of neatnefs very unufual in the 
houfes of Nice. He agreed to board 
with the family, whofe table likewife ac- 

commodated 
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commodated a gentleman and lady, their 
lodgers, and thus he became a temporary 
inhabitant of this charming climate. 

On the following morning Adeline 
rofe at an early hour, eager to indulge 
the new and fublime emotion with which 


a-view of the ocean infpired her, and 


watked with Clara toward the hills that 
afforded amore extenfive profpe&.’ They 
purfued their way for fome time between 
high embowering banks, till they aves 
at an eminence, whence 


‘¢ Heaven, earth, ocean, f{miled !’’ 


. They fatdown ona point of rock, over- 
fhadowed by lofty palm trees, to contem- 
plate at leifure the magnificent fcene. 
The fun was juft emerged from the fea, 
over which his rays fhed a flood of lighr, 
and darted a thoufand brilliant tints on 
the vapours that afcended the horizon, 


and floated there in light clouds, leaving . 


the bofom of the waters below clear as 


eae -_ where. the white furges 


were 


— 
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were feen to beat upon the rocks; and 
difcovering the diftant fails of the fith- 
ing bogts, and the far diftant highlands 
of Corfica, tinted with ztherial blue, 
Clara, after fome time, drew forth her 
pencil, but threw it afide in defpair. 
Adeline, as they returned home through 
a romantic glen, when her fenfes were 
no longer abforbed in the contempla- 
tion of this grand {cenery, and when its 
images floated on her memory, only, in 
foftened colours, repeated the following 
lines : 


SUN-RISE: A SONNET. 


Oft let me wander, at the break of day, 
Thro’ the cool vale o’erhung with waving woods, 
Drink the rich fragrance of the budding May, 
And catch the murmur of the diftant floods ; 
Or reft on the freth bank of limpid rill, 
Where fleeps the vi’let in the dewy thade, 
Where op’ ning lilies balmy fweets diftill, 
And the wild ere weeps along the glade: 
Vou. Il. H Or 
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Or climb the eaflern cliff, whofe airy head . 

Hangs rudely o’er the blue and miity dain 5 
Watch the fine hues of morn throu h ther fpread, 
* And paint with rofeate glow the chryftal_ plain. 
On! 1 who'can {peak the raptare of the foul“? 

. When-o’er the waves the fan firft tedlsto fight, 
And all the merle of waters, as. they roll, er 
So life’s young hour to man enchanting placa 
With fparkling health, and j Joy, and. d fancy’ s fairy 

wiles! = 


ee 


ia Pacin hiswalks wet widi fone 


fenfible and agreeable companions, .who- 


like himfelf came to Nice-in fearch of 
health. Of thefe he foon formed a {mall 
but pleafant fociety, among whom was 
a Frenchman, whofe_mild manners, 


marked with a deep and interefting 


melancholy, had particularly attracted 
La Luc. He very feldom - mentioned 
himfelf, or any circumftance that might 
lead to a knowledge of his family, but 
on other fubjeéts converfed with frank- 


nefs and much intelligence. La Luc 
_ 4 had 


hie ——— ee Be 


[ 147 J 

had frequently invited’ him to his tode. 
ings, “but he’ had always declined’ the 
invitation, ‘and “this in- a manner fo 
gentle. aS, tO. difarny difpleafure, and ccn- 
wingesLa Lac that his refufal was the 
confequence’ of “a certain dejectron of 
mind which made him Maat to meet 
other ftrangers. |” 

‘The ‘deleiouon which La Luc had 
given of this foreigner had excited the - 
curiofity of Clara, and the fympathy 
which the unfortunate feel for each 
other called forth the: commiferation’ of 
Adeline; for that he was unfortunate 
fhe could not doubt. On their return 
from an evening walk La Luc pointed 
out the chevalier, and gquickenéd his 
pace to overtake him. Adeline was. for- 
a.moment impelled to follow, but deli- 
cacy checked her fteps; fhe knew how 
peaful the prefence of a ftranger often 
is to a wounded mind, and forebore to 
intrude herfelf'on his.notice for the fake 
of only. fatisfying an idle curiofity. She 

Ho — . turned 
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turned therefore into another path ; but 
the delicacy which now prevented the 
meeting, accident in a few days defeat- 
ed, and La Luc introduced the ftranger. 
Adeline received him'with a foft fmile, 
but endeavoured to reftrain the expref- 
fion of pity which her features had invo- 
luntarily affumed ; fhe wifhed him not 
to know that fhe obferved a was” ‘un- 
happy. | 

After this interview he no longer re- 
jected the invitations of La Luc, but_ 
made him frequent vifits, and often ac~ 
companied Adeline and Clara in their 
rambles. The mild and fenfible con- 
verfation of the former feemed to footh 
his mind, and in her prefence he fre-— 
quently converfed with a degree of ani- 
mation which La Luc till hen had not 
obferved in him.’ Adeline too derived 
from the fimilarity of their tafte, and 
his intelligent converfation, a degree of 
fatisfaction which contributed, with the 
compaffion his dejection infpired, to win 
| : her 
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her confidence, and fhe converfed with an. 
eafy franknefs rather unufual to her. 
His vifits foon, became more frequent. 
He walked with La Luc and his family ; ; 
he attended them on their little excur- 
fions to. view thofe magnificent remains 
of, Roman antiquity which enrich the 
neighbourhoad of Nice. When the la- 
dies fat, at home and worked, he enli- 
vened the hours by reading to them, and 
they had the pleafure to obferve his fpi- 
rits fomewhat relieved from the heavy 
melancholy that had oppreffed him. 
_ M. Amand was paffionately fond of 
mufic. Clara had not forgot to bring 
her beloved lute: ke would fometimes 
ftrike the chords in the moft fweet and 
mournful fymphonies, but never could 
be prevailed on to play. When Ade- 
line or Clara played, he would fit in 
deep reverie, and loft to every object 
around him, except when he fixed his 
eyes in mournful gaze on Adeline, and 
a a fi igh would fometimes efcape him. — 
H 3 One 


bo 
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One evening Adeline’ having excused 


herfelf from accompanying La Tuc. and 
Clara in a viilt to.a neig hbouring family, 


fhe retired to the terrace of the garden, 


which overlooked the fea, and as fhe 
viewed the tranquil fpiendour of the fet- 
ting fun, and his glories reflected on the 
pohfhed furface of the waves, fhe touch- 
ed the flrings of the lute in fofteft hare 
mony, her voice accompanying: it with 


words which flie had one day written © 


after having read that rich effufion of 
Shakefpeare’s genius, “ A Miciummet 
*“ Night’s Dream.” ~ 


‘TITANIA TO HER LOVE. 


O! fly with-me thfough diftant air, 

To ifles that gem the weftern deep 
For laughing Summer revels there, 

And hangs her wreath on every fleep. 


As through the green tranfparent fea 
Light floating on its waves we go, 
The nymphs fhall gaily welcome me, _ 
Far in their coral caves below, 
For 
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For oft upon their margin fands, 
When Twilight leads the freth’ning hours, 
Z come with all my jocund bands’ 
"Focharm them from their fea-green bow’ rs. 


And well they love our {ports to view, 
And on the Ocean’s breatt to lave; 
And oft as we the dance renew, 
They call up mufic from the wave. 


Swift hie we to that {plendid clime, 
Where gay Jamaica fpreads her fcene, 

Lifts the blue mountain—wild—fublime ! 
And fmooths her vales of vivid green. 


Where throned high, in pomp of thade, 
The Power of Vegetation reigns, . 

Expanding wide, o’er hill and glade, 
Shrubs of all growth—fruit of all stains : 


She fteals the fun-beams’ fervid glow 
To paint her flow’rs of mingling hue ; 
And o’er the grape the purple throw, 
Breaking from verdant leaves to view. 


There, myrtle bow’rs, ae citron n grove, 
O’ercanopy our airy dance ; 

And there the fea-breeze loves to rove 
When trembles Day’s departing glance. 
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And when the falfe moon fteals away,.. ’ 
Ore’er the chacing morn doth rife, t 
Oft, fearlefs, we our gambols play i 
By the fire-worm’s radiant eyes. | 


And fack the honey’d reeds that {well 
In tufted plumes of filver white 5 : 

Or pierce the cocea’s milky cell, W 
To fip the neétar of delight ! ! 


And when the fhaking rere roll, _ , 
And lightnings ftrike athwart the gloom, | 
We thelter in the cedar’s bole, 
And revel ’mid the rich perfume f 


But chief we love beneath the palm, 
Or verdant plantain’s {preading leaf, 

Tohear, upon the midnight calm, 
Sweet Philomela pour her grief.§ i tit. 


To mortal fprite fuch dulcet found, 
Such blifsful hours, were never known ! 
© ! fly with me my airy round, | 
And I will make them all thine own ! 


Adeline ceafed to fing—when fhe im- 
mediately heard repeated in a low voice, | 
‘* ‘To mortal fprite fuch dulcét found, _ 

‘* Such blisful hours were never known !’?- 
and 
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and turning: her’ eyes whence’ it came, 
fhe faw M. Amand. ‘She blufhed and 
laid down the lute, which. he. inftantly 


took up, and with a tremulous hand 
drew forth tones _ 


«¢ That might create a foul under the ribs of Death. ss 


In a melodious Hoike: that rembled with 
fenfibility, he fang the following 


S-O. N WN E T. 


How {weet is Love’s firft gentle fway, 

When crown’d with flow’rs he foftly {miles ! 
His blue eyes fraught with'tearful wiles, | 

Where beams of tender tranfport play : 

Hope leads him on his airy way, -_ 
And Faith and Fancy fill beguiles— 
Faith quickly tangled i in her toils— 

‘Fancy, whofe magic forms fo gay 
The fair Deceiver’s felf deceive-—— 

«© How fweet is Love’s firft gentle fway !’? 
Ne’er would that heart he bids-to grieve. + 

From Sorrow’s foft enchantments ftray— . 

Ne’er—till the God exulting i in his art, 

Relentlefs frowns, and wings | th’ envenom’d dart! : 
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‘Monfieur Amand paufed : he feemed 
much oppreffed,; and at length, burtft- 
ing into tears, laid: down the inftrument 
and walked abruptly. away to the farther 
end of the terrace. Adeline, without 
feeming to obferve his agitation, rofe and 
leaned upon the wall, below which 2 
group of fifhermen were bufily employed 
In drawing anet.- Ina few moments he 
returned, with a compofed and foftened 
countenance. “ Forgive this abrupt con- 
duct,” faid he: “* I know not how to 
“ apologize for it but by owning its 
* caufe. When I tell you, Madam, that 
“‘ my tears flow to the memory of a 
“* Jady who ftrongly refembled - you, 
“* and who is loft to me for ever, you 
‘«* will know how to pity me.”—His 
voice faultered, and he paufed. Adeline 
was filent. .‘“¢ The lute,” he refumed, 
‘© was her favourite inftrument, and when 
** you touched it with fuch melancholy 
“* expreffion, I faw her very image be- 
* fore 
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“ -foreme. But.alas!. why dol diftrefs 
“‘vyou witta knowledge:of-my for- 
“¢:-rows ! fhe 1s gone, and riever. to return ! 
“And you, Adeline you” ——— He 
checked his fpeech ;. and. Adeline, turning 
on: hima look of mournful regard, ob- 
ferved a wildneds in his.eyes which alarm- 
ed-ber. “© Thefe: recollections ‘are too 
‘6 painful,” faid the, in-a gentle voice ; 
<¢ Jet us return to the houfe; M; IaLuc 
‘© is probably come home.”—‘< O no !’” 
replied M. Amand ;, “* No—this breeze’ 
‘© refrefhes me. . How often at this hour 
‘ have Ltalked with der, as] now talk with. 
‘© you! Such were the foft tones of her 
“© voice—fuch the ineffable expreffion of 
“© her countenance.”—Adeline interrupt- 
ed him. ‘ Let me beg of you to con- 
‘© fider your health—this dewy air can- 
“© not -be good for invalids.” He ftood 
with his hands clafped, and feemed not: 
to hear her. She took up the lute to go, 
and paffed her fingers lightly over the: 

| H 6 chords.. 
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chords. “The founds recalled his featter- 
ed fenfes : he raifed: his eyes, and fixed 
them in: long unfettled gaze upon:hers. 
‘© Muft I leave you here 2” fatd fhe, 
fmiling; and ftanding in am attttude-to 
depart—* I entreat you to play ‘again the 
“© air I heard juft now,” faid M. Amand, 
ina hurried voice,— Certainty ;” and 
fhe immediately began to play. He 
leaned againft a palm tree in an attitude 
of deep attention, and as the founds lan- 
cuifhed on the air, his features gra- 
dually loft their wild expreffion, and he 
melted into tears: Le continued to’ weep 
filently till the fong concluded, and it 
was fome time before he recovered voice 
enough to fay, ‘‘ Adeline, I cannot thank 
‘“‘ you for this goodnefs. My mind has 
“< recovered its bias, you have foothed 
“a broken heart. Increafe the kind- 
« nefs you have fhewn me by promifing 
““ never to mention what you have wit- 
“* neffed this evening, and J will endea- 

“ your 
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“ vpur never again to, wound your fen- 


“ fibility by, a. fimiljar offence.’’--dAde- 


ling gave. the required promife ;_ and M. 
Amand, prefling her hand,, with a me- 
lancholy {mule, hurried from the gar- 
den,. and fhe faw him .no. more that 
night. : ti. ae 

La Luc had ies, near a fortnight at 
Nice: and, his health, inftead of amend- 
ing, feemed rather to decline, yet he 
wifhed, to make a longer experiment of 
the climate. The air, which failed to 
reftore her venerable friend, revived 


_ Adeline, and the variety. and novelty of 


the furrounding f{cenes amufed her mind, 
though, fince they could not obliteratethe _ 
memory of paft, or fupprefs the pang of 
prefent affection, they were ineffectual to 
diffipate the fick languor of melancholy. 
Company, by compelling her to with- 
‘draw her attention from the fubjeat of , 
her forrow, afforded her a tranfient re-. 


lief, but the violence of the exertion ge- . 


neral'y 


= 
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nerally left her more depreffed. It: was 
in the ftillnefs of folicude,-in the cran- 
guil-obfervance of beautiful nature, that 
her mind recovered its tane, and indulg- 
ing the penfive inclination now become 
habitual to it, was feothed and fortified. 
Of all the grand objects which nature 
had exhibited, the ocean infpired herwith 
the moft fub lime admiration. She loved 
to wander alone on its fhores, and, wher 
fhe could efcape fo long from the duties 
or the forms of fociety, fhe would fit for: 
hours on the beach: watching the rolling 
waves, and liftening to their dying mur- 
mur, till her foftened fancy recalled 
long loft fcenes, and reftored the image 
of Theodore, when tears of defpondency 
too often followed thofe of pity and regret. 
But thefe vifions of memory, painful as 
they were, no longer excited that phrenzy 
of grief they formerly awakened in Savoy ; 
the fharpnefs of mifery was paffed, though 
its. heavy influence was not perhaps lefs: 
powerful. 
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powerful. To thefe folitary indulgences 
generally fucceeded calmnefs, and what 
Adeline endeavoured t to believe was re- 
fignation. 

She ufually rote carly, and walked 
down tothe fhore to enjoy, inthecool and 
filent. hours of the -morning, the cheer- 
ing beauty of nature, and inhale the pure 
fea-breeze. Every object then filed in 
frefh and lively colours. The blue fea, 
the brilliant fky, the diftant fifhing boats, 
with their white fails, and the voices 
of the fifhermen, borne at intervals on 
the air, were circumftances which re- 
animated her fpirits, and in one of her 
rambles, yielding to that tafte for poetry 
which had feldom forfaken her, fhe re- 
peated the following lines :. 


MORNING, 
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Veg . + 
Sa apace wale : nol ° . 


MORNING, ON THE SEA SHORE. ; 


What print of fairy feet is here | 
On Neptune’s fmooth and yellow fands ? 
What midnight revel’s airy dance, 
Beneath tne moon-beams’ trembling glance, 
Has bleft thefe fhores ?—~What fprightly bands . 
Have chac’d the waves uncheck’d by fear? .; 
Whoe’er they were they fled from morn, 
For now, all filent and forlorn,. _ 
Thefe tide-forfaken fands appear 
Return, {weet fprites! the fcene to cheer t 


In vain the call !—~TiH moonlight’s hour - 
Again diffufe its fofter pow’r,. 
Titania, nor her fairy loves, 
Emerge from India’s {picy groves. 
Then, when the fhad’wy hour returns, 
When filence reigns o’er air and earth, 
And ev’ry ftar in ether burns, 
_ They come to celebrate their mirth ; 
In frolic ringlet trip the ground, 
Bid Mufic’s voice on Silence win, 
Till magic echoes anfwer round— 
~Taus do their. feftive rites begin. 


O fairy 
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O fairy forms! {0 coy to mortal ken, 
Your myttic, fteps to poets only fhewn,. 
O! lead me to the brook, or hallow’d glen, 
Retiring far, with winding woods o’ergrown! 
Where’er ye beft delight to rule ; 
’ If in fome foreft’s lone retreat, 
Thither conduct my willing feet 
To the light brink of fountain cool, 
Where, fleeping in the midnight dew, 
Lie Spring’s young buds of ev’ry hue, 
Yielding their {weet breath to the air ; 
To fold their filken leaves from harm, 
And their chill heads in moonfhine warm, 
So bright Titania’s tender care. 


There, tothe night-bird’s plaintive chaunt 

Your carols {weet ye love to raife, 

’ With oaten reed and paf’ral lays ; 
And guard with forceful {pell her haunt, 

Who, when your aatic fports are done, 
Oft lulls ye in the lily’s cell, 

Sweet flow’r! that fuits your flumbers well, 

And thields ye from the rifing fan. 

When not to India’s fteeps ye Ay 

After twilight and the.moon, 
In honey’d buds ye love to lie, 

While reigns fupreme Light’s fervid noon; 
Nor quit the cell where peace pervades, 
Till night leads on the dews and fhades. 

E’en 
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E’en now your fcenes enchanted meet-my fight! _ 


I fee the earth unclofe, the palace rife, 
The high dome fwell, and long arcades of light 
Glitter among the deep embow’ring woods, 
_ And glance refle&ted from the trembling floods? 
While to foft lutes the portals wide unfold, 
And fairy forms, of fine zthertal dyes, 
Advance with frolic ftep and laughing eyes, . 
Their hair with pearl, their garments deck’d witts 
gold; 
Pearls that in Neptine’s briny waves they fought, 
And gold from India’s deepeft caverns ace 
Thus your light vifions to my eyesunveil, - 
Ye {portive pleafures, fweet illufions, hail * 
But ah! at morn’s firft blufh again ye fade ! 


So from youth’s ardent gaze life’s land{cape’ gays | 


And forms in Fancy’s faummer hues array’d, 
Diffolve at oncein air at Truth’s refplendent day ? 


During feveral days fueceeding that 
on which M. Amand had difclofed the 
caufe of his melancholy, he did not 
vifit La Luc. At length Adeline met 
him in one of her folitary rambles -on 


the hore. He was pale..and dejected, 


and feemed much. agitated when he .cb- 
ferved 
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ferved her; fhe ‘therefore: endeavoured 
to avoid him,‘ but he’ advanced ‘with 
quickened fteps’ and’ accofted ‘her. He 
faid it was his intention to leave Nice in 
a few days. -‘] have found no benefit 
« from the-climate,” added M. Amand ; 
« Aas! what climate can telieve the 
«© ficknefs of the heart! I go to lofe in 
‘¢ the varieties of new f{cenes the remem- 
“ brance of paft happinefs;- yet: the ef- 
“¢ fort is vain; I am every where equally 
4¢ reftlefs and unhappy.” Adeline tried 
to encourage him to hope much from 
time and change of place. “ Time 
§¢ wi/f-blunt the fharpeft edge of for- 
row,” faid fhe; ‘* I know it from expe- 
“rience.” Yet while fhe fpoke, the 
tears in her eyes contradicted the affer- 
tion of her lips. ‘* You have been un- 
“happy, Adeline!—Yes—I knew it 
“from the firft. The fmile of pity 
“which you gave me, affured me that 
** you knew what it was to fuffer.” The 
on air with which he {poke re-. 
newed | 
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newed her apprehenfion of a fcene. fimi- 
lar to'the one. fhe: had: lasely -witneffed, 
and fhe changed: the fubjeét, ' but he-fbon 
returned to it. ‘* You bid. me: hope 
“much from..time!—My wife!—My 
“dear wife !!’———his. tongue faultered 
—‘¢ Iris now many months fince_I loft 
““ her—yet the moment. Of: her death 
“feems but as yelterday.”.. Adgline 
faintly {miled: ‘* You can {carcely judge 
“of the effe& of time yet, you. have 
“ much to hope for.” He fhook :his 
head. ‘* But.L am again intruding my - 
* misfortunes on your . notice; forgive 
“ this perpetual egotifm. -There is 32 
“. comfort inthe pity of the good fuch 
“as nothing elfe.can impart; this muft 
“* plead my excufe; may you, Adeline, 
“* never want it.. Ah! thofe tears——” 
Adeline haftily dried them. M. Amand 
forbore to. prefs the fubject, and imme- 
diately began to converfe on indifferent 
topics.’ They returned towards the cha- 
ca but La Luc being from home, 

M. Amand 
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M. Amand took leave ac the door. -Ade- 
line! retired ‘to ‘her:‘chathber; oppreffed 
by lier'own suis and thofe. of herami-+ 

able friendv:2 cf a 
‘| Near: ihtee weeks had now: ere at 
Nice; during which the-diforder of La 
Luc-feemed rather to encreafe than to 
abave, whien his phyfician very honeftly 
confeffed the little hope he entertained 
from the climate, and advifed him to 
try the effect of a fea voyage, adding, 
that if the experiment failed, even the 
air of Montpellier appeared to hin more 
likely to afford relief than that of Nice. 
La Luc received this difinterefted advice 
with a mixture of gratitude and difap- 
pointment. The circumftances which 
had made him reluctant to quit Savoy, 
rendered him yet more fo to protract his 
abfence, and encreafe his expences; but 
the ties of affection that bound him to 
his family, and the love of life, which 
fo feldom leaves us, again prevailed over 
inferior confiderations, , and he. deter. 
mined 
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nmned to coaft the Mediterranean as fai: 
as Languedoc, where, # the.voyage did: 
not anfwer. his expeCations, he .wonld. 
land and proceed to Montpellier, -. .. ~. 
When M. Amand learned that-Iua- 
Luc defigned to quit Nice in a few days; : 
~ he determined not to leave it before him. : 
During this interval he had not fufficient - 
refolution to deny himfelf the frequent 
converfation of Adeline, though her pre-.: 
fence, by reminding him @f his loft wife, 
gave him more pain than comfort. He. 
was the fecond fon of a French gentle-.. 
man of family, and had been. married: 
about a year to a lady to whom he had 
long been attached when fhe died in her - 
lying-in. ‘The infant foon followed its 
mother, and lefr the difconfolate father - 
abandoned to grief, which had preyed 
fo heavily on his health, that his phyfi- 
cian thought it neceffary to fend him to 
Nice. From the air of Nice, however, 
he had derived no benefit, and he now. 
determined to travel farther into. Italy, 
though 
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though he na honger felt any intereft in: 
thofe. charming {cenes, which in happier 
days, and with her whora he never ceafed 
to lament,.. would have afforded him the. 
higheft. degree of mental luxury-——now 
he fought only to efcape; from. himfelf, 
or rather from the image of her who had. 
once conftituted his. trueft happinefs. 

La Luc. having laid his plan, hired a. 
{mall veffel, and in a few days embarked, 
with a ‘fick hope bidding adieu to the. 
fhores of Italy and the towering Alps, 
and feeking oa a new element the health 
which had hitherto mocked his purfuit. 

M. Amand took a melancholy leave 
ef his new friends, whom he attended to 
the fea fide. When he affifted Adeline 
on board, his heart was too full to fuffer 
him to fay farewell; but he ftood. long 
on the beach purfuing with his eyes her 
courfe.over the waters, :and waving his 
hand, till tears dimmed his fight. The: 
breeze wafted the veffel:gently from the 
coaft, and Adeline. faw berfelf furround-. 

: ed 
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ed by the undulating waves of the ocean. 
The fhore appeared to recede, its mourn- 
tains to leffen, the gay colours of its 
land{cape to melt into each other, and in 
a fhort time the figure of M. Amand was 
feen no more: the town of Nice, with its 
caftle and harbour, next faded away in dif- 
tance, and the purple tint of the moun- 
tains was.at length all that remained on 
the verge of the horizon. She fighed as 
fhe gazed, and her eyes filled with tears. 
© So vanifhed my profpeét of happi- 
“nefs,” faid fhe; ‘ and .my future — 
‘‘ view is like the wafte of waters that 
“ furround me.” Her heart was full, 
and fhe retired from obfervation to a 
remote part of the deck, where fhe in- 
dulged her tears as fhe watched the vef- 
fel cut its way through the liquid glafs. 
The water was fo tranfparent that fhe 
faw the fun-beams playing at a confider- 
able depth, and fifh of various colours 
glance athwart the current. Innumer- 
able marine plants fpread their vigorous 

leaves 
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_ leaves on the rocks below, and the rich- 


nefs of their verdure formed a beautiful 
contraft to the glowing fcarlet of the co- 
ral that branched befide them. 

The diftant coaft, at length, entirely 
difappeared. Adeline gazed with an 
emotion the moft fublime, on the bound- 


lefs expanfe of waters that fpread on all 


fides: fhe feemed as if launched into a 
new world; the grandeur and immen- 
fity of the view aftonifhed and over- 
powered her: for a moment fhe doubted 
the truth of the compafs, and believed 
it to be almoft impoffible for the veffel | 
to find its way over the pathtefs waters to © 
any fhore. And when fhe confidered 
that a plank alone feparated her from 
death, a fenfation of unmixed terror fu- 
perceded that of fubiimity, and fhe haf- 
tily turned her eyes from the profpeét, 
and her thoughts from the fubject. 


Voit. I. -J CHAP- 
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CHAPTER XVIH. 


«« Ts there a heart that mufic cannot melt? 
«s Alas! how is that rugged heart forlorn! 
«© Is there who ne’er the myftic tranf{ports felt 
«© Of folitude and melancholy born ? 
«© He need not woo the Mufe—he is her fcorn.”’ 
BEATTIE. 


i 


Towarps evening the captain, to. 


avoid the danger of encountering a Bar- 


bary corfair, fteered for the French coaft, 


and Adeline diftinguifhed in the gleam 
of the-fetting fun the fhores of Provence, 


feathered with wood and green with paf- 


turage. La Luc, languid and ill, had 
retired to the cabin, whither Clara at- 
tended him. The pilot at the helm, 
cuiding the tall veffel through the found- 
ing waters, and one folitary failor, lean- 
ing with croffed arms againft the matt, 

| and 
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_ and now and then finging parts of a 


mournful ditty, were all of the crew, 
except Adeline, that remained upon 
deck—-and Adeline filently watched the 
declining fun, which threw a faffron glow 
upon the waves, and on the fails, gently 
fwelling in the breeze that was now dy- 


ing away. The fun, at length, funk 


below the ocean, and twilight ftole over 


-the fcene, leaving the fhadowy fhores 


yet vifible, and touching with a folemn 
tint the waters that {tretched wide around. 


She fketched the ‘picture, but it was with 


afaint pencil  - 


NIGH T. 


O’er the dim breaft of Ocean’s wave 
Night fpreads afar her gloomy wings, 
And penfive thought, and filence brings, 
Save when the diftant waters lave; 
Or when the mariner’s lone voice 
Swells faintly in the pafling gale, 
Or when the {creaming fea-gulls poife 
O’er the tall maft and {welling fail, 
Iz Bounding 
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Bounding the grey gleam of the deep, 
Where fancy’d forms aroufe the mind, 
Dark {weep the fhores, on whofe rude fteep 
Sighs the fad fpirit of the wind. 
Sweet is its voice upon the air 
At ev’ning’s melancholy clofe, 
When the {mooth wave in filence flows ! 
Sweet, {weet the peace its ftealing accents bear! 
leit be thy fhades, O Night! and bleft the fong 
Thy low winds breathe the diftant fhores along ! 


As the fhadows thickened the fcene 
funk into deeper repofe. Even the fail- 
or’s fong had ceafed; no found was 
heard but that of the waters dafhing be- 
neath the veffel, and their fainter mur- 
mur on the pebbly coaft. Adeline’s 
mind was in unifon with the tranquillity 
of the hour: lulled by the waves, fhe 
reficned herfelf to a ftill melancholy, 
and fat Joft in reverie. The prefent mo- 
ment brought to her recollection her 
voyage up the Rhone, when feeking re- 
fuge from the terrors of the Marquis de 
Montalt, fhe fo anxioufly endeavoured 

to 
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to anticipate her future deftiny. She 
then, as now, had watched the fall of 
evening and the fading profpect, and fhe 
remembered what a defolate fecling had 
accompanied the impreffion which thofe 
objects made. She had then no friends 


—no afylum—no certainty of efcaping 


the purfuit of herenemy. Now fhe had 


found affectionate friends—a fecure re- 
treat—and was delivered from the térrors 
fhe then fuffered—but itill fhe was un- 
happy. The remembrance of Theo- 
dore—of Theodore who had loved her 
fo truly, who had encountered and fuf- 
fered fo much for her fake, and of whofe 
fate fhe was now as ignorant as when fhe 
traverfed the Rhone, was an inceffant 
pang to her heart. She fcemed to be 
more remote than ever from the pofMfibi- 
lity of hearing of him. Sometimes a 
faint hope croffed her that he had efcaped 
the malice of his perfecutor; but when 
fhe confidered the inveteracy and power 
of the latter, and the heinous light in. 

13 which 
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which the law regards an affault upon a 


fuperior officer, even this poor hope va- 


nifhed, and left her to tears and an- 
guifh, fuch as this reverie, which began 
with a fenfation of only gentle melan- 
choly, now led to. She continued to 
_miute tili the mcon arofe from the bofom 
of the ocean, and fhed her trembling 

luiire upon the waves, diffu fing peace, and 
making fiience more folemn; beaming 
a foit light on the white fails, and throw- 
ing upon the waters the long fhadow 
of the velTel, which now feemed to glide 
uway unoppofed by any current. Her 
tears had fomewhat relieved the anguifh 
of her mind, and fhe again repofed in 
p:acid melancholy, when a ftrain of fuch 
tender and entrancing {weetnels {tole on 
the filence of the hour, that it feemed 
more like celeftial than mortal mufic 
fo foft, fo foothing, it funk upon her 
ear, that it recalled her from mifery to 
hope and love. She wept again but 
thefe were tears which fhe would not 
have 
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have exchanged for mirth and joy. She 
looked round, but perceived neither fhip 
or boat; and as the undulating founds 
{welled on the diftant air, fhe thought 
they came from the fhore. Sometimes 
the breeze wafted them away, and again 
returned them in tones of the moft lan- 
guifhing foftnefs. The links of the air 
thus broken, it was mufic rather than 
melody that fhe caught, til, the pilot 
gradually fteering nearer the coaft, fhe 
diftinguifhed the notes of a fong familiar 
toherear. She endeavoured to recollect 
where fhe had heard it, but in vain; 
yet her heart beat almoft unconfcioufly 
with a fomething refembling hope. Still 
fhe liftened, till the breeze again ftole 
the founds. With regret fhe now per- 
ceived that the veffel was moving from 
them, and at leneth they trembled faint- 
ly on the waves, funk away at diftance, 
and were heard no more. She remained 
upon the deck a confiderable time, un- 
willing to relinquifh the expectation of 
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hearing them again, and their {weetnefs 
{till vibrating on her fancy, and at length 
retired to the cabin oppreffed by a degree 
of difappointment which the occafion did 
not appear to juftify. 

La Luc grew betier during the voy- 
age, his fpirits revived, and when the 
vefiel entered that part of the Mediter- 
ranean called the Gulf of Lyons, he was 
fufficiently animated to enjoy from the 
deck the nob!e profpect which the {weep- 
ing fhores of Provence, terminating in 
‘qhe far diftant ones of Languedoc, ex- | 
hibited. Adeline and Clara, who anx- 
ioufly watched his looks, rejoiced in 
their amendment ; and the fond wifhes 
of the latter already anticipated his per- 
fe&t recovery. Difappointment had too 
often checked the expectations of Ade- 
line, to permit her now to indulge an 
equal degree of hope with that of her 
friend, yet fhe confided much in the ef- 
fect of this voyage. 
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La Luc amufed himfelf at intervals 
with difcourfing, and pointing out the 
fituations of confiderable ports on the 
coaft, and the mouths of the rivers that, 
after wandering through Provence, dif- 
embogue themfelves into the Mediterra- 
nean. The Rhone, however, was the 
onty one of much confequence which he 
paffed. On this obje&t, though it was 
fo diftant that fancy, perhaps, rather 
than the fenfe, beheld it, Clara gazed 
with peculiar pleafure, for it came from 
the banks of Savoy; and the wave which 
fhe thought fhe perceived, had wafhed 
the feet of her dear native mountains. 
‘Lhe time paffed with mingled pleafure 
and improvement as La Luc defcribed 
to his attentive pupils the manners and 
commerce of the different inhabitants of 
the coaft, and the natural hiftory of the 
country ; or as he traced in imagination 
the remote wanderings. of rivers to. their 
fource, and delineated the characteriftic 
beauties of their {cenery- 
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_ After a pleafant voyage of a few days, 
the fhores of Provence receded, and 
that of Languedoc, which had long 
bounded the diftance, became the grand 
object of the fcene, and the failors drew 
near their port. They landed in the after- 
noon at a final] town fituated at the foot 
of a woody eminence, on-the right over- 
looking the fea, and on the left the rich 
plains of Languedoc, gay with the pur- 
ple vine. La Luc determined to defer 
his journey till the following day, and 
was directed to a {mall inn at the extre- 
mity of the town, where the accommo- 
dation, fuch as it was, he endeavoured 
to be contented with. 

In the evening the beauty of the hour, 
and’ the defire of exploring new fcenes, 
invited Adeline to walk. La Luc was 
fatigued, and did not go out, and Clara 
remained with him. Adeline took her 
way to the woods that rofe from the 
margin of the fea, and climbed the wild 
eminence on which they hung: Often 
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as fhe went fhe turned her eyes to catch 
between the dark faliage the blue waters 
of the bay, the white fail that flitted by, 
and the trembling gleam of the fetting 
fun. When fhe reached the fummit, 
and looked down over the dark tops of 
the woods on the wide and various prof- 
pect, fhe was feized with a kind of frill 
rapture impoflible to be expreffed, and 
ftood unconfcious of the flight of time, 
till the fun had left the fcene, and twi- 
light threw its folemn fhade upon the 
mountains. ‘The fea alone reflected the 
fading fplendor of the Weft; its tran- 
quil furface was partially difturbed by the 
low wind that crept in tremulous lines 
along the waters, whence rifing to the 
woods, it fhivered their light leaves, and 
died away. Adeline, refigning herfelf 
to the luxury of fweet and tender emo- 
tions, repeated the following lines: 
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SUN-SET. 


Soft o’er the mountain’s purple brew 
Meck Twilight draws her fhadows grey ; 
From tufted woods, and vallies low, 
Light’s magic colours fteal away. 
Yet ftill, amid the fpreading gloom, 
R efplendent glow the weftern waves, 
That roll o’er Neptune’s coral caves, 

A zone of light on Ev’ning’s dome. 
On this lone fummit let me reft, 

And view the forms to Fancy dear, 

Till on the Ocean’s darken’d breaft 

The ftars of Ev’ning tremble clear ; 

Or the moon’s pale orb appear, 

_ Throwing her line of radiance wide, 
Far o’er the lightly-curling tide, 
That feems the yallow fands to chide. 

No founds o’er filence now prevail, 

Save of the dying wave below, 
Or failor’s fong borne on the gale, 

Or oar at diftance ftriking flow. 
So fweet! fotranquil! may my ev’ning ray 
Set to this world—and rife in future day i 


Adeline 
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Adeline quitted the heights, and fol- 
lowed a narrow path that wound to the 
beach below: her mind was now parti- 
cularly fenfible to fine impreffions, and 
the fweet notes of the nightingale amid 
the ftillnefs of the woods again awakened 
her enthufiafm. 


TO THE NIGHTINGALE. 


‘Child of the melancholy fong ! 
O yet that tender ftrain prolong ! 


Her lengthen’d fhade when Ev’ning flings, 
From mountain-cliffs, and foreft’s green, 
And failing flow on filent wings, ' 
Along the glimm’ring Weft is feen ; 
I love o’er pathlefs hills to ftray, 
Or trace the winding vale remote, 
And paufe, {weet Bird! to hear thy lay 
While moon-beams on the thin clouds float, 
Till o’er the mountain’s dewy head 
Pale Midnight fteals to wake the dead. 


Far through the Heav’ns’ eztheria] blue, 
Wafted on Spring’s light airs you come, 
With blooms, and flow’rs, and genial dew, 
From climes where Summer joys to roam, 
O! welcome to your long-loft home ! 
“© Child 
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«« Child of the melancholy fong !”? 
Who lov’ ft the lonely woodland-glade- 
To mourn, unfeen, the boughs among, 
When Twilight fpreads her penfive thade, 
Again thy dulcet voice I hail! 
O! pour again the liquid note 
That dies upon the ev’ning gale ! 

For Fancy loves the kindred tone ; 
Her griefs the plaintive accents own. 
She loves to hear thy mufie float 

At folemn midnight’s fillet hour, 
And think on friends for ever loft, 
On joys by difappointment cro, 
And weep anew Love’s charmful pow’r ! 


Then, Memory wakes the magic fmile, 

Th’ impafion’d voice, the,melting eye, 
That won’t the trufting heart beguile, 

And wakes again the hopelefs figh ! 
Her fkill the glowing tints revive 

Of f{cenes that Time had bade decay : 
She bids the foften’d Paffions live— 

‘The Paflions urge again their fivay. 
Yet o’er the long-regretted fcene 

Thy fong the grace of forrow throws ; 
A melancholy charm ferene, 

More rare than al] that mirth beftows. 
Then hail, fweet Bird! and hail thy penfive tear f 
To Take, to Fancy, and to Virtue, dear ! 


The 
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The fpreading dufk at length remind- 
ed Adeline of her diftance from the inn, 
and that fhe had her way to find through 
a wild and lonely wood: fhe bade adieu 
to the fyren that had fo long detained 
her, and purfued the path with quick 
iteps. Having followed it for fome 
time, fhe became bewildered among the 
thickets, and the increafing darknefs did 
not allow her to judge of the direction 
fhe was in. Her apprehenfions heigh- 
tened her difficulties : fhe thought fhe 
diftinguifhed the voices of men at fome 
little diftance, and fhe increafed her fpeed 
till fhe found herfelf on the fea fands 
over which the woods impended. Her 
breath was now exhaufted—the paufed 
a moment to recover herfelf, and fear- 
fully liftened ; but, inftead of the voices 
of men, fhe heard faintly {welling in the 
breeze the notes of mournful mufic.— 
Her heart, ever fenfible to the impref- 
fions of melody, melted with the tones, 
and her fears were for a moment lulled . 

in 
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in fweet enchantment. Surprize was 
foon mingled with delight, when, as the 
founds advanced, fhe diftinguifhed the 
tone of that inftrument, and the melody 
of that well known air, fhe had heard a 
few preceding evenings from the fhores 
of Provence. But fhe had no time for 
conjecture—footfteps approached, and 
fhe renewed her fpeed. She was now 
emerged from the darknefs of the woods, 
and the moon which fhone bright, ex- 
hibited along the level fands the town 
and port in the diftance. The fteps that 
had followed now came up with her, and 
fhe perceived two men, but they paffed 
in converfation without noticing her, and 
as they paffed fhe was certain fhe recol- 
Jeéted the voice of him who was. then 
fpeaking. Its tones were fo familiar to 
her ear, that fhe was furprifed at the 
imperfe€&t memory which did not fuffer 
her to be affured by whom they were 
uttered. Ancther ftep now followed, 
and a rude voice called to her to ftop. 

As 
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As fhe haftily turned her eyes fhe faw 
imperfectly by the moonlight a man in 
a failor’s habit purfuing, while he re- 
newed the call. Impelled by terror, 
fhe fled along the fands, but her fteps 
were fhort and trembling—thofe of her 
purfuer’s ftrong and quick. 

_ She had juft ftrength fufficient to reach 
the men who had before paffed her, 
and to implore their prote¢tion, when 
her purfuer came up with them, but 
fuddenly turned into the woods on the 
Jeft, and difappeared. 

She had no breath to anfwer the in- 
quiries of the ftrangers who fupported 
her, till a fudden exclamation, and the 
found of her own name, drew her eyes 
attentively upon the perfon who uttered 
them, and in the rays which fhone ftrong 
upon his features, fhe diftinguifhed M. 
Verneuil !—Mutual fatisfaction and ex- 
planation enfued, and when he learned 
that La Lucand his daughter were at the 
inn, he felt an increafed pleafure in con- 

ducting 
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duéting her thither. He faid that he 
had accidenta'ly met with an old friend 
in Savoy, whom he now introduced by 
the name of Mauron, and who had pre-— 
vailed on kim to change his route and 
accompany him to the fhores of the Me- 
diterranean. They had embarked from 
the coaft of Provence only a few prece- 
ding days, and had that evening landed 
in Languedoc on the eftate of M. Mau- 
ron. Adeline had now no doubt that 
it was the flute of M. Verneuil, and 
which had fo often delighted her at 
Leloncourt, that fhe had heard on the 

fea. | 
When they reached the inn they found 
La Luc under great anxiety for Adeline, 
in fearch of whom he had fent feveral 
people. Anxiety yielded to furprize and 
pleafure, when he perceived her with 
M. Verneuil, whofe eyes beamed with - 
unufual animation on feeing Clara. ' Af- 
ter mutual congratulations, M. Verneuil 
obferved, and lamented, the very indif- 
ferent 
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ferent accommodation which the inn af- 
forded his friends, and M. Mauron im- 
mediately invited them to his chateau 
with a warmth of hofpitality that over- 
came every {cruple which- delicacy or 
pride could oppofe. The woods that 
Adeline had traverfed formed a part of 

his domain, which extended almoft to — 
the inn; but he infifted that his carriage | 
fhould take his guefts to the chateau, - 
and departed to give orders for their re- 
ception, The prefence of M. Vernueil, — 
aad the kindnefs of his friend, gave to 
La Luc an unufual flow of fpirits; he 
converfed with a degree of vigour and 
livelinefs to which he had long been un- 
accuftomed, and the fmile of fatisfaction 
that Clara gave to Adeline expreffed how 
much fhe thought he was already bene- 
fited by the voyage. Adeline anfwered - 


. her look with a {mile of lefs confidence, 


for fhe attributed his prefent animation 
to a more temporary caufe. 


About 
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“About half an hour after the departure 
of M. Mauron, a boy, who ferved as wai- 
ter, brought a meffage from a chevalier 
then at the inn, requefting permiffion to 
fpeak with Adeline. The man who had 
purfued her along the fands inftantly oc- 
curred to her, and fhe {carcely doubted 
that the {tranger was fome perfon belong- 
ing to the Marquis de Montalt, perhaps the 
Marquis himfeif, though that he fhou!d 
have difcovered her accidentally, in fo 
obfcure a place, and fo immediately upon 
her arrival, feemed very improbable. 
-With trembling lips, and a countenance 
pale as death, fhe enquired the name of 
the chevalier. The boy was not ac- 
quainted with it. La Luc afked what fort 
of a perfon he was; but the boy, who 
underftood little of the art of defcribing, 
gave fuch a confufed account of him, 
that Adeline could only learn he was not 
large, but of the middie ftature. This 
circumftance, however, convincing her 
it_ was not the Marquis de Montalt 

whe 
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who defired to fee her, fhe afked whe- 
ther it would be agreeable to La Luc 
to have the ftranger admitted. La Luc 
faid, “ By all means;” and the waiter 
withdrew. Adeline fat in trembling ex- 
pectation till the door opened, and 
Louis de la Motte entered the room. 
He advanced with an embarraffed and 
melancholy atr, though his countenance 
had been enlightened with a momentary 
pleafure when he firft beheld Adeline— 
Adeline, who was ftill the idol of his 
heart. After the firft falutations were 
over, all apprehenfions of the Marquis 
being now diffipated, fhe enquired when 
Louis had feen Monfieur and Madame 
La Motte. 

“* Tought rather to afk you that quef- 
“tion,” faid Louis, in fome confufion, 
‘* for I believe you have feen them fince 
‘‘T have; and the pleafure of meeting 
“* you thus is equalled by my furprize. 


“JT have not heard from my father for. 


** fome time, owing probably to my re- 
“ giment 
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« piment being moved to new quar- 

“ ters.” | 
He looked as if he wifhed to be inform- 
ed with whom Adeline now was; but as 
this was a fubject upon which it was im- 
poffible fhe could fpeak in the prefence 
- of La Luc, fhe led the converfation to 
general topics, after having faid that 
Monfieur and Madame La Motte were 
well when fhe left them. Louis fpoke 
little and- often looked anxioufly at Ade- 
line, while his mind feemed labouring un- 
der {trong oppreffion. She obferved this, 
and recollecting the declaration he had 
made her on the morning of his departure 
from the Abbey, fhe attributed his prefent 
embarraffinent to the effect of a paffion 
yet unfubdued; and did not appear to no- 
tice it. After he had fat near a quarter 
of an hour under a ftruggle of feelings 
which he could neither conquer or con- 
ceal, he rofe to leave the room, and as 
he paffed Adeline, faid, in a low voice, 
“« Do permit me to {peak with you alone 
“ for 
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“ for five minutes.” She hefitated in 
fome confufion, and then faying there 
were none but friends prefent, begged he 
would be feated.—* Excufe me,” faid 
he, in the fame low accent; ‘* What I 
“ would fay nearly concerns you, and 
*youonly. Do favour me with a few 
“< moments attention.” He faid this 
with a look that furprifed her; and hav- 
ing ordered candles in another room, 
fhe went thither. 

Louis fat for fome moments filent, and 
feemingly in great perturbation of mind. 
At length he faid, “I know not whether 
** to rejoice or to lament at this unexpect- 
‘“‘ ed meeting, though, if you are in fafe 
“hands, I ought certainly to rejoice, 
‘“ however hard the tafk that now falls 
“to my Jot. Iam not ignorant of the 
“* dangers and perfecutions you have fuf- 
“ fered, and cannot forbear expreffing 
““my anxiety to know how you are 
“< now circumftanced. Are you indeed 
“with friends ?”’—* I am,” faid- Ade- 
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1h. hide; «¢ M. La Motte has informed you” 


“No,” replied Louis, with a deep 
figh, ‘ not my father.”——He paufed.— 
«« But I do indeed rejoice,” refumed he. 
‘©O! how fincerely I rejoice! that you 
‘are in fafety. Could you know, lovely 
«’ Adeline, what I have fuffered!”’ 
He checked himfelf.—‘* I underftood 
“ you had fomething of importance to 
“fay, Sir,” faid Adeline; “ you muft 
“ excufe me if I remind you that I have 
«© not many moments to {pare.” 

‘© It is indeed of importance,” replied 
Louis; ‘ yet I know not how to mention 
«¢ it—how to foften——This tafk is too 
“© fevere. Alas! my poor friend!” 

“Who is it you fpeak of, Sir!” faid 
Adeline, with quicknefs. Louis rofe 
from his chair, and walked about the 
room. ‘I would prepare you for what 
«T have to fay,’ he refumed, “ but 
upon my foul I am not equal to it.” 

‘< ] entreat you to keep me no longer 


“in fufpence,” faid Adeline, who had ~ 
a wild 
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a wild fufpicion that it was Theodore he 


would {peak of. Louis ftill hefitated. 
« Ts it—O is it?—I conjure you tell me 


“ the worft at once,” faid fhe, in a | 


voice of agony. ‘“‘ I can bear it——in- 
<¢ deed I can.” 

“< My unhappy friend !” excluined 
Louis! “* O Theodore !”—** Theodore!” 
faintly articulated Adeline, “ he lives 
« then!” “© He does,” faid Louis, 
“ but’—He ftopped.—‘ But what ?” 
cried Adeline, trembling violently; ‘ If 
“<< he is living you cannot tell me worfe 
“ than my fears fuggeft; I entreat you, 
“ therefore, not to hefitate.”—Louis 
refumed his feat, and, endeavouring to 
affume a collected air, faid, * He is 
“* living, Madam, but he is a prifoner, 
‘© and—for why fhould I deceive you? 
« JT fear he has little to > hope in this 
« world.” 

‘* IT have long feared fo, Sir,” faid 
Adeline, in a voice of forced compo- 
fure; ‘© you have fomething more ter- 
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“© mble than this to relate, and I again 
*¢ intreat you will explain yourfelf.” 

“© He has every thing to apprehend 
“ from the Marquis de Montalt,’’ faid 
Louis. ‘* Alas! why do I fay to appre- 
“ hend? His judgment is already fixed 
«© —he is condemned to die.” 

At this confirmation of her fears a 
death-like palenefs diffufed itfelf over 


the countenance of Adeline; fhe fat 
«. motionlefs, and attempted to figh, but 


= feemed almoft fuffocated. Terrified at 


\ 


\. 


\ 


~* 


her fituation, and expecting.to fee her 
faint, Louis would have fupported her, 
but with her hand fhe waved him from 
her, unable to fpeak. He now called 
for affiftance, and La Luc and Clara, 
with M. Verneuil, informed of Ade- 
line’s indifpofition, were quickly by her 

fide. | 
At the found of their voices fhe look- 
ed up, and feemed to recollect herfelf, 
when uttering a heavy figh fhe burft 
inte tears. La Luc rejoiced to fee her 
weep, 
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weep, encouraged her tears, which, after 
fome time, relieved her, and when fhe 
was able to fpeak, fhe defired to go beck 
to La Luc’s parlour. Louis attended 
her thither; when fhe was better he 


would have withdrawn, but La Luc 


begged he would ftay. 

“ You are perhaps a relation of this 
“ young lady, Sir,” faid he, “ and may 
‘ have brought news of her father.”— 
“ Not fo, Sir,’ replied Louis, hefitat- 
ing. « This gentleman,” faid Ade- 
line, who had now recollected her dim- 
pated thoughts, “* is the fon of the M. 
“© La Motte, whom you may have heard 
“ me mention.”—Louis feemed fhocked 
to be declared the fon of a man that had 
once ‘acted fo unworthily towards Ade- 
line, who, inftantly perceiving the pain 


her words occafioned, endeavoured to 


foften their effect by faying that La Motte 
had faved her from imminent danger, 
and had afforded her.an afylum for many 
months. Adeline fat in a ftate of dread- 

K 2 ful 


_ — 196 J] 
ful folicitude to know the particulars of 
Theodore’s fituation, yet could not ac- 
quire courage to renew the fubject in the 
prefence of La Luc; fhe ventured, how- 
ever, to afk Louis if his own regiment 
was quartered in the town. 

He replied that his regiment lay at 
Vaceau, a French town on the frontiers 
of Spain; that he had juft croffed a part 
of the Gulph of Lyons, and was on his 
way to Savoy, whither he fhould fet out 
early in the morning. 

“ We are lately come from thence,” 
faid Adeline; ‘ may I afk to what part of 
«< Savoy you are going?” —** To Lelon- 
* court,” he replied—— To Lelon- 
§© court!’ faid Adeline, 1n fome fur- 
prize.— 1 am a ftranger to the country,” 
refumed Louis; “ but I go to ferve my 
“ friend. You feem to know Lelon- 
«© court.”—="* [ do indeed,” faid Ade- 
line.—‘* You probably know then that 
“<M. La Luc lives there, and will guefs 
*£ the motive of my journey.” 

| « © heavens! 
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“ O heaven! isit poffible?” exclaim- 
ed Adcline—* is it poffible that Theo- 
“‘ dore Peyrou is a relation of M. ‘.a 
“ Luc!” 

“ Theodore! what of my fon?” afk- 
ed La Luc, in furprize and apprehen- 
fion.— Your fon!” faid Adeline, in 
a trembling voice, ‘ your fon !”—The 
aftonifhment and anguifh depictured on 
her countenance increafed the apprehen- 
fions of this unfortunate father, and he 
renewed his queftion. But Adeline was 
totally unable to anfwer him; and the 
diftrefs of Louis, on thus unexpectedly 
difcovering the father of his unhappy 
friend, and knowing that it was his tafk 
to difclofe the fate of his fon, deprived 
him for fome time of all power of utter- 
ance, and La Luc and Clara, whofe fears 
were every inftance heightened by this 
dreadful filence, continued to repeat their 
queftions. 

At length: a fenfe of the approaching 
fu Herings of the good La Lucovercoming 
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every other feeling, Adeime recovered 
ftrength of mind fufficient to try to foften 
the intelligence Lours had to commu- 
nicate, and to conduét Clara to another 
room. Here fhe colleéted refolution to 
tell her, and with much tender confide- 
ration, the circumftances of her brother’s 
{iruation, concealing only her knowledge 
ot his fentence being already pronounc-- 
ed. This relation neceffarily included 
the mention of their attachment, and in 
the friend of her heart Clara difcovered 
the innocent caufe of her brother’s de- 
ftruction. Adeline alfo learned the oc- 
cafion of that circumftance which had 
contributed to keep her ignorant of 
‘Eheodore’s relationfhip to La Luc; fhe 
was told the former had taken the name 
ef Peyrou, with an eftate which had 
been left him about a year before by 
a relation of his mother’s upon that con- 
dition. Theodore had been defigned for 
the church, but his difpofition inclined 


him to amore active life than the clerical 
habit 
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habit would admit of, and on his accef- 
fion to this eftate he had entered into the . 
fervice of the French king. 

In the few and interrupted interviews 
which had been allowed them at Caux, 
Theodore had mentioned his family to 
Adeline only in general terms, and thus, 
when they were fo fuddenly feparated, 
had, without defigning it, left her in 
ignorance of his father’s name and place 
of refidence. . | 

The facrednefs and delicacy of Ade- 
line’s grief, which had never permitted 
her to mention the fubject of it even to. 
Clara, had fince contributed to deceive 
her. 

The diftrefs of Clara, on learning 
the fituation of her brother, could in- 
dure no reftraint; Adeline, who, by 
a {trong effort of mind, had command- 
ed her feelings fo as to impart this intelli- 
gence with to erab‘e compofure, was now 
almoft overwhelmed by her own and Cla- 
ra’s accumulating fufferings. While they 

™ K 4 wept 
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wept forth the anguifh of their hearts, a 


fcene, if pofiible, more affecting paffed be- 


tween La Luc and Louis, who perceived 
it was neceffary to inform him, though 
cautioufly and by degrees, of the full ex- 
tent of his calamity. He therefore told 
La Luc, that though Theodore had been 
firft tried for the offence of having quit- 
ted his pot, he was now condemned on 
a charge of affault made upos his gene- 
ral officer, the Marquis de Montalt, who 
_ had brought witneffes to prove that his 
life had been endangered by the circum- 
ftance; and who having purfued the pro- 
fecution with the moft bitter rancour, 
had at length obtained the fentence which 
the law could not withhold, but which 
every other officer of the regiment de- 
plored. : 
Louis added, that the fentence was to 
be executed in lefs than a fortnight, and 
thac Theodore being very unhappy at 


receiving no an{wers to the letters he had’ 


fent his father, wifhing to fee him once 
more, 
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moore, and knowing that there was now 
no time to be loft, had requefted him to 
go to Leloncourt and acquaint his father 
with his fituation. 

La Luc received the account of his 
fon’s condition with a diftrefs that admit- 
ted neither of tears or complaint. He 
afked where Theodore was, and defiring 
to be conducted to him, he thanked 
Louis for all his kindnefs, and ordered 
poft horfes immediately. 

A carriage was foon ready, and this 
unhappy father, after taking a mournful 
leave of M. Verneuil, and fending a 
compliment to M. Mauron, attended by 
his family, fet out for the prifon of his 
fon. The journey wasa filent one; each 
individual of the party endeavoured, in 


- confideration of each other, to fupprefs 


the expreffion ef grief, but was unable 
to do more. La Luc appeared calm and 
complacent; he feemed frequently to be 
engaged in prayer; but a ftruggle for 

K 5 refignation 


[ 202 } 
refignation and compofure was fometimes 
vifible upon his countenance, notwith- 
ftanding the efforts of his mind to con- 
ceal it. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XIX. 


«¢ And venom’d with difgrace the dart of Death.”’ 


SEWARD, 


WE now return to the Marquis de 
Montalt, who having feen La Motte 
fafely lodged in the prifon of D y 
and learning the trial would not come 
on immediately, had returned to his villa 
on the borders of the foreft, where he 
expected to hear news of Adeline. It 
had been his intention to follow his 
fervants to Lyons; but he now deter- 
mined to wait a few days for letters, 
and he. had little doubt that Adetine, 
fince her flight had been fo quickly pur- 
fued, would be overtaken, and probably 
before fhe could reach that city. In this 
expectation he had been miferably dif- 
appointed ; for his fervants informed him,. 

 K6 that 
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that thcugh they traced her thither, they 
had neither been able to follow her route 
beyond, nor to difcover her at Lyons. 
This efcape fhe probably owed to hav- 
ing embarked on the Rhone, for it does 
not appear that the Marquis’s people 
thought of feeking her on the courfe of 
— that river. | 

His prefence was foon after required 
at Vaceau, where the cowrt martial was 
then fitting; thither, therefore, he went, 
with paffions ftill more exafperated by 
his late difappointment, and procured 
the condemnation of Theodore. The 
fentence was univerfally lamented, for 
Theodore was much beloved in his regi-~ 
ment ; and the occafion of the Marquis’s 
perfonal refentment towards him being 
known, every heart was interefted in his 
caufe. 

Louis de la Motte happening at this time 
to be ftationed in the fame town, heard 
an imperfect account of his ftory, and 
pene convinced that the prifoner was the 


young 
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young chevalier whom he had formerly 
feen with the Marquis at the Abbey, he 
was induced partly from compaffion, and 
partly with a hope of hearing of his 
parents, to vifithim. The compaffionate 
fympathy which Louis expreffed, and 
the zeal with which he tendered his fer- 
vices, affected Theodore, and excited in 
him a warm return of friendfhip. Louis 
made him frequent vifits, did every thing 
that kindnefs could fuggeft to al'eviate 
his fufferings, and a mutual efteem and 
confidence enfued. 

Theodore at length communicated the 
chief fubject of his concern to Louis, 
who difcovered, with inexpreffible grief, 


that it was Adeline whom the Marquis 


had thus cruelly perfecuted, and Adeline 
for whofe fake the generous Theodore 
was about to fuffer. He foon perceived 
a'fo that Theodore was his favoured 
rival; but he generoufly fuppreffed ‘the 
jealous pang this difcovery occafion- 
ed, and determined that no prejudice of 

: paffion 
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paffion fhould withdraw him from the 
duties of humanity and friendfhip. He 
eagerly inquired where Adeline then re- 
fided. ‘* She is yet, I fear, inthe power 
“¢ of the Marquis,” faid Theodore, figh- 
ing deeply. ‘* O God !—thefe chains !” 
—and he threw an agonizing ‘glance 
- uponthem. Louis fat filent and thought- — 
ful; at length ftarting from his reverie, 
he {aid he would go to the Marquis, and 
immediately quitted the prifon. The 
Marquis was, however, already fet off 
for Paris, where he had been fummoned 
to appear at the approaching trial of La 
Motte; and Louis, yet ignorant of the 
late tranfactions at the Abbey, returned to. 
the prifon, where he endeavoured to for- 
get that Theodore was the favoured rival 
of his love, and to remember him only 
as the defender of Adeline. So earnett- 
ly he preffed his offers of fervice, that 
Theodore, whom the filence of his father 
equally furprifed and afflicted, and who 
was very anxious to fee him once again, 

| accepted. 
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accepted his propofal of going himfelf 
to Savoy. ‘ My letters I ftrongly fuf- 
«© peét to have been intercepted by the 
“Marquis,” faid Theodore; “ if fo, 
“’my poor father will have the whole 
“weight of this calamity to fuftain at 
“ once, unlefs I avail myfelf of your: 
*¢ kindnefs, and I fhall neither fee him 
¢ or hear from him before I die. Louis ! 
‘¢ there are moments when my fortitude 
‘ fhrinks from the conflict, and my 
‘¢ fenfes threaten to defert me.” 

No time was to be loft; the warrant 
for his execution had already received the 
king’s fignature, and Louis immediately 
fet forward for Savoy. The letters of 
Theodore had indeed been intercepted 
by order of the Marquis, who, in the 
hope of difcovering the afylum of Ade- 
line, had opened and afterwards de- 
ftroyed them. 

But to return to La Luc, who now 
drew near Vaceau, and who his family 
obferved to be greatly changed in his 

looks 
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looks fince he had heard the late cala- 
mitous intelligence; he uttered no com- 
plaint; but it was too obvious that his dif- 
order had madea rapid progrefs. Louis, 
who, during the journey, proved the 
goodnefs of his difpofition by the deli- 
cate attentions he paid this unhappy par- 
ty, concea'ed his obfervation of the de- 
cline of La Luc, and, to fupport Ade- 
line’s fpirits, endeavoured to convince 
her that her apprehenfions on this fubjec& 
were groundlefs. Her f{pirits did indeed 
require fupport, for fhe was now within 
a few miles of the town that contained 
Theodore ; and while her increafing per- 
turbation almoft overcome her, fhe yet 
tried to appear compofed. When the car- 
riage entered the town, fhe caft a timid 
and anxious glance from the window in: 
fearch of the prifon; but having paffed 
through feveral ftreets without perceiving 
any building which correfponded with her 
idea of that fhe looked for, the coach. 
ftoppedat the inn. The frequent changes 

in 
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in La Luc’s countenance betrayed the 
violent agitation of his mind, and when 
he attempted to alight, feeble and ex- 
haufted, he was compelled to accept the 
fupport of Louis, to whom he faintiy 
faid, as he paffed to the parlour, “‘ I am 
indeed fick at heart, but I truft the pain 
‘* will not be long.” Louis preffed his 
hand without fpeaking, and _ haftened 
back for Adeline and Clara, who were 
already inthe paffage. La Luc wiped 
the tears from his eyes (they were the 
firft he had fhed)-.as they entered the 
room. ‘I would go immediately to 
“ my poor boy,’ faid he to Louis ; 
“¢ yours, Sir, is a mournful office—be fo 
“ good as to conduct me to him.” He 
rofe to go, but, feeble and overcome with 
prief, again fat down. Adeline and Clara 
united in entreating that he would com- 
pofe himfelf, and take fome refrefhment, 
and Louis urging the neceffity of pre- 
paring Theodore for the interview, pre- 
vailed with him to delay it till his fon 

fhould 
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fhou'd be informed of his arrival, and 
imnmediate'y quitted the inn for the prifon 
of his friend. When he was gone, La. 
Luc, asa duty he owed thofe he loved, 
tried to take {ome fupport, but the con- 
vulfions of his throat would not fuffer 
him to fwaliow the wine he held to his 
parched lips, and he was now fo much 
difordered, that he defired to retire to 
his chamber, where alone, and in 
prayer, he paffed the dreadful interval. — 
of Leuis’s abfence. 

Clara on the bofom of Adeline, who 
fat in calm but deep diftrefs, yielded to 
the violence of her grief. ‘I fhall lofe 
“¢ my dear father too,” faid fhe; “I fee 
“‘ it: I fhall lofe my father and my bro- 
“ ther together :” Adeline wept with 
her friend for fome time in filence; and 


_ then attempted to perfuade her that La 


Luc was not fo ill as fhe apprehended. 
** Do not miflead me with hope,” 
fhe rephed, “ he will not furvive the 
“© fhock of this calamity—lI faw it from 
“ the 
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‘¢ the firft.” Adeline knowing that La 
Luc’s diftrefs would be heightened by 
the obfervance of his daughter's, and 
that indulgence would only encreafe its 
poignancy, endeavoured to roufe her 
to an exertion of fortitude by urging the 
neceffity of commanding her emotion’ 
in the prefence of her father. ‘ This 
‘* is poffible,” added fhe,” ‘ however. 
“ painful may be the effort. You muft 
« know, my dear, that my grief is not 
« inferior to your own, yet 1 have hi- 
“ therto been enabled to fupport my 
“ fufferings in filence, for M. L.a Luc 
“¢ I do, indeed, love ‘and reverence as 
“© a parent.” 

TLouis meanwhile reached the prifon 
of Theodore, who received him with 
an air of mingled furprize and impa- ¢ 
tience. “ What brings you back fo 
*© foon,” faid he, ‘ have you heard 
“ news of my father?” Louis now 
gradual'y unfolded the circumftances of 
their meeting, and La Luc’s arrival at 

Vaceau. 
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Vaceau. A various emotion agitated 
the countenance of Theodore, on receiv- 
Ing this intelligence. ‘* My poor fa- 
“© ther!” faid he, ‘* he has then followed 
‘* his fon to this ignominious place! Lit- 
“¢ tle did I think when laft we parted he 
“< would meet me ina prion, under con- 
‘© demnation !’’ This reflection rouled an 
impetuofity of grief which deprived him 
for fome time of fpeech. ‘ But where is 
“ he?” faid Theodore, recovering him- 
felf ; “ now he is come, I fhrink from 
*© the interview I have fo much withed 
“for. The fight of his diftrefs will be 
“ dreadful to me. Louis! when I] am 
“© gone—comfort my poor father.” Flis 
voice was again interrupted by fobs ; 
and Louis, who had been fearful of 
‘acquainting him at the fame time of 
the arrival of La Luc, and the difco- 
very of Adeline, now judged it proper 
to adminiter the cordial of this latter. 
intelligence. 


The 
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The glooms of a prifon, and of ca- 
lamity, vanifhed for a tranfient mo- 
ment; thofe who had feen Theodore 
would have believed this to be the in- 
 ftant which gave him life and liberty. 
When his firft emotions fubfided, « J] 
«will not repine,” faid he; ‘© fince 
“J know that Adeline is_preferved, 
“and that I fhall once more fee my 
“ father, I will endeavour to die ‘with 
“refignation.” He enquired if La 
‘Luc was then in the prifon; and was 
told he was at the inn with Clara and 
Adeline. ‘* Adeline! Is Adeline there 
“‘ too!—This is beyond my hopes. Yet 
“© why do I rejoice? I muft never fee her 
“ more: this is no place for Adeline.” 
Again he relapfed into an agony of 
diftrefs—and again repeated a thoufand 
queftions concerning Adeline, till he 
was reminded by Louis that his father 
was impatient to fee him---when, fhock- 
ed that he had fo lone detained his 
friend, he entreated him to conduct 
La 
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La Luc to the prifon, and endeavoured 
to recollect fortitude for the approaching 
interview. 

When Louis returned to the inn La 
Luc was {till in his chamber, and Clara 
quitting the room to call him, Ade- 
Jine feized with trembling impatience 
the opportunity to enquire more parti- 
cularly concerning Theodore, than fhe 
chofe to do in the prefence of his un- 
happy fifter. Louis reprefented him 
ta be much more tranquil than he really 
. was: Adeline was fomewhat focthed by 
the account ; and her tears, hitherto re- 
{trained, flowed filently and faft, till 
La Luc appeared. His countenance 
had recovered its ferenity, but was im- 
preffed with a deep and fteady forrow, 
which excited in the beholder a mingled 
emotion of pity and reverence. ‘* How 
“is my fon? fir,” faid he as he entered 
the room. ‘* We will go to him imme- 
diately.”’ 

Clara 
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Clara renewed the entreaties that had 
been already rejected, to accompany her 
father, who perfifted in a refufal. “* To- 
“© morrow you fhall fee him,” added 
he;” “but our firft meeting muft be 
“alone. Stay. with your friend my 
‘© dear; fhe has need of confolation.” 
When La Luc was gone, Adeline, un- 
able longer to ftrugele againft the force 
of grief, retired to her chamber and her 
bed. 

La Luc walked filently towards the 
_ prifon, refting on the arm of Louis. 
It was now night: a dim lamp that 
hung above fhewed them the gates, 
and Louis rung a bell; La Luc, al- 
moft overcome with agitation, leaned 
again{ft the poftern till the porter ap- 
peared. He enquired for Theodore, 
and fo:lowed the man, but when he 
reached the fecond court yard he feemed 
ready to faint, and again {ftopped. Louis 
defired the porter would fetch fome wa- 
ter; but La Luc, recovering his voice, 

faid 
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faid he fhould be foon better, and would 
not fuffer him to ga. Ina few minutes he 
was able to follow Louis, who led him 
through feveral dark paffages, and up a 
flight of fteps to a door, which being 
unbarred,. difclofed to him the prifon of 
his fon. He was feated at a {mall table, 
on which ftood a lamp that threw a fee— 
ble light acrofs the place fufficient only 
to fhew its defolation and wretchednefs. 
When he perceived La Luc he fprung 
from his chair, and in the next moment 
was in his arms. ‘* My father!” faid 
he in a tremulous voice. “ My fon!” 
exclaimed La Luc; and they were for 
fome time filent, and locked in each 
other’s embrace. At length Theodore 
led him to the only chair the room af- 
forded, and feating himfelf with Louis 
at the foot of the bed, had leifure to 
obferve the ravages which illnefs and 
calamity had made on the features of 
his parent. La Luc made feveral ef- 
forts to fpeak, but unable to articulate, 

laid 
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laid his hand upon his breaft and fighed 
deeply. Fearful of the confequence of 
fo affecting a fcene on his fhattered 
frame, Louis endeavoured to call off 
his attention from the immediate object 
of his diftrefs, and interrupted the filence; 
but La Luc fhuddering, and complain- 
ing he was very cold, funk back in his 
chair. His condition roufed Theodore 
from the ftupor of defpair; and while 
he flew to fupport his father, Louis 
ran out for other affiftance.—* I fhall 
foon be better, Theodore,” faid La Luc, 
unclofing his eyes, ‘the faintnefs is 
“‘ already going off. I have not been 
« well of late; dnd this fad meeting!” 
Unable any. longer to command himfelf, 
Theodore wrung his hand, and the dif. 
trefs which had long ftruggled for utter- 
ance burft in convulfive fobs from his 
breaft. La lLuc gradually revived, and 
exerted himfelf to calm the tranfports 
of his fon; but the fortitude of the 
latter had now entirely forfaken him, 
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and he could only utter exclamation 
and complaint. ‘* Ah! little did I 


‘¢ think we fhould ever meet under cir- . 


“‘cumftances fo dreadful as the pre- 
“ fent! But I have not deferved them, 
“my father! the motives of my con- 
“ duct have ftill been juft.” 

“ That is my fupreme confolation,” 
faid La Luc, “and ought to fupport 
<* you in this hour of trial. The Al- 


“ mighty God, who is the judge of | 


“hearts, will reward you hereafter. 
<* Truft in him, my fon; I look. to 
““him with no feebie hope, but with a 
‘‘ firm reliance on his juftice!” La 
Luc’s voice faultered; he raifed his 
eyes to heaven with an. expreffion of 
meek devotion, while the tears of hu- 
manity fell Nowly on his cheek. . . 

- Srill more affected by his laft words, 
Theodore turned from him, and paced 
the room with quick fteps: the entrance 
of Louis was a very feafonable relief to 
‘La Luc, who taking a cordial he had 

brought, 
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brought, was foon fufficiently reftored 
to difcourfe on the fubjeé&t moft intereft- 
ing to him. Theodore tried to attain a 
command of his feelings, and fucceed- 
ed. He converfed with tolerable com- 
pofure for above an hour, during which 
La Luc endeavoured to elevate, by re- 
ligious hope, the mind of his fon, and 
to enable him to meet with fortitude the 
aweful hour that approached. But the 
appearance of refignation which Theo- 
dore attained always vanifhed when he 
reflected that he was going to leave his 
father a prey to grief, and his beloved 
Adeline for ever. When La Luc was 
about to depart he again mentioned her. 
« Afflicting as an interview muft be in 
© our prefent circumftances,” faid he, 
‘¢ T cannot bear the thoughts of quitting 
“the world without fecing her once 
again; yet I know not how to afk 
‘her to encounter, for my fake, the 
‘‘ mifery of a parting fcene. Tell her 
“ that my thoughts never, for a mo- 

L2 * ment, 


[ 220 ] 

* ment, leave her; that’”’——La Lue 
interrupted, and affured him, that fince 
he fo much wifhed it, he fhould fee 
her, though a meeting could ferve only 
to heighten the mutual anguifh of a 
final feparation. | 

*«*] know it—I know it too well,” 
faid Theodore; ‘* yet I cannot refolve 
‘‘ to fee her no more, and thus fpare her 
*‘ the pain this interview muft inflict. 
“O my father! when I think of thofe 
‘‘ whom I mutt foon leave for ever, my 
“‘ heart breaks. But I will indeed try 
“to profit by your precept and exam. 
“< ple, and fhew that your paternal care 
“has not been in vain. My good 
“ Louis, go with my father—he has 
need of fupport. How much I owe 
this generous friend,” added Theo- 
dore, “‘ you well know, Sir.”—*‘* I do, 
“in truth,” replied La Luc, and can 
© never repay his kindnefs to you. He 
‘€ has contributed to fupport us all; but 


“ you require comfort more than my- 
 felf 
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‘¢ (-]f—he fhall remain with you—I wil 
“6 90 alone.” 

This Theodore would not fuffer; and 
La Luc no longer oppofing him, they 
affectionately embraced, and feparated 
for the night. 

When they reached the inn La Luc 
confulted with Louis on the poffibility 
of addreffing a petition to the fovereign 
time enough to fave Theodore. His 
diftance from Paris, and the fhort inter- 
val before the period fixed for the exe- 
cution of the fentence, made this defign 
dificult ; but believing it was practica- 
ble, La Luc, incapable as he appeared 
of performing fo long a journey, deter- 
mined to attempt it. Louis; thinking - 
that the undertaking would prove fatal 
to the father, without benefiting the fon, — 
endeavoured, though faintly, to diffuade 
him from it—but his refolution was 
fixed.—** If I facrifice the fmall remains 
S of my life in the fervice of my child,” 
faid he, “ I fhall lofe little: if I fave 
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“him, I fhall gain every thing. ‘There 
“is no time to be loft—I will fet off 
“ immediately.” 
Fle would have ordered poft horfes, 


but Louis, and Clara, who was now . 


come from the bed-fide of her friend, 
urged the neceffity of his taking a few 
hours repofe: he was at length ccm- 
pelled to acknowledge himfelf unequal 
to the immediate exertion which paren- 
tal anxiety prompted, and confented to 
feek reft. | 

When he had retired to his chamber, 
Clara lamented the condition of her fa- 
ther.— He will not bear the journey,” 
faid fhe; ‘‘ he is greatly changed within 
* thefe few days.””— Louis was fo en- 
tirely of her opinion, that he could not 
difguife 1t, even to flatter her with a 
hope. She added, what did not contri- 
bute to raife his fpirits, that Adeline was 
fo much indifpofed by her grief for the 


fituation of Theodore, and the fufferings 
of 
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of La Luc, that fhe dreaded the con- 
fequence. 

It has been feen that the paffion 
of young La Motte had fuffered no 
abatement .from time or abfence; on 
the contrary, the perfecution and the 
dangers which had purfued Adeline 
awakened all his tendernefs, and drew 
her nearer to his heart. When he had 
difcovered that Theodore loved her, 
and was beloved again, he experienced 
all the anguifh of jealoufy and difap- 
‘pointment; for though fhe had forbade 
him to hope, he found it too painful an 
effort to obey her, and had fecretly che- 
rifhed the flame which he ought to have 
_ ftifled. His heart was, however, too no- 
ble to fuffer his zeal for Theodore: to 
abate becaufe he was his favoured rival, 
and his mind too ftrong not to conceal 
the anguifh this certainty occafioned. 
The attachment which ‘Fheodore had 
. teftified towards Adeline even endeared 
him to Louis, when he had recovered 
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from the firft thock of difappoinement, 
and that conqueft over jealoufy which 
originated in principle, and was purfued 
with difficulty, became afterwards his 
pride and his glory. When, however, 
he again faw Adeline—faw her in the 
mild dignity of forrow more interefting 
than ever—faw her, though finking be- 
neath its preffure, yet tender and folici- 
tous to foften the afflicttons of thofe 
around her-——it was with the utmoft dif-. 
ficulty he preferved his refolution, and 
forbore to exprefs the fentiments fhe in- 
fpired. When he farther confidered that 
her acute fufferings arofe from the ftrength 
' of her affection, he more than ever wifh- 
ed himfelf the object of a heart capable 
of fo tender a regard, and Theodore in 
prifon and in chains was a momentary 
object of envy. 

In the morning, when La Luc arofe 
from fhort and difturbed flumbers, he 
feund Louis, Clara, and Adeline, whom 
indifpofition could not prevent from pay~ 
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ing him this teftimony of refpect and af- 
fection, affembled in the parlour of the 
inn to fee him depart. After a flight 
breakfaft, during which his feelings per- 
mitted him to fay little, he bade his 
friends a fad farewel, and ftepped into 
the carriage, followed by their tears and 
prayers.— Adeline immediately retired 
to her chamber, which fhe was too ill to 
quit that day. In the evening Clara left 
her friend, and, conducted by Louis, 
went to vific her brother, whofe emo- 
tions, On hearing of his father’s depar- 
ture, were various and-ftrong. 
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CHAPTER XX. | 


¢* *Tis only whea with imbred horror {mote 
*s At fome bafe a, or done, or to be done, 
‘© That the recoiling foul, with confcious dread, 
‘« Shrinks back into itfelf.”? 


, Mason. . 


WeE return now to Pierre De la Motte, 
‘who, after remaining fome weeks in the 
prifon of-D———y, was removed to take 
his trial in the courts of Paris, whither 
the Marquis de Montalt followed to pro- 
fecute the charge. Madame De la Motte 
accompanied her hufband to the prifon 
of the Chatelet. His mind funk under 
the weight of his misfortunes, nor could 
all the efforts of his wife roufe him from 
the torpidity of defpair which a confide- 
ration of his circumftances occafioned. 
Should he be even acquitted of the 

charge 
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charge brought againft him by the Mar- 
quis (which was very unlikely), he was 
now in the fcene of his former crimes, 
and the moment that fhould liberate him 
from the walls of his prifon would pro- 
bably deliver him again into the hands of 
offended jutftice. . 

The profecution of the Marquis was 


‘too well founded, and its cbjeé&t of a 


nature too ferious, not to juftify the terror 
of La Motte. Soon after the latter had 
fettled at the Abbey of St. Clair, the 
{mall ftock of money which the emer- 


gency of his circumftances had left him 


being nearly exhaufted, his mind _be- 
came corroded with the moft cruel anx- 
iety concerning the means of his future 
fubfiftence. As he was one evening rid- 

ing alone in a remote part of the foreft, | 
mufing on his diftreffed circurnftances, 
and meditating plans to relieve the exi- 
gencies which he faw approachisg, he 


_ perceived among the trees, at fome dif- 


tance, a chevalier on horfeback, who was. 
L. 6 riding 
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riding deliberately along, and feemed 
wholly unattended. A thought darted 
acrofs the mind of La Motte that he 
might be fpared the evils which threat- 
ened him by robbing this ftranger. 
His former prattices had paffed the 
boundary of honefty—fraud was in fome 
degree familiar to him—and the thought 
was not difmiffed He hefitated 
every moment of hefitation increafed the 
power of temptation—the opportunity 
was fuch as might never occur again. 
He looked round, and as far as the trees 
opened faw no perfon but the chevalier, 
who feemed by his air to be a man of 
diftinction. Summoning ‘all his courage, — 
La Motte rode forward and attacked 
him. The Marquis de Montalt, for it 
was him, was unarmed, but knowing 
that his attendants were not far off, he 
refufed to yield. While they were ftrug- 
gling for victory, La Motte faw feveral 
horfemen enter the extremity of the ave- 
nue, and, rendered defperate by oppo- 

fition 
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fition and delay, he drew from his pock- 


et a piftol (which an apprehenfion of 
banditti made him ufually carry when 
he rade’ to a diftance from the Abbey) 
and fired at. the Marquis, who ftaggered 
and fell fenfelefs to the ground. La 
Motte had time to fteal from his coat a 
brilliant ftar, fome diamond rings from 
his fingers, and to rifle his pockets, be- 
fore his attendants came up. Inftead of 
purfuing the robber, they all, in their 
firft confufion,. flew .to affift their lord, 
and la Motte efcaped. 

He ftopped before he reached the Ab- 
bey at a little ruin, the tomb formerly 
mentioned, to examine his booty. It 
confifted of a purfe containing feventy 
louis d’ors; of a diamond ftar, three 
rings of great value, and a miniature fet 
with brilliants of the Marquis himfelf, 
which he intended as a prefent for 
his favourite miftrefs. To La Motte, 
who but a few hours before had feen 
himfelf nearly deftioute, the view of this 

treafure 
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treafure excited an almdft ungovernable 
tranfport ; but it was foon checked when 
he remembered the means he had em- 
ployed to obtain it, and that he had 
paid for the wealth he contemplated the 
price of blood. Naturally violent in his 
paffions, this reflection funk him from 
the fummit of exultation to the abyfs of 
defpondency. He confidered himfelf a 
murderer, and ftartled as one awakened 
from a dream, would have given half 
the world, had it been his, to have been 
as poor, and, comparatively, as guiltlefs 
as a few preceding hours had feen him. 
On examining the portrait, he difcovered 
the refemblance, and believing that his. 
hand had deprived the original of life, 
he gazed upon the picture with unutter~. 
able anguifh. To the horrors of re-. 
morfe fucceeded the perplexities of fear. 
Apprehenfive of he knew not‘what, he 
lingered at the tomb, where he at length 
depofited his treafure, believing that if 
his offence fhould awaken juftice, the. 

Abbey 
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Abbey might be fearched, and thefe 
jewels betray him. From Madame La 
Motte it was eafy to conceal his increafe 
of wealth; for as he had never made 
her acquainted with the exaét ftate of 


his finances, fhe had not fufpected the 
extreme poverty which menaced him, 
and as they continued to live as ufual, 


fhe believed that their expences were 
drawn from the ufual fupply. But it 
was not fo eafy to difguife the workings 


‘of remorfe and horror: his manner be- 


came gloomy and referved, and his fre- 
quent vifits to the tomb, where he went 
partly to examine his treafure, but chief- 
ly to indulge in the dreadful pleafure of 
contemplating the picture of the Mar- 
quis, excited curiofity. In the folitude 
of the foreft, where no variety of objects 
occurred to renovate his ideas, the horri- 


‘ble one. of having committed. murder 


was ever prefent to him.—When the 


“Marquis arrived at the Abbey, the, afto- 


nifhment and.terror of La Motte, for at 
firft 
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firft he fcarce knew whether he beheld 
the fhadow or the fubftance of a human 
form, were quickly fuccecded by appre- 
henfion of the punifhment due to the 
crime he had really committed. When 
his dutrefs had prevailed on the Marquis 
to retire, he informed him that he was 
by birth a chevalier: he then touched 
upon fuch parts of his misfortunes as he 
thought wou'd excite pity, expreffed 
fuch abhorrence of his guilt, and volun- 
tarily uttered fuch a folemn promife of 
returning the jewels he had yet in his 
poffeffion, for he had ventured to dif- 
pofe only of a {mall part, that the Mar- 
quis at length liftened to him with fome 
degree of compaffion. This favourable 
fentiment, fecunded by a felfith motive, 
induced the Marquis to compromife with 
La Motte. Of quick and inflammab!e 
paffions, he had obferved the beauty of 
Adeline with an eye of no common re- 
gard, and he refolved to {pare the life of 
La Motte upon no other condition than 

the 
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the facrifice of -this unfortunate ‘girl. 
La Motte had neither refolution or virtue 
fufficient to reject the terms—the jewels 
were reftored, and he confented to be- 
tray the innocent Adeline. But as he 
was too well acquainted with her heart 
to believe that fhe would eafily be won 
to the practice of vice, and as he ftill 
felt a degree of pity and tendernefs for 
her, he endeavoured to prevail on the 
Marquis to forbear precipitate meafures, 
and to attempt gradually to undermine 
her principles by feducing her affections, 
He approved and adopted this plan: 
the failure of his firft fcheme induced 
him to employ the ftratagems he after- 
wards purfued, and thus to multiply the 
misfortunes of Adeline. 

Such were the circumftances which 
had brought La Motte to his prefent de- 
plorable firuation. The day of trial was 
now come, and he was led from prifon 
into the court, where the Marquis ap- 
_ peared as his accufer. When the charge 
| wag 
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was delivered, La Motte, as is ufual, 
pleaded not guilty, and the Advocate 
Nemours, who had undertaken to plead 
for him, afterwards endeavoured to make 
it appear that the accufation, on the part 
of the Marquis de Montalt, was falfe 
and malicious. To this purpofe he men- — 
tioned the circumftance of the latter hav- 
ing attempted to perfuade his client to 
the murder of Adeline: he farther urged 
that the Marquis had lived in habits 
of intimacy with Ia Motte for feveral 
months immediately preceding his arreft, 
and that it was not till he had difap- 
pointed the defigns of ‘his accufer, by 
conveying beyond his reach the unhap- 
py object of his vengeance, that the 
Marquis had thought proper to charge 
fa Motte with the crime for which he 
ftood indicted. Nemours urged the im- 
probability of one man’s keeping up a 
friendly intercourfe with another from 
whom he had fuffered the double injury 
of affault and robbery; yet it was-cer- 
etn tain 
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tain that the Marquis had’ obferved a 


frequent intercourfe with La Motte for 
fome months following the time fpecified 
for the commiffion of the crime. If the 
Marquis intended to profecute, why was 
it not immediately after his difcovery of 
La Motte? and if not then, what had 
influenced him to profecute at fo diftant 
a period ? 

To this nothing was replied on the 
part of the Marquis: for as his conduét 
on this point had been fubfervient to his - 


defigns on Adeline, he could not juftify 


it but by expofing fchemes which would 
betray the darknefs of his character, and 
invalidate his caufe. He, therefore, 
contented himfelf with producing feve- 
ral of his fervants as witneffes of the af- 
fault and robbery, who fwore without 
{cruple to the perfon of La Motte, though 
not one of them had feen him otherwife 
than through the gloom of evening and 
riding off at full fpeed. Ona crofs ex- 
amination moft of them contradicted 
. = each 
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each other ; their evidence was of courfe 
- rejected ; but as the Marquis had yet 
two other witneffes to produce, whofe ar- 
riva] at Paris had been hourly expected, 
the event of the trial was poftponed, 
and the court adjourned. 

La Motte was re-conducted to his pri- 
fon under the fame preffure of defpon- 
dency with which he had quitted it. As 
he walked through one of the avenues 
he paffed a man who ftood by tolet him 
proceed, and who regarded him with a 
fixed and earnefteye. La Motte thought 
he had feen him before ; but the imper- 
fect view he caught of his features through 
the dufkinefs of the place made him un- 
certain as to this, and his mind was in 
too perturbed a ftate to fuffer him to feel 
an intereft on the fubjeét. When he was 
gone the ftranger inquired of the keeper 
of the prifon who La Motte was; on 
being told, and receiving anfwers to 
fome further queftions he put, he defired 
he might be admitted to {peak with him. 

The 
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The requeft, as the man was only a 
debtor, was granted: but as the doors 
were now fhut for the night, the inter- 
view was deferred till the morrow. 

La Motte found Madame in his room, 
where fhe had been waiting for fome 
hours to hear the event of the trial. They 
how wifhed more earneftly than ever to 
fee their fon ; but they were, as he had fuf- 
pected, ignorantof his change of quarters, 
owing to the letters which he had, as ufual, 
addreffed to them under an affumed name, 
remaining at the poft-houfe of Auboin. 
This circumftance occafioned Madame 
La Motte to addrefs her letters to the 
place of her fon’s late refidence, and he 
had thus continued ignorant of his fa- 
ther’s misfortunes and removal. Ma- 
dame La Motte, furprifed at receiving 
no anfwers to her letters, fent off ano- 
ther, containing an account of the trial 
as far as it had proceeded, and a requeft 
that her fon would obtain leave of ab- 
fence, and fet out for Paris inftantly. 
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As fhe was ftill ignorant of the failure of 
her letters, and had it been otherwife, 
would not have known whither to have 
fent them, fhe direéted this as ufual. 

Mean-while his approaching fate was 
never abfent for a moment from the mind 
of La Motte, which, feeble by nature, 
and ftill more enervated by habits of in- 
dulgence, refufed to fupport him at this 
dreadful period. 

While thefe fcenes were paffing at Paris, 
La Luc arrived there without any acci- 
dent, after performing a journey, during 
which he had been fupported almoft en- 
tirely by the fpirit of his refolution. He 
haftened to throw himfelf at the feet of 
the fovereign, and fuch was the excefs of 
his feeling on prefenting the petition 
which was to decide the fate of his fon, 
that he could only look filently up, and 
then fainted. The king received the 
paper, and giving orders for the un- 
happy father to be taken care of, paffed 
on. He was carried back to his hotel, 

where 
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where he awaited the event of this his 
final effort. oo 

Adeline, mean-while, continued at 
Vaceau in a ftate of anxiety too power- 
ful for her long-agitated frame, and the 
illnefs in confequence of this, confined 
her almoft wholly to her chamber. Some-- 
times fhe ventured to flatter herfelf with 
a hope that the journey of La Luc would 
be fuccefsful : but thefe fhort and illu- 
five intervals of comfort ferved only to 
heighten, by contraft, the defpondency 
that fucceeded, and’ in the alternate ex- 
tremes of feeling fhe experienced a {tate 
mdre torturing than that produced either 
by the fharp fting of unexpected cala- 
mity, or the fullen pain of fettled de- 
{pair. | | 

When fhe was well noe the came 


down to the parlour to converfe with 


Louis, who brought her frequent ac- 
counts of Theodore, and who paffed 
every moment he could {natch from the 
ou of his profeffion in endeavours to 

{upport 
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fupport and confole his afflicted friends. 
Adeline and Theodore both looked to 
him for the little comfort allotted them, 
for he brought them intelligence of each 
other, and whenever he appeared a tran- 
fient melancholy kind of pleafure played 
‘round their hearts. He could not con- 
ceal from Theodore Adeline’s indifpofi- 
tion, fince it was neceffary to account for 
her not indulging the earneft wifh he re- 
peatedly expreffed to fee her again. To 
Adeline he fpoke chiefly of the fortitude 
‘and refignation of his friend, not how- 
ever forgetting to mention the tender af- 
feétion he conftantly expreffed for her. 
Accuftomed to derive her fole confolation 
fron the prefence of Louis, and to ob- 
ferve his unwearied friendfhip towards 
him whom fhe fo truly loved, fhe found 
her efteem for him ripen into gratitude, 
and her regard daily increafe. 

The fortitude with-which he had faid 
Theodore fupported his calamities was 
fomewhat exaggerated. He could not 

| fufficiently 
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fufficiently forgot thofe ties which bound 
him to life to meet his fate with firmnefs ; 
but though the paroxyfms ef grief were 
acute and frequent, he fought, and often. 
attained i in the prefence of his friends, 
a manly compofure. From the event of 
his father’s journey he hoped little, yet 
that little was fufficient to keep his mind 
in the torture of fufpence till the iffue 
fhould appear. | 

On the day preceding that fixed for 
the execution of the fentence La Luc 
reached Vaceau. Adeline was at her 
chamber window when .the carriage 
drew up to the inn; fhe faw him’ alight, 
and with feeble fteps, fupported by 
Peter, enter the houfe. From the lan- 
guor of his air fhe drew no favourable 
omen, and, almoft fi nking ‘under the 
violence of her emotion, he went ‘to 
meet him. Clara was already with her 
father when Adeline entered the room. | 
She approached him, but, dreading to 
receive from his lips a confirmation of 


Vol. Ul. = M the 


L ,242 J 


the misfortune, his countenance feemed to 
indicate, the leaked, .expreflively, at. him 
and fas. down, unable tq fpeak the queftion 
fhe would have. afked..,. Fe. held ous his 
hand to hes. in Gilence, funk back,in. his 
chair, and feemed to be fainting under 
-oppreffion of heart. -His manner con- 
firmed all her fears; at this dreadful: ‘COR- 
viction her fenfes failed her, and fhe fat 
motionlefs.and ftupified. : : 
La Luc and Clara were too much oc- 
cupied by their own diftrefs to. obferve 
her fituation; after fome time fhe breath- 
ed a heavy figh, and burft into tears. 
Relieved by weeping, her {pirits gradual- 
ly returned, and fhe at length faid to La 
Luc, “ It is unneceffary, Sir, to afk the 
“event of yous journey; yet, when 
«© you can bear to mention the fubject, 
« T with” 
La Lue waved his hand—« Alas! i 


= faid he, “I have nothing to tell but what 


‘© you already guefs too well. My poor 
‘© Theodore!”——His voice was convulf- 
ed 
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éd with forrow, and* fome ‘moments of 

‘anutterable anguith followed. 
“Oc Rdélitie was: the” fir who recovered 
“fafficient tecolleétion’ to: notice the ex- 
“trethe languor of La Luc, and attend to 
his fupport: She ordered him refreth- 
nients, ‘and entreated he would retire to 
“his bed-and fuffer-her-to fend for a phyfi- 
“Gat; adding; that the’ fatigue he had 
fuffered made repofe abfolitely neceffary. 
“Would that I could find it, my dear 
child,” faid he; “it is not in this 
world that I muft look for it, but in a 
“ better, and that better, I truit, I fhall 
* foon attain. But where is our good 
friend, Louis La Motte? He mutt lead 
-~ me to my fon.”—Grief again interrupt+ 
ed his utterance, and theentrance of Louis 
was a very feafonable relief to them all. 
Their tears explained the: queftion he 
would have afked; Iza Luc immediately 
inquired for his fon, and thanking Louis 
for all his kindnefs to -him, defired to be 
conducted to the prifon. Louis endea- 
M 2 voured 
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voured to perfuade him to defer his vifit 
till the morning, and Adeline and Clara 
joined theirentreaties with his, but Lal.ue 
had determined to goth at night.—* Flis 
s* time is -fhort,” faid he;. ‘‘a few hours 
“© and J fhall fee him no more, at. Jeaft 
* in this world; jet me. not neglect 
“ thefe precious -moments. °. Adeline! 
‘Thad promifed my poor. boy -that he 
“« fhould:fee you once more; you are not 
© now equal to the meeting. I will try to 
** reconcile him to the difappointment ; 
“‘ but if I fail, and you are better in the 
“morning, I know you will-exert your- 
“ felf to fuftain the interview.”-—Ade- 
line looked impatient, and. attempted 
to fpeak. La Luc rofe to depart, but 
could only reach the door of the room, 
where, faint and feeble, he fat down 
imachair. ‘I muft fubmit to necef- 
“ fity,” faid’ he; “1 find I am nog 
‘¢ able to go: farther to-night. Go to 
«him, La Motte, and tell him I am 


“ fomewhat difordered by my journey, 
“but 
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“ but that I will be with him early in 
“thé morning. Do not flatter him 
“with a hope; prepare him for the 
‘ciworft.” —~— There was a paufe of 
filence ;' La’ Luc’ at length’ recovering 
himfelf, defited- Clara would: order his 
bed to be got ready, and fhe willingly 
obeyed. When. he withdrew, Adeline 
‘told Louis, what was indeed unneceffary, 
the event of La Luc’s journey, “ I 
& own,”-- continued fhe, “that I had 
*¢ fometimes fuffered myfelf to hope, and 
*¢ T-now feel this calamity with double 
“°-force. I fear-too that M: La Luc 
s¢ will- fink under its preffure; he is 
“& much altered: for the worft fince he 
me. fet ‘out for Paris. Tell me your opi- 
“© nion fincerely.” | 

' *'Fhe change was fo obvious, that Louis 
couldgot deny-it, but he endeavoured 
to {oth her’ apprehenfion by afcribing 
this alteration, in a great meafure, to 
the temporary fatigite of travelling. Ade- 
line declared her refolytion. of accom- 
“ae 2 M 3 panying 
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panying La Luc to take leave of Theo- 
dore in the morning. “ 1 know not how 
“ | fhall. fupport the interview,” . {aid 
fhe ; “ but to fee him once more i6 a 
“< pte I owe both to him and myfelf. 
« The remembrance of having néglected 
“ to give him this laft proof of affec- 
“ tion would purfue me with inceffant 
« remorfe.” 

After fome farther converfation on thie 
fubjec&t Louis withdrew to the prifon, 
ruminating on the beft means of impart- 
ing to his friend the fatal intelligence he 
had to communicate. Theodore re- 
ceived it with more compofure than he 
had expected; but he afked, with impa- 
tience, why he did not fee his father and 
_ Adeline, and on being informed that indif- 
pofition withheld them, his imagination 
feized on the worft poffibility, and fug- 
gefted that his father was dead. It wasa 
confiderable time before Louis could con- 
vince him of the contrary; and that Ade- 
line was notdangeroufly ill; when, how- 
: ever, 
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ever, he was affured that he fhould fee 
them in ‘the morning, be “became more 
tranquil. ‘He defired his. friend would 
not. leave him that night. ie Thefe' are 
« the laft hours we can “pals. together,” 
added he; “I cannot fleep! Stay with 
“ me and lighten “their heavy mo- 
“ ments. “I have need of comfort, 
Louis. Young as I am, and held 
© by fuch ftrong attachments, I cannot 
quit the world with refignation. I 
“know not how to credit thofe ftories 
«© we hear of philofophic fortitude ; wif- 
dom cannot teach us cheerfully to re- 
 fign a good, and life in my circum 
“ ftances is furely fuch.” | 

The night was paffed in ‘embarraffed 
‘converfation ; fometimes interrupted by 
Jong fits of filence, and fometimes by the 
paroxyfms of defpair ; and the morning 
.of that day which was to lead Theodore 
‘to death at length dawned through the 
_ grates of his prion, 
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La Luc mean while pafied a fleeplefs 
and dreadful night. He prayed for for- 
titude and refignaticn both for himfelf 
and Theodore; but the pangs of nature 
were powerful in his heart, and not to 
be fubdued.’ The idea of his lamented 
wife, and of what fhe would have fuffer- 
ed had fhe lived to witnefs the ignomi- 
nious death which awaited her fon, fre- 
quently occurred. to him. | 
It feeméd as if a deftiny had _ 
over the life of Theodore, for it is pro- 
bab!e that the king might have granted 
the petition of the unhappy father, had 
It not happened that the Marquis de 
Montalt was prefent at court when the 
.paper was prefented. The appearance 
cand fingular diftrefs of the petitioner had 
interefted the monarch, and, inftead of 
_putting by the paper, he opened it. As 
che threw his eyes over it, obferving 
that the criminal was of the Marquis 
.dg¢ Montalt’s regiment : he turned to him 


and inquired the nature of the offence for 
which 


[ 249 J | 

which the culprit was about to: fuffer. 
‘The anfwer was fuch as might.have been 
expeéted’ from the Marquis, and the 
king was convinced that Theodore was 
‘not a proper object of mercy. | 
- But to return to La Luc, who was 
called according to his order, at. a .very 
early hour. Having paffed fome time 
in: prayer, he went down to.the parlour, 
‘where Louis, punctual to the moment 
already waited to conduct him to the 
‘prifon. ‘He. appeared calm and collec- 
ited, but his countenance was impreffed 
-with a fixed defpair that fenfibly affected 
‘his youngefriend. While they waited for 
“Adeline he fpoke little, and feemed ftrug- 
gling to attain the fortitude neceflary to 
fupport him through the approaching 
‘fcene.. Adeline not appearmg, he at 
Yength fent ‘to. haften her, and was told 
he had been ill, but -was recovering. 
“She had-indeed paffed a night of fuch agi- 
tation; that. her frame had funk under it, 
and fhe was now-endeavouring to re- 
| M 5 _ cover 
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‘cover ftrength and cicipfer fufficient 
_ to, fuftain her in this dreadful - hour. 
Every moment that brought her nearer 
to it had increafed her emotion, and the 
. apprehenfion of being prevented feeihg 
Theodore had alone enabled her to ftrug- 
gle againft the united a of illnefs 
, and grief. ery 
; She now, with Clara, joined La Lac, 
. .who advanced as they entered the room, 
_.and took a hand of each in filence. . Af- 
ter fome moments he propofed to-go, 
and they ftepped into a carriage which 
conveyed them to the gates of the'pri- 
_ fon. The crowd had already began to 
affemble there, and a confufed murmur 
arofe as the carriage moved forward; 
it was a grievous fight to the friends of 
Theodore. Louis fupported Adeline 
when fhe alighted, fhe was fearcely - 
able to walk, and with trembling fteps 
fhe foilowed La Luc, whom the keeper 
led towards that. part of the prifon where 
his fon-was confined. It was now eight 
o’clock 
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o’clock, the fentenee was not to be exe- 
-cuted till twelve, but_a. guard of fol- 
.idiers ‘was. already. placed. in the ‘court, 
-sand. as this unhappy . party paffed along 
‘the narrow avenues they were met “by 
-_ feveral officers who had been to take a 
daft farewel of Theodore. As they’ af- 
- cended the ftairs that led 10 his apart- 
ment; La Luc’s ear caught the clink of 
chains, and- heard him walking above 
. with a quick irregular ftep, The un- 
happy father, overcome by the moment 
»,which now preffed upon him, ftopped, 
» and was obliged to fupport himfelf by 
_- the bannifter. Louis fearing that the con- 
_ fequence of his grief might be fatal, fhate 
tered as his frame already was, would 
have gone for affiftance, but he made a 
fign to him to ftay. I am better ;” 
faid La Luc, “ O God! fupport me 
‘© through this hour!” and in a few 

minutes he was able to proceed. 
As the warder unlocked the door, the 
harfh grating of the key fhocked Ade. 
M 6  lipe 
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fine, but in n the next moment fhe was in 
the prefence of Theodore, who fprung 


to meet her, and caught her in his arms 


‘before fhe funk to the ground. As her 
-head reclined on his fhoulder, .he again 
viewed that countenance fo dear to him, 
which had fo often lighted rapture in his 
heart, and which though pale and in- 
sanimate .as It now was, awakened him to 
-momentary, delight. When at length 
‘fhe unclofed her eyes, fhe fixed them in 
Jong and mournful gaze upon Theodore, 
-who preffing her to his heart could an- 
-{wer her only with a fmile of mingled 
-tendernefs and defpair ; the tears he en- 
deavoured to reftrain trembled in his 
.eyes, and he forgot for a time every 
thing but Adeline, La Luc who had 
feated himfelf at the foot of the bed, 
‘feemed unconfcious of what paffed a- 
round him, and entirely abforbed in his 
own grief; but Clara, as fhe clapfed 
the hand of her brother, and hung 
-weeping on his arm, expreffed aloud 

all 


a 
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all the anguith of her heart, and at 
- Jength recalled the attention .of Ade- 
line, who in a voice fcarecly ‘audible 
entreated fhe would fpare her father. 
‘Her words roufed Theodore,’ and fup- 


porting Adeline toa chair, he turned to 
La luuc. =“ My dear child!” faid La 
Luc, grafping his hand and _burftin 


into tears, “© My dear child!” They 


wept together. After a long interval of 
filence, he faid, “ I thought I ‘could 
‘‘ have fupported this hour, but I am 
*‘ old and feeble. (sod knows my ef- 
*¢ forts for refignation, my faith in his 
‘© goodnefs !”” 

Theodore, by a ftrong and fudden ex- 
ertion, affumed a compofed and firm 
‘countenance, and endeavoured by every 


gentle argument to footh and comfort his 


weeping friends. La Luc at length feem- 
ed to conquer his fufferings ; drying his 


eyes, he faid, “ My fon, I ought to 


“have fet you a better example, and 
** practifed the precepts of fortitude I 
‘“* have 
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have fo often. -given you. But it is 
“« OVEr 5. I know, and et perform; amy 
 duty.””, _ Adeline breathed a “heavy 
figh,. and continued to weep. 60: Be 
€ comforted, my love, we part ‘but “for 
“atime,” faid Theodore, as he kiffed 
the tears from her cheek ; and | uniting 
her hand with that of his father” sy he 
' earneftly recommended her to ‘his’ pro- 
_,te@tion, “ Receive her,” added he, 
as the moft precious legacy I can be- 
“ queath; confider her as your child. 
- «© She will confole you when I am gone, 
© fhe will more than fupply the lofs of 

» your fon.” 
‘La Luc affured him that he did now, 
. na fhould continue toy, regard Adeline 
as his daughter. During thofe afficting 
. Jhours. he endeavoured to diffipate ‘the 
terrors of approaching death, ‘by infpir- 
ing: his fon with religious confidence. 
His converfation was pious, rational, and _ 
confolatory : he {poke not from the cold 
ditates of the head, but from the feel- 
age oe 
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"ings ‘of a heart which had long Lovedaiid 
_practifed, the pure precepts 0 chitftfani- 
_aY) and which now drew from’ ‘them a 
_-somfort’ fuch as ‘nothing ay ‘could 
. beftow 

| a You are young, my fon,” id hie 
“ge and. are yet. innocent of any great 
« crime ; you may therefore look on 
«death without terror, for to the guilty 
© only. is its approach dreadful. I feel 
“ that I thall not long furvive you, and 
“ I trutt } in amerciful God that we thall 
, “ meet.in a ftate where forrow never 
© comes; where the Son of Rightevuf» 
“ nefs foall rife with beating in bis 
© wing!” As he fpoke he lookeil up; 
the tears ftill trembled in his eyes, which 
beamed with meek yet fervent devotion, 
and his countenance glowed with the 

dignity of a fuperior being, = 
“ Tet us not negle& thefe awful mo- 
ments,” faid La Luc, rifing, “ let 
‘“< our united prayers afcend to Him who 
“alone can comfort and fupport us !” 
They 


y * 
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They all knelt down; ‘and’ he ‘prayéd 
with that fimple and. fablime eloquence 
which true piety infpires. “When he 
rofe he embraced his’ children feparate- 


ly, and when he came to T heodore he 


paufed, gazed upon him with’ an earn- 
eft, mournful expreffion, and was ‘for 
iene time unable to fpeak.- Theodore 
could not ‘bear this; he drew his hand 
before his eyes, and vainly endeavoured 
to’ ftifle. the deep. fobs’ which ‘convulfed 
his frame. ' At’ Jength ‘fecovering ° “his 
voice, he “entreated ‘his father would 
‘leave him. ‘© ‘This mifery is too much 
for us-all,” faid he, .« let us-not pro- 
“long it. The time is now drawing 
““ on———leave me to compofe_myfelf. 
“¢ The fharpnefs of death confifts in 
parting “with thofe who are dear to 
“us; when that i is paffed, death i is  dif- 
“ ‘armed. ‘ae 

a will hot leave you, my fon,” re- 
‘plied 1 La Luc, “ My poor girls fhall § Bo, 
bat fot 4 will be with you in your 
‘ “© Jatt 


po 


[ 257 ] 
¢¢ Jaft moments.” Theodore felt that this 
would be too much for them both, and 
urged every argument which reafon could 
fuggeft to prevail with his father to re- 
linquith his defign. But he remained 
firm in’ his determination. I’ will 
“not fuffer a felfifh confideration of the 
“ pain I mnay endure,” faid La Luc, 
to tempt me to defert my child when 
he will mott require my fupport. Tr is 
“my duty to attend you, aud nothing 
‘ fhall withhold me.” * 
’ Theodore feized on the words of La 
Luc—* As you would that I fhould be 
**fupported in my laft hour,” faid he, 
«¢T entreat that you will not be witnefs - 
| “of it.. Your prefence, my dear fa- 
| *¢ ther, would fubdue all my fortitude— 
“ would deltroy what little compofure I 
« may otherwife be able to attain. Add 
- not to.my fufferings the view of your 
“ diftrefs, but leave me to forget, if 
“ poffible, the dear parent I muft quit 
“for ever.” His tears flowed‘ anew. 
La 


~ 
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La Luc:-continued: to gaze on ‘him in 
filentagony ; at Jength he faid, §*, Well, 
‘¢ be it fo. Hf indeed my prefence would 
“ diftrefs. you, I will not: ge.” His 
voice was broken and interrupted. Af- 
ter a paufe of fome moments he again 
embraced Theodore—“ We muft part,” 
faid he,. “ we muf part, bet it is only 
“ for a time—we fhall foon be re-united 
‘in a higher world !——-O God! thou 
“« feeft my heart—thou feeft all its feel- 
‘< ings in this bitter hour |”—~Grief again 
overcame him. He preffed Theodore 
in his arms; and, at length, feeming to 
fummon all his fortitude, he. again faid, 
§* We muft part—Oh! my fon, farewell 
“¢ for ever in this world!—The mercy af 
‘«: Almighty God fupport and blefs you!’’ 

He turned .away to leave the prifon, 
tat, quite worn out with grief, funk 
into a chair near the door he would have 
opened. Theodore gazed, with a dif- 
tracted countenance, alternately on his 
father, on Clara, and on Adeline, whom 

. ne 
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“he preffed to his throbbing: heart, and 
their tears owed together. “ And do 
“ ¥-then,” cried he, ‘for the Jaf time 
*Jook upon that countenance !—Shall 
‘}. never-—never more behold. it 2+ 
“ O1 exquifite mifery ! ‘Yet, once again 
«¢ —-once more,” continued he, preffing 
her cheek, but it was nee OIE and cold — 
as marble. | 7 

- Louis; who had left: dé room hai 
after La Luc arrived, that his prefence 
might not imterrupt their farewel grief; 
now returned. Adeline raifed her head, 
and perceiving - who entered, it again 
funk on the bofom of Theodore. 

Louis appeared much .agitated. La 
Luc arofe. “ We muft go,” faid he: 
“ Adeline, my love, exert yourfelf— 
“« Clara—my children, -let us depart. 
««— Yet one laft——laft embrace, and 
“¢ chen !°” -Louis advanced and took 
his hand ; ** My dear Sir, I have ae: 
“ thing to fay; yet I fear to tell ir.’ 

“* What do you mean 2”? faid La oe 
with 


a 
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with quicknefs : ** No new misforturie 
“can have power to affi&t me at this 

“moment. Do not fear ‘to fpeak.”— 
«J rejoice that I cannot put ‘you to the 
“ proof,” replied Louis; “ I-have feen 
“vou fuftain the moft trying affliction 
“© with fortitude. Can you fupport the 
* tranfports of hope ?”’—La Luc gazed 
eagerly on Louis— Speak !” faid he, 
in a faint voice. Adeline raifed her head, 
and, trembling between ‘hope: and fear, 
icoked at Louls as if‘ fhe ‘would have 
fearched his foul." ‘He fmiled cheerfully 
upon her.’ Is tO ! is it poffible !” 
fhe exclaimed, fuddetily ré-animated— 
** He lives 1’ He ‘lives !’+-She' faid no 
more, but‘ran to La Luc, who ‘funk 
in his’ chair, ’ while Theodore and 
Clara with ohe voice called on Louis’ to 
relieve them from "the tortures of fuf- 
pence. ” oN oes ee 
He proceeded téinforrh them that he 
had obtained from the commanding of- 
ficer a refpite for Theodore till the king’s 
farther 
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farther, pleafure could be known, and 
this in confequence of a letter received 
that morning from his mother, Madame 
De la Motte, in which fhe mentioned 
{ome very extraordinary circumftances 
that had appeared.in the courfe of a trial 
lately conducted at Paris, and which fo 
materially affe&ted the character of the 
Marquis de Montalt as to render it pof- 
fible a pardon might be obtained for 
Theodore. | 

.. Thefe words darted with the rapidity 
of lightning upon the hearts of his 
hearers. La Luc revived, and that pri- 
fon, fo lately the fcene of defpair, now 
echoed only to the voices of pratitude 
and gladnefs. La Luc, raifing his clafp- 
ed hands to Heaven, faid, ** Great God! 
‘<’fupport me in this moment as thou 
“¢ haft already fupported me!—If my 
*< foon lives, I die in peace.” 

He embraced Theodore, and remem- 
bering the anguifh of his laft embrace, 
tears of thankfulnefs and joy flowed to 

the 
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the contraft, So- powetfal' indeed -was 
the’ effect of this temporary reptidve, 
and of the hope it introduced, that’ if 
an abfolute pardon had beet obtained, 
it could fcarcely for the moment have 
diffufed a. more lively joy. Bit when 
the firft ernotions were fubfided, the un- 
certainty of -Theodore’s fate once more 
appeared. Adeline forbore to exprefs her 
fenfe of this, but Clara without fcruple la- 
mented the poffibility that her brother 
might yet be taken from them, and all 
their joy beturned to forrow. A look from 
Adeline checked her. Joy was, however, 
{fo much the predominant feeling of -the 
prefent moment, that the fhade which 
reflection threw upon their hopes paffed 
away like the cloud that is difpelled by 
the ftrength of the fun-beam ; and Louis 
alone was penfive and abftracted. | 
When they were fufficiently compofed, 
he informed them that the contents of 
Madame de la Motte’s letter obliged | 
him to fet out for Paris immediately ; 
and 
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and that the intelligence he had to com- 
municate intimately concerned: Adeline, 
who would undoubtedly, judge it necef- 
fary: w go. thither alfo as foom as her 
health would, permit. He then read to 
his impatient auditors fuch paffages’ in 
the letter as were neceflary to explain his 
meaning ; but as Madame de la Motte . 
had omitted to mention fome circum- 
ftances of importance to be underftood, 
the following is a relation of the occur- 
rences that had lately happened at Paris. 
- It may be remembered, that on the 
firft day of his trial, La Motte, in paf- 
fing from the courts to his prifon, faw a 
perfon whofe features, though imperfeét- 
ly feen through the dufk,. he thought he 
recollected ; and that this fame perfon, 
after inquiring the name of La Motte, 
defired to be admitted to him. On the 
following day the warder complied with 
his requeft, and the furprize of La Motte 
may be imagined when, in the ftronger 
light of his apartment, he diftingwished 
the 
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the countenace of the man from whofe 
hands he had formerly received Ade- 
line. — es 
On obferving Madame De la Motte 
in the room, he faid he had fomething 
of confequence to impart, and defired 
to be left alone with the prifoner. When 
fhe was gone, he told De la Motte that 
he underftood he was confined at the 
fuit of the Marquis de Montalt. La 
Moite affented.—‘ I know him for a 
«© villain,” faid the ftranger boldly.— 
‘© Your cafe is defperate. Do you with 
‘* for life?” 

“< Need the queftion be afked !”’ 

«< Your trial, 1 underftand, proceeds 
‘* to-morrow. I am now under con- 
** finement in this place for debt; but 
‘* if you can obtain leave for me to go 
‘¢ with you into the courts, and a con- 
‘¢ dition from the judge that what I re- 
“ veal fhall not criminate myfelf, I will 
“© make difcoveries that fhall confound 


* that fame Marquis; I will prove him 
“ a vil- 


= 
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«a villain; and it fhall then be judged 
‘ how far his word ought to be taken 
“ agpain{t you.” | 

La Motte, whofe -intereft was now 
{trong'y excited, defired he would ex- 
plain himfelf; and the man proceeded 
to relate a long hiftory of the misfor- 
tunes and confequent poverty which had | 
tempted him to become fubfervient to 
the fchemes of the Marquis, till he fud- 
denly checked himfelf, and faid, “* When. 
‘I obtain from the court the promife I 
“require, I will explain myfelf fully; 
“till then I cannot fay more on the’ 
“© fubject.” 

La Motte cou!d not forbear expreffing 
a doubt of his fincerity, and a curiofity 
concerning the motive that had induced 
him to become the Marquis’s accufer.— 
“* As to my motive, it is a very natural 
“Sone,” replied the man; “ it is no 
© eafy matter to receive ill ufage with- 
“‘ out refenting it, particularly from a 

Vou. III. N ¢ villain 
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# yjllain whom you. liave ferved."’—rL.a 
Motte, for his own fake, endeavoured 
‘to check the vehemence with which. this 
was uttered. ‘* I cate: not. who,. hears 
<‘ me,” continued the ftranger, but at 
the fame time he lowered his voice ; 
«J repeat it———the Marquis has ufed 
me ill——I have kept his fecret long 
“enough. He does not ‘think it worth 
«while co fecure my filence, or he 
& would relieve my neceffities. I am 
“in prifon for debt, and have applied 
¢© to him for relief; fince he does not 
« chufe to give it, let him take the con- 
<« fequence. J warrant he fhall foon re- 
«« pent that he has provoked me, and “tis 

< fit he fhould.” 
The doubts of La Motte were now 
diffipated; the profpect ‘of life again 
opened upon him, and he afiured Du 
Boffe (which was the {tranger’s mame), 
with much warmth, that he would com- 
miffion his Advocate to do all in his 
power 
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“power to obtain leave for his appearance 
“on the trial, and-to procure the neceflary 
<condition.)) After: fome farther conver 
t hessitien Pao et me re ea g 
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CHAPTER XXI. | 


«© Drag forth the legal monfter into light, 
«« Wrench from his hand Oppreffion’s iron rod, 
«« And bid the cruel feel the pains they give.” _ 


[LEAVE was at length granted for the 
appearance of Du Boffe, with a promife 
that his words ‘Should not criminate 
him, and he accompanied La Motte into 
court. 

The confufion of the Marquis de 
Montalt on perceiving this man was ob- 
ferved by many perfons prefent, and 
particularly by La Motte, who drew 
from this circumftance a favourable pre- 
fage for himfelf. 

When Du Boffe was called upon, he 
informed the court, that on the night of 

the 
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the twenty-firft of April, in the preced- 
ing year, one Jean d’Aunoy, a man he 
had known many years, came to his 
lodging. After they had difcourfed for 
fome time on their circumftances, d’Au- 
noy faid he knew a way by which Du 
Boffe might change all his poverty to 
riches, but that he would not fay more 
till he was certain he would be willing to 
follow it. The diftreffed ftate in which 
Du Boffe then was made him anxious to 
learn the means which would bring him 
relief; he eagerly inquired what his friend 
meant, and after fome time d’Aunoy 
explained himfelf. He faid he was em- 
ployed by a nobleman (whom he after- 
wards told Du Boffe was the Marquis de 
Montalt), to carry off a young girl from 
a convent, and that fhe was to be taken 
to a houfe a few leagues diftant from 


Paris. ‘* I knew the houfe he defcribed 


‘“¢ well,” faid Du Boffe, ‘ for I had been 
*‘ there many times with d’Aunoy, who 
“lived there to avoid his creditors, 

N 3 “ though 
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“though he often: paffed his: nights. at 
“ Paris.”2” He: weu'd not tell mie more 
of tie-chenie, but faid he fhould sant 
affiftants, and if land my. brother, ‘whd 
is fince dead, would join him, his em- 
ployér would prudge no money, and: we 
fhould--be well rewarded.: I-defired him 
again té tell me more of the plan,. but 
he was obftinate,. and -after 1 had -told 
him ‘f ‘would confider-of. what he faid, 
and fpeak to my brother, he went away. ' 
- When ‘he called the nexy pighte for 
“his anfwer; my brother and I agreed 
‘to engage) and accordingly we went 
“ home with him. He then tald us thar 
** the young lady he was to bring thither 
«¢ was anatural daughter of the Marquis 
“« de Montait, and of a aun belonging 
“to a convent of Urfalines: that his. 
“© wife had received the child immedi- 
“© ately on its birth, and had béen al- 
‘© Jowed a handfome annuity to bring tt 
"© up as her own, which fhe had ‘done 
* ill her death. The: child was then 

« ea 
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“ placed in a convent,.and defigned for 
‘che veils -bur, when fhe was of an 
“ age to receive the vows, fee had ftea, 
“ dily perfilted in refufing them.: This 
 circutnftance had fo mych exafperated 
“che: Marquis, that in his rage he or; 
dered, that if: fhe perfifted in her ob. 
«,ftinacy: the fhould be remeved from 
‘¢ the: convent,: and: got rid of, any way, 
“t Gnee. if the lived in the world hes 
“birth might be difcoyered, and io 
. confequence of this, her mother, - for 
“whom he had yet a regard,. wov'd 
“¢ be concerned to expiats her crime 
“* by 2 tergibse Coach. oes 

Du Boffe was snereapeed i in n his : Nate 
rative by the council of the, Marquis, 
who contended. that the circumftances 
alledged tending tp triminate his cliens, 
the proceeding was both. irrelevant and 
Ulegal.. He was anfwered that it, was 
not irrelevant, and therefore not illegal, 
for that. the circumftances which threw 


_ upon the character of the Marquis, 


N 4 af- 
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affected ‘his evidence againit La Motte. 
Du Boffe'was fuffered to proceed. 
~  T)’Aunoy then faid that the Mar- 
« quis had ordered him to difpatch her, 
«but that as he had been ufed to fee 
“her from her infancy, he could not 
‘find in his heart to do it, ‘and wrote 
“to tell him’ fo. The ‘Marquis then 
commanded him to find thofe who 
“ would, ‘and this was the bufinefs for 
‘ which he wanted us. My brother | 
“¢ and I were not fo wicked as this came 
“to, and fo we told d’Aunoy, and I 
“could not help afking why the Mar- 
€ quis refolved to murder his own child, 
«rather than expofe her mother to the 
“‘rifque of fuffering death. He faid 
“ the Marquis had never feen his child, 
« and that therefore it could not be fup- 
““ pofed he felt much kindnefs towards 
‘it, and ftill lefs that he could love it 
«© better than he loved its mother.” 
Du Boffe proceded to relate how much 
he and his brother had endeavoured to 
foften 
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foften the heart of d’Aunoy towards .the 
Marquis’s daughter, and that they pre- 
vailed with him to write again.and plead - 
for her. D’Aunoy went to Paris. to 
await the anfwer, leaving them and the 
ycung girl at the houfe,on the heath, 
where, the former had confented to re- 
main, feemingly for the purpofe of exe- 
cuting the orders they might receive, 
but really with a defign to fave the de- 
voted victim from the facrifice. 

It is probable that Du Boffe, in this. 
inftance, gave a falfe account of his mo- 
tive, fince if he was really guilty of an in- 
tention fo atrocious as that of murder, he 
would naturally endeavour to conceal it, 
However this might be, he affirmed that. 
an the night of the twenty-fixth of April, 
he received an order from d’Aunoy far 
the deftruction of the girl whom he had 
afterwards delivered into the hands of La 
Motte. 

- La Motte liftened to this idalokts in 
aftonifhment ; when he knew that Adeline 

N 5 was 
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was the danohter of ‘the ‘Marquis, and” 
remembered the ¢rime to ‘which -he Red: 
orice devoted Her, ‘his frame thrilled wich: 
horror. He now took up the tory; and! 
added an account of ‘what Aad paffed: 
at the Abbey betweew the Marquis ‘and 
himfelf ‘concerning’ a deftgn of. the for- : 
mer por the -life of Adeline;: urging; - 
asa proof of the prefent profeeution ott-” 
ginating in malice, that it ‘had com-: 
menced: immediately after he had effec. > 
ted her efeape from the Marquis. He’ 
concluded; however, - -with faying, that 
as the Marquis-had immediately fent his: 
people in purfuit ef her, -i¢ was poflibie: 
the might yet have: fallen ee to his 
vengeanee.’ = : 

- Here thé Marquis’ eounal again gaa 
terfered, and their objections were again: 
over-riled bythe court. : The uncommon 
degree of emiotion which his countenanee 
betrayed during the narrations of Du- 
Boffe and-Deda“Motte, was generally 
obfived. Fhe court fufpended the fer- 
tence 


senoe. oft) -the latser,: ordered. that the. 
Marquis fhould be put: under: immediate | 
arret, ‘ant. thay: Adeline (thename.given. 
bysker fofter mothers) and Jean a: ee 
feould: be: foughs far, eer ae ‘ 
'Bhe. Miartyuis ' was accordingly feined 
at the-fuit of the; crown,, and put under - 
confinement, till Adeline. fhould appear,, 
or proof. could be obtained’ that -fhe. died’ 
by--his ‘order, and tilk d’Aunoy thould 
confirm. or slat the evidence of De la 
Motte... = * . 
. Madame, who at ial dieinal in- 
telligence.of ber fon’s refidenee from the. 
town where he was formerly ftationed, had 
acquainted him with hisfathes’s fcuation,. 
and the procedings of the trial;. and. 
as fhe believed that Adeline, if fhe had 
been fo fortunate as. to efcape the Mar- 
quis’s purfuit, was {till in Savoy, the de-_ 
Gred Louis would obtain leave of abfence,. 
and bring her to Paris, where her imme- 
diate prefence was requifite to fabftan- 
: oy ke ies ae tiate 
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tiate the evidence, and probably to fave 
the life of La Motte. 

On the receipt of her letter, which 
happened. on the momning: appointed for 
the execution of Theodore, Louis went 
immediately to the commanding officer to 
petition for a refpite till the king’s fur- 
ther pleafure’ fhould’be known. He 
founded his plea on the arreft of the 
Marquis, and fhewed the letter he had 
juft received. The commanding officer 
readily granted a reprieve, and Louis, 
who, on the arrival‘ of this ‘letter, had 
forborne to communicate its contents to _ 
Theodore, left it fhould torture him with 
falfe. hope, now haftened to him with 
this comfortable news. 


CHAPTER 
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. . CHAPTER XXIL 


*¢ Low on his fun’ral couch he lies ! 
*¢ No pitying heart, no eye, afford 
‘© A tear to grace his obfequies.”” 


Gray. 


On learning the purpofe of Madame 
de la Motte’s letter, Adeline faw the ne- 
ceffity of her immediate departure for 
Paris. The life of La Motte, who had 
more than faved her’s, the life, perhaps, 
of her beloved Theodore, depended on 
the teftimony fhe fhould give. And fhe 
who had fo lately been finking under the 
influence of illnefs and defpair, who 
could fcarcely raife her languid head, or 
{peak but in the fainteft accents, now, re- 
animated with hope, and invigorated by 
a fenfe of the importance of the bufinefs 

before 
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before her; prepared to perform a rapid 
journey of fome hundred miles, <)> «:. 

. Theodore tenderly intreated- that! the: 
would { far canfider ‘her ‘health ds to % 
delay this journey: for a.'few days: ; > but: 
with a {mile of enchanting tendernefs fhe :: 
affured him, that fhe was now too happy. : 
to be ill, and that the farme-caule which * 
would confirm her happineds-would:conm=: '/ 
firm her health. So ftrong was the. effe& ’: 
of hope upon her mind now, that it. firc~-' 
ceeded to the mifery of defpair, that it 
overcame the fhock fhe. fuffered on be- : 
lieving herfelf a daughter of the Mars > 
quis, and. every other. painful reflections 
She did not even forefee the obftacle thas — 
circumftance might produce to her union 
with Theodore, fhould he at laft es per 
mitted tolive, | ie Pe 

Ie was fettbed ‘ie the fhoukd fet off fox 
Paris in a few hours with Louis, and at- 
tended. by Peter. Thefe hours were 
i ag esr and his eek iy Nog 
sipeneiae | es Ue 

When 
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When. the time of her, departure. ars 
rived the fpirits of Adeline again for- 
fook: her: and. the illufions of joy difap+ 
peared. - She:no bonger beheld Theodore 
as;one, refpited from death, but :took . 
leave of .him witha mournful pre-fenti- 
ment that fhe fhould fee him no mare. 
Sa ftrongly: was this prefage imprefied 
spor hey mind, that. it was long before | 
fhe could fummorsrefolution to bid bim — 
farewel.; and when fhe had done fo, and . 
even left the apartment, fhe returned to 
take of him a laft look. As fhe was 
once more quitting the. zoom, her me-. . 
lancholy imagination reprefented. Theor. . 
dore at the p'ace of execution, pale and) - 
convulfed in death ; fhe again turned her 
lingering eyes upon him; but fancy af-. 
fefted her fenfe, for fhe thought as. fhe. 
now gazed that his countenance changed, 
and affumed a ghaftly hue. All her refo-:’ 
lusion vanithed, and fuch was the ahguifh - 
of her heart, that, the refolved to defer. . 
her j fia till to-morrow, though fhe 

mutt 
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muft by this means lofe the pfoteétion of _ 
Louis, whofe impatience to.meet his fa- 
ther would nat fuffer. the. delay. ~The 
triumph of .paffion,, however, was tran- 
fient ; .foothed by the indulgence fhe 
promifed herfelf, her grief fubfided, rea-_ 
fon refumed its influence; fhe again faw 
the neceflity of her immediate departure, 
and recollected fufficient’ refolution to 
fubmit. La Luc would have accompa- 
nied her for the purpofe of again foli- 
citing the King in behalf of his fon, had 
not the extreme weaknefs and laffitude 
to which he was reduced made oe 
impracticable. 

. At length, Adeline, with a - heavy 
heat: quitted Theodore, notwithftand- 
ing his intreaties, that fhe would not un- 
dertake the journey in her prefent weak. 
ftate, and was accompanied by Clara: 
and La Luc to the inn. The former 
parted from her friend with many tears, | 
and much anxiety: for her welfare,. but» 


under. a. hope of . foon Mmecting again. 
Shouid - 
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Should a pardon be granted to Theodore, 
Lia Luc defigned to fetch Adeline from 
Paris ; but fhould this ‘be tefufed, ‘fhe 
‘was to return with Peter. He bade her 
adieu with a father’s kindnefs, which fhe 
repaid with a filial affection, ‘and in her 
laft words conjured him to attend to the 
recovery of his health: the languid finile 
he affumed feemed to exprefs that her 
folitude was vain, and that he thought - 

his health paft recovery. 
' Thus Adeline quitted the friends fo 
juftly dear to her, and fo. lately found, 
for Paris, where the was a ftranger, al- 
moft without protection, and compelled 
to meet a father, who had purfued her 
with the utmoft cruelty, in a public court 
of juftice. The carriage, in leaving Va- 
ceau, paffed by the prifon; fhe threw an 
eager look towards it as fhe paffed; its 
heavy black walls, and narrow-grated 
windows, feemed to frown upon her 
hopes but Theodore was there, and 
leaning from the window, fhe continued 
; to 
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to gaze upon it tifl-an abrupt turfing. in 

the ftreet concealed it? from her views 
She then funk back in the carriage; and> 
yielding to the melancholy of her heart,! 
wept in filence. Louis was ‘not: difpofed 
to interrupt it; his thoughts were: anni+ 
oufly employed on his‘ father’s. fisuationy 
and the travellers proceeded — mi. es! 
without exchanging a.word. ce 

_ At Paris, whither we thall now return, 

the fearch after Jean d’Aunoy was: pro« 

fecuted without‘ fuccefs. The houfe on 
the heath, defcribed by .Du. Beffe, was 
found uninhabited, and:te the places. af 
his ufual refort in the city, where the 
officers of the police awaited him, he 
no longer came. It even -appeared 
doubtful whether he was living, for he 
had abfented himfelf from the houfes of 
his cuftomary rendezvous fome time be 
fore the trial of La Motte; it was there- 
fore certain that his abfence was not oc 
cafioned by any —* which. had ‘i 
is aia ona 


In 
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..Ta-the foligud¢ of his.confinement the: 
Marquis.de Montalt had leifure to refled. 
on the patt,-:and ‘to. repent,of his crimes; 
but-rdfietion and repentance, formed.'as. 
yetng part of his difpofition. He turned, 
with impatience fram recollections which: 
| praduced only pain, and; looked forward 
to: the future with an endeavour. to avert. 
the difgrace and pynifhment which. he 
faw impending. The elegance of his 
manners: had fo. effectually veiled. th¢ 
depravity of his heart, that he was a fas: 
vowrite with his fevereign; and on. this. 
circumnfance he refted his hope of fecuy: 
rity. de, however, feverely repented: 
that he-had indulged the hafty {pir of 
revenge which had urged him ta the pro. 
fecution of La Motte, and had thus un 
expectedly involved him in a fituation. 
dangerous--—if not.fatal—fince if Adeline 
could not be found he would. be con- 
cluded guilty of her death. . Bur the 
appearance af d’ Aunoy.wes the. circum, 
flance he moft dreaded; and to oppofe., 
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the poffibiliry of this, He employed {e- 
cret emiffaries to difcover his retreat, and 
to bribe him to his intereft.' Thefe were, 
however, as unfuiccefsful in their fefear¢h 
as the officers of police, and the Marquis 
at length began to Rene the man was 
really dead. | 

La Motte mean while awaited’ with 
trembling impatience the arrival of his 
fon, when he fhould: be relieved,: in 
fome degree, from his uné¢ertainty con- 
cerning Adeline. On his appearance he 
refted his only hope of life, fince the evi- 
dence againit him would lofe much of its 
validity from the confirmation fhe would 
give of the bad character of his profecu- 
tor; and if the Parliament even con- 
demned la Motte, the clemency of the 
King might yet operate in ‘his favour. 
. Adeline arrived at Paris after a jour- 
ney of feveral days, during which fhe 
- was chiefly. fupported by the delicate at- 
tention of Louis, whom fhe pitied and 
_ efteemed, though fhe.could not love. 

She 
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She was immediately vifited at.the hotel 
by, Madame L.aMotte: the meeting was 
affecting op both fides., A fenfe of her 
paft condué excited in the latter. an erh- 
barraffment.which the delicacy and good 
nefs of Adeline would willingly have 
{pared her; but the pardon folicited was 
given with fo much fincerity, that Ma- 
dame gradually .became compofed and 
re-affured. This forgivenefs, however, 
could not have been thus eafily granted, 
had Adeline believed her former conduct 
was voluntary; a conviction of the re- 
ftraint and terror under which Madame 
had acted, alone induced her to excufe 
the paft. In this firft meeting they for- 


bore dwelling on particular fubjects; | 


Madame La Motte propofed that Ade- 
line fhould remove from the hotel to her 
lodgings near the Chatelet, and Adeline, 
for whom a refidence at a public hotel 


was very improper,. gladly accepted the © 


offer. 
Madame 
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Madarie theré gave het’’a circuiniftan- 
tial account of La Motte's'ficuiition, ahd 
concluded with fying, thdt ‘as ‘the ‘fen: 
tence of her hufband Had beér fifpended 
til fome certainty could’ ‘be ‘obtained 
€oncetning the late criminal'defizas of 
the Marquis, and’ Adelitie eduld con- 
firm the chief’ part: of ‘La Motte’s tefti- 
mony, it was’ probable tht now fhe was 
arrived the court would: proceed iriine= 
diately. She now Karnt the fill extent 
of ‘her obligation to“La Motte; ‘for fhe 
Was till now ignorant that ‘when ‘he fent 
ther from the “foteft he faved- ‘her from 
‘death. Her horror of the Marquis;-whoth 
the could not bear to‘ confidér as ‘her fa- 
‘ther, atid her gratitude to her ‘deliverer 
tedoubied, ahd fhe became impatient to 
‘give ‘the teftimony fo’ neceffary tothe 
‘hopes of hér preferver. Madame theh 
faid; fhe beliéved 4t ‘was not too late to 
‘gain admitrarice that night’ to the Chatg- 
Jet ;' and as fhe knew how anxioufty het | 
aes wifhed to: fee Adeline, fhe en- 

treated 
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treated her confent to go thither.. Ade- 
line, though much haraffed and fatigued, 
complied. When Louis returned from 
M.. Nemour’s, his father’s -advocate, 
whom he had haftened to inform of her 


arrival, they all fet out for the Charelet. 


The view of the prifon into which they 
were now admitted fo forcibly recalled 
to. Ade'ine’s mind the fituation of The- 
odore, that fhe with difficulty fup- 
perted herfelf to the apartment of La 
Motte. When he faw her a gleam of 
joy paffed over his countenance; but 
again relapfing into defpondency, he 
looked mournfully at her, and then at 
Louis, and groaned deeply. Adeline, 
in whom all remembrance of’ his former 
cruelty was loft in.his fubfequent kind- 


nefs, expreffed her thankfulnefs for the 


life he had preferved, and her-anziety to 
ferve him, in warm and repeated terms. 
But her gratitude evidently diftreffed 
him; inftead of reconciling him to him- 
felf, it feemed to awaken-a. rentembrance 

of 
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of the guilty defigns he had once affifted, 
and to ftrike the fangs of confcience 
deeper in his heart. Endeavouring to 
conceal his emotions, he entered on the 
" fubject of his prefent danger, and in- 
formed Adeline what teftimony would 
be required of her on the trial. After 
above an hour’s converfation with La 
Motte, fhe returned to the lodgings of 
Madame, where, lanquid and ill, the 
withdrew to her chamber, and tried to 
obliviate her anxieties in fleep. 

‘The Parliament which conducted the. 
trial re-affembled in a few days after the 
arrival of Adeline, and the two remain- 
ing witneffes of the Marquis, on whom 
he now refted his caufe againft La 
Motte, appeared. She was led trem- 
’ bling into the court, where almoft the firft 
object that met her eyes was the Marquis © 
de Montalt, whom fhe now beheld with 
an emotion entirely new to her, and 
which was ftrongly tin€tured with horror. 
When Du Boffe faw her he immediately 

{wore 
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{wore to her identity; his teftimony was 
confirmed by her manner; for on per- 
ceiving him fhe grew pale, and a uni- 
verfal tremor feized her. Jean d’Au- 
noy could no where be found, and La 
Motte was thus deprived of an evidence 
which effentially affected his intereft. 
Adeline, when called upon, gave her 
little narrative with clearnefs and preci- 
fion; and Peter, who had conveyed her 
from the Abbey, fupported the teftimony 
fhe offered. The evidence produced was 
fufficient to criminate the Marquis of the 
intention of murder, in the minds of moft 
people prefent; but it was not fufficient 
to affect the teftimony of his two laft wit-- 
neffes, who poffitively {wore to the com- 
miffion of the robbery, and to the perfon 
of La Motte, on whom fentence of death 
was accordingly pronounced. On re- 
ceiving this fentence the unhappy crimi- 
nal fainted, and the compaffion of the 
affembly, whofe feelings had been un- 

Vor. Ill, O —__ufualiy 


{ 290 ] 

ufually interefted in the decifion, was 

expreffed in a general groan. = * 
Their attention was quickly called to 
& new objeét——it was Jeand’Aunoy, who 
now entered the court. But his. evi- 
dence, if it could ever, indeed, -have 
been the means of faving La Motte, 
came too late. He was re-conduéted to 
prifon; but Adeline, who, extremely 
fhocked by his fentence, was mrch in- 
difpofed, received orders to remain in 
the court during the examination of 
d’Aunoy, This man had been at length 
found in the prifon of a provincial town, 
where fome of his creditors had thtown 
him, and from which even the money 
which the Marquis had remitted to him 
for the purpofe of fatisfying the craving 
importunities of Du Boffe, had been in- 
fufficient to releafe -him. Meanwhile 
the revenge of the latter had been roufed 
againft the Marquis by an imaginary 
neglect, and the ron) which was de- 
figned 


[ 291 j 
fiened to-reheve his neceflities was fpent 
by d’Aunoy in riotous luxury. 

He was confronted with Adeline and 
with Du Boffe, and ordered to confefs 
all he knew concerning this myfterious 
‘affair, orto undergo thetorture. D’Aunoy, 
who was ignorant how far the fufpicions 
‘concerning the. Marquis extended, and 
“who was confcious that his own words 
might condemn him, remained for fome 
‘time obftinately filent; but when the 
gueftion was adminiftered his refolution 
"gave way, and he confeffed a crime of 

which he had not even been fufpected. 
It appeared that, inthe year 1642, 
d’Aunoy, together with one Jacques 
Martigny, and Francis Balliere, had way- 
Jaid, and feized, Henry Marquis de 
Montalt, half brother to Phillipe; and © 
after having robbed him, and bound his 
fervant to a tree, according to the orders 
they had received, they conveyed him to 
the Abbey of St. Clair, in the diftant 
foreft of Fontanville. Here he was 
| O2 confined 
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confined for fome time till farther direc- 
tions were received from Phillipe de 
Montralt, the prefent Marquis, who was 
then on his eftatesin a northern province 
of France. Thefe orders were for death, 
and the unfortunate Henry was affafii- 
nated in his chamber in the third week 
of his confinement at the Abbey. 

On hearing this Adeline grew faint ; 
fhe remembered the MS. fhe had found, 
together with the extraordinary circum- 
ftances that had attended the difcovery ; 
every nerve thrilled with horror, and 
raifing her eyes fhe faw the countenance 
of the Marquis overfpread with the livid 
palenefs of guilt. She endeavoured, how- 
ever, to arreft her fleeting fpirits while 
the man proceeded in his confeffion. 

When the murder was perpetrated 
d’Aunoy had returned to his employer, 
who gave him the reward agreed upon, 
and in a few months after delivered into 
his hands the infant daughter of the late 
Marquis, whom he conveyed to a dif- 

: tant 
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tant part of the kingdom, where, affum- 
ing the name of St Pierre, he brought 
her up as his own child, receiving from 
the prefent Marquis: a Peanecneis an- 
nuity. for his fecrecy. 
Adeline, no longer able to ahi 


with the tumult of emotions that now . 


rufhed upon her heart, uttered a deep 
- figh and fainted away. She was carried 
from the court, and, when the confu- 
fion occafioned by this circumftance fub- 
fided, Jean d’Aunoy went on. He re- 
lated, that on the death of his wife, Ade- 
line was placed in a convent, from whence 
fhe was afterwards removed to another, 
where the Marquis had deftined her to 
receive the vows. That her determined 
reyection of them had occafioned him to 
refolve upon her death, and that fhe had 
accordingly been removed to the houfe 
on the heath. D’Aunoy added, that by 
the Marquis’s order he had mifled Du 
Boffe with a falfe ftory of her birth. 
Having after fome time difcovered that 

O 3 his 


ma, 
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his comrades had deceived him con- 
cerning her death, d@’Aunoy: feparated 
from them in enmity; but they uaani- 
moufly determined te conceal her efcape 
from the Marquis, that they might enjoy 
the recompenee of their fuppofed crime. 
Some: months fubfequent to this period, 
however, d’Aunoy received a letter from 
the Marquis, charging him with the — 
truth, and promifing him a large reward 
if he would confefs where he had placed 
Adeline. In confequence of this letter 
he acknowledged that fhe had been given 
into the hands of a ftranger; but who 
he was, or where he lived, was not 
known. 
- Upon thefe depofitions Phillipe de 
Montalt was committed to take his trial 
for the murder of Henry, his brother; 
d’Aunoy was thrown into a dungeon of 
the Chatelet, and Du Boffe was bound to 
appear as evidence. 

The feelings of the Marquis, who, 1A 


a protecuton {timulated by revenge, 
had 
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had thus unexpectedly expofed his.crimes 
to the public eye, and betrayed himfelf 
to juftice, can only be imagined... The 
paffions which had tempted him to the 
-commiffion of a crime fo horrid as. that of 
murder—and what, if poffible, height- 
ened its atrocity, the murder of one 
connected with him by the ties of blood, 
and by habits of even infantine affoci- 
‘ ation—the paffions which had ftimulated 
him to fo monftrous a deed were ambi- 
tion, and the love of pleafure. The firft 
was more immediately gratified by the 
title of his brother; the latter by the 
_ riches which would enable him to in- 
dulge his voluptuous inclinations. 

The late Marquis de Montalt, the fa- 
ther of Adeline, received from his an- 
ceftors a patrimony very inadequte to 
fupport the fplendour of his rank; but 
he had married the heirefs of an illuf- 
trious family, whofe fortune amply fup- 
plied the deficiency of hisown. Hehad - 
the misfortune to lofe her, for fhe was 

O 4 amiable 
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amiable and beautiful, foon after the 
birth of a daughter, and it was then that 
the prefent Marquis formed the diabo- 
lical defign of deftroying his brother. 
The contraft of their chara¢ters pre- 
vented that cordial regard between them 
which their near relationfhip feemed to 
demand. Henry was benevolent, mild, 
and contemplative. In his heart reigned 
the love of virtue; in his manners the 
ftrictnefs of juftnefs was tempered, not 
weakened, ‘by mercy; his mind was en- 
larged by fcience, and adorned by ele- 
gant literature. The character of Phil- 
lipe has been already delineated in his 
actions; its nicer fhades were blended 
with fome fhinine tints; but thefe ferved 
only to render more ftriking by contraft 
the general darknefs of the portrait. — 

- He had married a lady, who, by the 
death of her brother, inherited con- 
fiderable eftates, of which the Abbey of 
St, Clair, and the villa on the borders of 

the 
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the foreft of Fontanville, were the chief. 
His ‘paffion for magnificence and diffipa- 
tion, however, foon involved him in dif- 
ficulties, and pointed out to him the 
conveniency of poffeffing his brother’s 
wealth. “His brother and his infant 
daughter only ftood between him and his 
wifhes; how he removed the father has 


been already related: why he did not 


employ the fame means to fecure the 


child, .feems fomewhat furprifing, un- 


lefs we admit that a deftiny hung over 
him on this occafion, and that fhe was 
fuffered to live as an inftrument to punifh 


the murderer of her parent. When a 


retrofpect is taken of the viciffitudes and 
dangers to which fhe had been expofed 
from her earlieft infancy, it appears as if 
her prefervation was the effect of fome- 
what more than human policy, and af- 
fords a ftriking inftance that Juftice, 
however long delayed, will overtake the 
guilty. | : 
| OS While 
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While the late unhappy Marquis was 
fuffering at the Abbey, his brother, who, 
to avoid fufpicion, remained in the north 
of France, delayed the execution of his 
horrid purpofe from a timidity natural to 
a mind not yet inured to enormous 
guilt. Before he dared to.-deliver his 
final orders, he waited to know whether 
the ftory he contrived to propagate of 
his brother’s death would veil his crime 
from fufpicion. It fucceeded but - too 
well; for the fervant, whofe hfe had 
been fpared that he might relate the tale, 
naturally enough concluded that his 
_ Lord had been murdered by banditti; 
and the peafant, who a few hours after 
. found the fervant weunded,. bleeding, 
and bound to a tree, and knew alfo that 
this fpot was infefted by robbers, as na- 
turally believed. him, and. {pread the re- 

port accordingly. 
From. this period the Marquis, . to 
whem the Abbey of St,. Clair belonged 
a. ee in, 
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‘in right of his wife, vifited it only twice, 
and that at diftant times, til after an in- 
‘terval of feveral years he accidentally 
fouhd La Motte its inhabitant. He re- 
fided at Paris, and: on his eftate in the 


north, except that once a year he ufually 
paffed a month at his delightful villa on. 
the borders of the foreft. In the bufy: 
fcenes of the Court, and in the diffipa- 


tions of pleafure, he tried-to. lofe the re- 


~membrance of his guilt ; but there were: 


times when the voice of confcience 
would be heard, though it was foon 
again loft in the tumult of the world. 


It is probabie, that on. the night of his. 
abrupt departure from the Abbey, the 
‘folitary filence and gloom of the hour,.ia 
a place which had been the fcene of his. 


former crime, called up the remembrance 
of his brother with a. force too powerful 
for fancy, and awakened horrors which: 
compelled him to.quit the polluted. {pot. 
If it was fo, it is however certain that the 
fpectres of confcience vanifhed with the 


O 6 dark~. 
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darknefs ; for on the following day he 
returned to the Abbey, though it may 
be obferved,: he never attempted to 
_ pafs another night there. But though 
terror was roufed for a tranfient mo- 
ment, neither pity or repentance fuc- 
ceeded, fince when the difcovery of 
Adeline’s birth excited apprehenfion for 
his own life, he did not hefitate to repeat 
the crime, and would again have ftained 
his foul with human blood. This difco- 
very was effected by means of a feal, 
bearing the arms of her mother’s family, 
which was impreffed on the note his 
fervant had found, and had delivered 
to him at Caux. It may be remem- 
bered, that having read this note, he was 
throwing it from him in the fury of jea- 
loufy ; but that after examining it again, 
it was carefully depofited in his pocket- 
book. The violent agitation which a 
fufpicion of thisterrible truth occafioned, 
deprived him for a while of all power to 
act. When he was well enough to write 


Ne ye 
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he difpatched a letter to d’Aunoy, the 
purport of which has been already men- 
tioned. From d’Aunoy he received the 
confirmation of his fears. Knowing that 
his life muft pay the forfeiture of his 
crime, fhould Adeline ever obtain a 
knowledge of her birth, and not daring 
again to confide in the fecrecy of a man 
who had once deceived him, he refolved, 
after fome deliberation, on her death. 
He immediately fet out for the Abbey, 
and gave thofe directions concerning her, 
which terror for his own fafety, ftill more 
than a defire of retaining her eftates, fug- 

gefted. | P 
As the hiftory of the feal which re- 
vealed the birth of Adeline 1s rather re- 
markable, it may not be amifs to men- 
tion, that it was ftolen from the Mar- 
quis, together with a gold watch, by 
Jean d’Aunoy : the watch was foon dif- 
pofed of, but the feal had been kept as a 
pretty trinket by his wife, and at her 
death went with Adeline among her 
clothes 
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clothes to the convent. Adeline had 
carefully preferved it, becaufe it had once 
belonged to the woman whom fhe be- 
lieved to have-been her mother. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XXII. _ 
¢¢ While anxious doubt diftra&ts the tortur’d heart.’’ 


WE now return to the courfe of the 
narrative, and to Adeline, who was car- 
ried from the court to the lodging of 
Madame De la Motte. Madame was, 
however, at the Chatalet with her huf- 
band, fuffering all the diftrefs which the 
fentence pronounced againft him might 
be fuppofed to inflic&t. The feeble frame 
of Adeline, fo long harraffed by grief 
and fatigue, almoft funk under the agita- 
tion which the difcovery of her birth 
excited. Her feelings on this occafion 
were too complex to be analyfed. From 
an orphan, fubfifting on the bounty of 
others, without family, with few friends, 

and 
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and purfued by a cruel and powerful 
enemy, fhe faw herfelf fuddenly tranf- 
formed to the daughter of an iluftrious 
houfe, and the heirefs of immenfe wealth. 
But fhe learned alfo that her father had 
been murdered—murdered in the prime 
of his days—murdered by means of hié 
brother, againft whom fhe muft now ap- 
pear, and in punifhing the deftroyer of 
her parent doom her uncle to death. 
When fhe remembered the manufcript 
fo fingularly found, and confidered that 
when fhe wept.to the fufferings it de- 
icribed, her tears had flowed for thofe 
of her father, her emotion cannot eafily 
be imagined. The circumftances at- 
tending the difcovery of thefe papers no 
longer appeared to be a work of chance, 
-but of a Power whole defigns are great 
and juft. “ O-my father!” fhe would 
exclaim, “your laft with is fulfilled—- 
“the pitying heart you wifhed might 
“trace your fufferings fhall avenge 
“ them.” . : 
On 
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On the return of Madame La Motte 
Adeline endeavonred, : as ufual, to fup- 
prefs her own emotions, that fhe might 
footh the affliction of her friend. She 
related what had paffed in the court af- 
ter the departure of La Motte, and thus 
caufed, even in the forrowful heart of 
Madame, a momentary gleam of fatif- 
faGtion. Adeline determined to recover, 
if poffible, the manufcript. On inquiry 
fhe learned that La Motte, in the con- 
fufion of his departure, had left it among 
other things at the Abbey. This cir- 
cumftance much diftreffed her, the more 
fo becaufe fhe believed its appearance 
might be of importance on the approach- 
ing trial: fhe determined,’ however, if 
fhe fhould recover her rights, to have the 
nianufcript fought for. 

In the evening Louis joined this 
mournful party: he came immediately 
from his father, whom he left more tran- 
quil than he had been fince the fatal fen- 
tence was pronounced. After a filent 
| and 
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and melancholy‘ fupper they feparated 
for the night, and Adeline, in the fol 
tude of her chamber, had letfure to me- — 
ditate on the difcoveries of this eventful 
day. The fufferings of her dead father, 
fuch as fhe had read them recorded by 
his own band, prefled moft forcibly to 
her thoughts. The narrative had for- 
merly fo much affected her heart, and 
interefted her imagination, that her me- 
mory now faithfully reflected each parti- 
cular circumftance there difclofed. But 
when fhe confidered that fhe had been in 
the very chamber where her parent had 
fuffered, where even his life had been 
facrificed, and that fhe had probably 
feen the very dagger, feen it {tained with 
rutt, the ruft of blood! by which he had 
fallen, the anguifh and horror of her 
mind defied all control. 

On the following day Adeline received 
orders to prepare for the profecution of 
the Marquis de Montalt, which was to 
commence as foon as the requifite wit-_ 

nefles 
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neffes could be collected. Among thefe 
were the Abbefs of the Convent, who 
had received her from the hands of 
d’Aunoy ; Madame La Motte, who was 
prefent when Du Boffe compelled her 
hufband to receive Adeline; and Peter, 
who had not only been witnefs to this 
circumftance, but who had conveyed her 
from the Abbey that fhe might efcape 
the defigns of the Marquis. La Motte, 
and Theodore La Luc, were incapaci- 
tated by the fentence of the law from 
appearing on the trial. 

When La Motte was informed of the 
difcovery of Adeline’s birth, and that her 
father had been murdered at the Abbey 
of St. Clair, he inftantly remembered, 
and mentioned to his wife, the fkeleton 
he found in the ftone room leading to 
the fubterranean cells. Neither. of them 
doubted, from the fituation in which it 
lay, hid in a cheft in an obfcure room 
ftrongly guarded, that La Motte had 
feen the remains of the late Marquis. 

Madame 
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Madame, however, determined not to 
fhock Adeline with the mention of ‘this 
circumftance till it fhould be ace, 
to declare it on the trial. 

- As the time of this trial dtew near 
the diftrefs and agitation of Adeline in- 
creafed. ‘Though juftice demanded the 
life of the murderer, and though the 
tendernefs and pity which the idea of 
her father called forth urged her to 
avenge his death, fhe cou'd not, without 
horror, confider herfelf as the inftrument 
of difpenfing that juftice which would 
deprive a fellow being of exiftence; and 
there were times when fhe wifhed the 
fecret of her birth had never been re- 
vealed. If this fenfibility was,’ in her 
peculiar circumftances, a weaknefs, it 
was at leaft an amiable one, and as a 
deferves to be reverenced. 

The accounts fhe received’from Va- 
ceau ‘of the health of M. La Luc did 
not contribute to tranquillize her mind. 
The fymptoms defcribed by Clara feem- 

ed 
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- ed to fay that he was in the Jatt ftage of a 


confumption, and the grief of Theodore 
and herfelf on this occafion was expreff- 
ed in her letters with the lively eloquence 
fo naturalto her. Adeline loved and re- 
vered La Luc for his own worth, and for 
the parental tendernefs he had fhewn 
her, but he was {till dearer to her as the 
father of Theodore, and her concern for 
his declining {tate was not inferior to 
that of his children. It was increafed 
by the reflection that fhe had probably , 
been the means of fhortening his life, for 
fhe too well knew that the diftrefs occa- 
fioned him by the fituation in which it 
had been her misfortune to involve The- 
odore, had fhattered his frame to its pre- 
fent infirmity. The fame caufe alfo 
with-held him from feeking in the cli- 
mate of Montpellier the, relief he had 
formerly been taught to expect there. 
When fhe looked round on the con- 


dition of her friends, her heart was al- ~~ 
_ -moft overwhelmed with the profpect ; 
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it feemed as if fhe was deftined to involve — 


all thofe moft dear to her in calamity. 
With refpect to La Motte, whatever 
were his vices, and whatever the defipris 
in which he had formerly engaged againit 
her, fhe forgot them all in the fervice he 


had finally rendered her, and confidered . 


it to be as much her duty, as the felt it 
to be her inclination, to intercede in‘his 


behalf. This, however, in her prefent. 


fituation, fhe could not do with any hope 
of fuccefs ; but if the fuit, upon which 
depended the re-eftablifhment of her rank, 
her fortune, and confequently her influ- 
ence, fhould be decided in her favour, 
fhe determined to throw herfelf at the 
 king’s feet, and, when fhe pleaded the 
caufe of Theodore, afk the life of La 
Motte. 


A few days preceding that of-the trial 


Adeline was informed a ftranger defired 
to fpeak with her, and on going to the 
room where he was fhe found M. Ver- 
nueil, Her countenance expreffed both 

furprize 
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farprize and fatisfaction at this unexpect- 
ed meeting, and fhe inquired, though 
with little expectation of an affirmative, 


if he had heard of. M. La Luc. “ I 


“Shave feen' him,” .faid M. Vernueil ; 
<“T am juft come from Vaceau. But 
** T.am forry I cannot give you a better 
* account of his health. He. is greatly 

<< altered fince I faw him before.” 
Adeline could fcarcely. refrain from 
tears at the recollection thefe words revived 
of the calamities which had occafioned this 
lamented change. M. Vernueil deliver- 
ed her a packet from Clara; as he pre- 
fented it he faid, ‘ Befide this introduc- 
‘* tion to your notice, I have a claim of 
“<a different kind, which I am proud to 
‘affert, and which will, perhaps, juftify 
“ the permiffion I afk of {peaking upon 
“* your affairs.” —-Adeline bowed, and M. 
Verneuil, with a countenance expreflive 
of the moft tender folicitude, added that 
he had heard of the late proceeding of 
the parliament of Paris, and of the dif- 
coveries 
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coveries that fo intimately concerned her, 
«JT know not,” continued: he, “ whether 
“© T ought to congratulate or candole 
‘«« with you on this trying o¢cafion. That 
«I fincerely fympathize in all that con- 
“* cerns you I hape you will believe, and 
<< J cannot deny myfelf the pleafure of 
- * telling you that I am related, though 


< diftantly, to the late Marchianefs, your- 


“mother, for that fhe was your mother, 
“© T cannot doubt.” 

Adeline rofe haftily and advanced to- 
wards M. Verneuil ; furprize and fatif- 
faction re-animated her features.. “ Da I 
“<« indeed fee a.relation ?”’ faid fhe in a 

_fweet and tremulous voice, “.and one 
<“ whom I can welcome as a friend?” 
Tears trembled in her eyes; and fhe re- 
ceived M. Verneuil’s embrace in filence. 
Ir was fome time befere her emotion 
would permit her to fpeak. 

To Adeline, who from her earlieft in- 
fancy had been abandoned ‘to ftrangers, 
a forlorn and helplefs orphan; who had 


never 
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never till lately known a relation, and 
who then found one in the perfon of an 
inveterate enemy, to her this difcovery 
was as delightful as unexpected. But 
after ftrugeling for fome time with the 
various emotions that preffed upon her 
heart, fhe begged M. Verneuil’s permif- 
fion to withdraw till fhe could recover 
compofare. He would have taken leave, 
but fhe entreated him not to go. 

The intereft which M. Verneuil took 
in the concerns of La Luc, which was 
ftrengthened by his increafing regard for 
Clara, had drawn him to Vaceau, where 
he was informed of the family and pecu- 
liar circumftances of Adeline. On re- 
ceiving this intelligence he immediately 
fet out for Paris to offer his protection 
and affiftance to his newly-difcovered re- 
lation, and to aid, if poffible, the caufe 
of Theodore. 


Adeline in a fhort time returned, and 


could then bear to converfe on the fubjeé& 
of herfamily. M. Verneuil offered her his 
Vat. III. r fupport 
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{apport and affiftance, if they fhould be 
found neceffary. “ But f truft,”’ added - 
he, “ to the juftnefs- of your-caufe,: and 
“‘ hope it will not require any adventi- 
“tious aid. To thofe who rentember 
“‘the date Marchionefs, your features 
«¢ bring fufficient evidence of your birth, 
“« As a proof that my judgement in this 
 inftance is not. biaffed by prejudice, 
‘«¢ the refemblance ftruck me when I was 
*¢in Savoy, though 1 knew the Mar- 
“‘ chionefs only by her portrait; and i 
*< believe I mentioned to M. La Luc 
** that you often reminded me of a de- 
~ “© ceafed relation. You may form fome 
“judgement of this yourfelf,” added 
M. Verneuil, taking a miniature from 
his pocket. ‘ This was your amiable 
“« mother.” 

Adeline’s countenance changed; fhe 
received the picture eagerly, gazed on 
it for along time in filence, and her eyes 
filled with tears. It was not the refem- 
‘blance fhe ftudied, but the countenance 

—the 
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e—the mild and beautiful countenance of 
her parent, whofe blue eyes, full of ten- 
‘der {weetnefs, feemed bent upon her’s; 
while a foft {mile played on her lips ; 
Adeline prefied the pi€ture to her’s, 
and again gazed in filent reverie. At 
length, with adeep figh, the faid, © This 
*¢ furely-wwas my mother. Had fhe Jus 
* lived, O my poor father! you had 
been {fpared.” This reflection quite 
overcame her, and fhe burft into tears. 
M. Verneuil did Not 4eeFfiiet her erief 


.but took ner hand and fat by her without 
{peaking till the became more compofed, 
_ Again kiffing the pidure, the held i: out 


to him with a hefitating look, « No,” 
faid he, it is already with its true 
** owner.” She thanked him with a 
{mile of ineffable {weetnefs,. and- after 


fome converfation on the fubject of the 


approaching trial, on which occaGion fhe 
requelted M. Verneuil would fupport her 


~by his prefence, he withdrew, having 


P 2 begoed 
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begged leave to repeat his vilit on the 
following day. 

Adeline now opened her packet, and 
faw once more the well-known characters 
of Theodore; for a moment fhe felt as 
if in his prefence, and the confcious 

lufh overfpread her cheek; with a 
trembling hand fhe broke the feal, and 
read the tendereft affurances and folici- 
tudes of his love; fhe often paufed that 

__._fbe might prolong the fweet emotions 
which thefe affiirances awakened, but 
while tears of tendernefs ftood trémbling 
on her eye-lids, the bitter recollection of 
his fituation would return, and they fell 
in anguifh on her bofom. 

He congratulated her, and with pe- 
culiar delicacy, on the profpects of life 
which were opening to her; faid every 
thing that might tend to animate and 
fupport her, but avoided dwelling on his 
own circumftances, except by expreffing 
his fenfe of the zeal and kindnefs of 
his commanding officer, and adding, 

that 
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that he did not defpair of oe obtain- 
ing a pardon. 

‘This hope, though but faintly exprefi- 
ed, and written evidently for the purpofe 
of confoling Adeline, did not entirely” 
fail of the defired effet. She yielded to 
its enchanting influence, and forgot for 
a while the many fubjeéts of care and 
anxiety which furrounded her. Theadore 
faid little of his father’s health ; what he 
did fay was by no means fo difcouraging 
as the accounts of Clara, who, lefs anxious 
to conceal a truth that muft give pain to 
Adeline, expreffed, without referve,. all 


_ her apprehenfion and concern. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 


e aamenmanmmeeeti Heaven’ is jut! 

«« And when the meafure of his crimes is full, 

‘* Will bare its red right arm, aad launch its 
<¢ hehtnings,”? : 


Tuer day of the trial fo anxioufly 


awaited, and on which the fate of fo 
many perfons depended, at length ar-- 
rived. Adeline, accompanied by M.: 


‘Verneut), and Madame la Motte, ap- 
peared as the profecutor of the Marquis 
de Montalt; and d’Aunoy, Du Bofle, 


Louis de la Motte, and {feveral other 


perfons, as witnefs'in her caufe. The 
judges were fome of the moft diftin- 
guifhed in France; and the advocates 
on both fides men of eminent abilities. 
On a trial of fuch importance the court, 
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as may be imagined, was crowded with 
perfons of diftinction, and the fpectacle 
it prefented was ftrikingly folemn, yet 
magnificent. 


nal, Adeline’s emotion furpaffed all the 
arts of difguife, but adding to the natu- 
ral dignity of her air an expreffion of 
foft timidity, and to her downcaft eyes 
a fweet confufion, it rendered her an 
objet ftill more interefting; and fhe 
attracted the univerfal pity and admira- 
tion of .the affembly. When fhe ven- 
tured to raife her eyes, fhe perceived 
that the Marquis was not yet in the 
court, and while fhe awaited his appear- 
ance in trembling expectation, a confufed’ 
murmuring rofe in a diftant part of the 
hall. Her fpirits now almoft forfook 
her; the certainty of feeing immedi- 
ately, and confcioufly, the murderer of 
her father chilled her with horror, and 
fhe was with difficulty preferved from 
fainting.. A low found now run through: 

P4 the 
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the court, and an air of confufion ap- 
peared, which was foon communicated 
to the tribunal itfeif. Several of the 
members arofe, fome left the hall, the 
whole place exhibited a fcene of difor- 
der, and a report at length reached 
Adeline that the Marquis de Montale 
was dying. <A confiderable time elapfed 
in uncertainty ; but the confufion conti- 
nued; the Marquis did not appear; 
and at Adeline’s requeft M,. Verneuil 
“went in queft of more pofitive informa- 
tion. 

He followed a crowd which was hur- 
rying towards the Chatelet, and with 
*fome difficulty gained admittance into 
the prifon; but the porter at the gate, 
‘whom he had bribed for a paffport, 
-could give him no certain information 
én the fubjeét of his enquiry, and not 

? being at liberty to quit his poft, fur- 
 nifhed M. Verneuil with only a vague 
direction to the Marquis’s apartment. 
The courts were filent and deferted, 

but 
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ut as he advanced a diftant hum of 


voices led him on, till perceiving feve- 
ral perfons running towards a ftaircafe 
which appeared beyond the archway of 
a long paffage, he followed thither, and 


learned that the Marquis was certainly 


dying. The ftaircafe was filled with 


people; he endeavoured to prefs through 


the crowd, and after much ftruggle and 


difficulty he reached the door of an anti- 
room which communicated with the a- 


partment where the Marquis lay, and 


whence feveral perfons now iffued. Here 
he learned that the objet of his enquiry 
was already dead. M. Verneuil, how- 


ever, preffed through the anti-room to | 
the chamber where lay the Marquis on 
a bed furrounded by officers of the law, 
and two notaries, who appeared to have 
been taken down depofitions. His 
countenance was fuffufed with a black, 
and deadly hue, and impreffed with the 
horrors of death; M. Verneuil turned 
away, fhocked by the fpectacle, and on 


Ps enquiry 


{ 322 ] 
enquiry heard that the Marquise had died 
by poifon. 

It appeared that convinced he had 
nothing to hope from his trial, he had 
taken this method of avoiding an igno- 
minious death. In the laft hours of life, 
while tortured with the remembrance of 
his crime, he refolved to make all the 
atonement that remained for him, and 
having fwallowed the potion, he imme- 
diately fent for a confeffor to take a full 
confeffion of his guilt, and two nota- 
ries, and thus eftablifhed Adeline be- 
yond difpute in the rights of her birth; 
alfo bequeathing her ‘a confiderable Ie- 
gacy. 

In confequence of thefe depofitions fhe 
was foon after formally acknowledged as 
the daughter and heirefs of Henry Mar- 
quis de Montalt, and the rich eftates of 
her father were reftored to her. She im- 
mediately threw herfelf at the feet of 
the king in behalf of Theodore and 
of La Motte. The character of the 
| former, 
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former, the caufe in which he had 
rifked his life, and the occafion of the 
late Marquis’s enmity towards him, were 
circumftances fo notorious, and fo for- 
cible, that it is more than probable the 
monarch would have granted his pardon 
to a pleader lefs irrefiftable than was. 
Adeline de Montalt. Theodore La: 
Luc not only received an ample par— 
don, but in confideration of his gallant. — 
conduct towards»Adeline,. he was foon: 
after raifed to a poft of. confiderable: 
rank in the army.. 

For La Motte, who tiad: beer con- 


. demned for the robbery on full evi- 


dence, and. who had been alfo charged 
with the crime which had formerly com-. 
pelled him to.quit Paris,. a pardon could: 
not be obtained; but at the earneft fup- 


plication of Adeline, and in confidera- . - 


tion of the fervice he had finally render- 
ed her,. his fentence was foftened from: 
death to banifhment.. This indulgence,. 
however, would have availed him little,, 


P-6. had: 
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had not the noble generofity of Adeline 
filenced other profecutions that were 
preparing againft him, and. beftowed 
on him a fum more than. fufficient to 


fupport his family in a foreign country. — 


This kindnefs “operated fo powerfully 
upon his heart, which -had been betray- 
ed through weaknefs rather than natural 
depravity, and awakened fo keen a re- 
morfe for the injuries he had once medi- 
tated againft a benefactrefs fo noble, that 
his former habits became odious to him, 
and his character gradually recovered 
the hue which it would probably always 
have worn had he never been expofed 
to the tempting diffipations of Paris. - 
- The paffion which Louis had fo long 
owned for Adeline was. raifed almoft to 
adoration by her late conduct; but he 
now relinquifhed even the faint hope 
which he had hitherto almoft uncon- 
fcioufly cherifhed, and, fince the life 
which was granted to Theodore ren- 
dered this facrifice neceffary, he could 
not 
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not repine. He refolved, however, to 


. feek in abfence the tranquillity he had 


loft, and to place his future happinefs on 
that of two perfons fo defervedly dear to 
him. 3 . 

On the eve of his departure La Motte 
and his family took a very affecting leave 


‘of Adeline ; he left Paris for England, 


where it was his defign to fettle; and 
Louis, who. was eager to fly from her 
enchantments, fet out on the fame day 

for his regiment. | 
Adeline remained fome time at Paris 
to fettle her affairs, where fhe was intro- 
to the few and dif- 
tant relations that remained of her fa- 
mily. Among thefe were the Count and 
Countefs D——, and the Mon. Amand, 
who had fo much engaged her pity and 
efteem at Nice. The lady, whofe death 
he lamented, was of the family of de 
Montalt ; and the refemblance which he 
had traced between her features and thofe 
of Adeline, her coufin, was fomething 
more 
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more than the effe@ of fancy. The 
death of his elder brother had abruptly: 
recalled him from Italy; but Adeline: 
had the fatisfaétion to obferve, that the 
heavy melancholy which formerly op- 


preffed him, had yielded to a fort of 


placid refignation, and that his counte- 
nance was often enlivened by a tranfient 
gleam of cheerfulnefs. | 
The Count and Countefs D——-, who: 
were much interefted by her goodnefs. 
and beauty, invited her to make their 
hotel her refidence while the remained at 
Paris. 7 
Her firft care was to have the remains. 
of her parent removed from the Abbey 
of St. Clair, and depofited in the vault 
of his anceftors. D’Aunoy was tried,. 
condemned, and hanged, for the murder,. 


At the place of execution hehad de. 


{cribed the fpot where the remains of the: 
Marquis were concealed, which was in. 
the {tone room already mentioned, be- 
longing to the Abbey. M, V ac- 

~ compa- 
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companied the officers appointed for the 
fearch, and attended the afhes of the 
Marquis to St. Maur, an eftate.in one of 
the northern provinces. There they 
were depofited with the folemn funeral 
pomp becoming his rank: Adeline at- 
tended as chief mourner; and this lat 


duty paid to the memory of her parent, 


fhe became more tranquil and refigned. 
The MS. that recorded his fufferings 
had been found at the Abbey, and de- 
livered to her by M. V———, and fhe © 
preferved it with the pious enthufiafm fo 
facred a relique deferved. 

On her return to Paris, Theodore La 
Luc, who was come from Montpeher, 
awaited her arrival. The happinefs of 
this meeting was clouded by the account 
he brought of his father, whofe extreme 
danger had alone withheld him from 
haftening the moment he obtained his 
liberty to thank Adeline for the life fhe 
had preferved. She now received him 
as the friend to whom fhe was indebted 

for 
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for her prefervation, and as the lover 
who deferved, and poffeffed, her tendereft 
affection. ‘The remembrance of the cir- 
cumftances under which they had laft 
met, and of their mutual anguifh, ren- 
dered more exquifite the happinefs of the 
prefent moments, when no longer op- 
preffed by the horrid profpe& of ignomi- 
nious death and final feparation, they 
looked forward only to the fmiling days 
that awaited them when hand in hand 
they fhould tread the flowery fcenes of 
life. The contraft which memory gave 
of the paft with the prefent, frequently 
drew tears of tendernefs and gratitude 
to their eyes, and the fweet {mile which 
feemed ftrugeling to difpel from the 
countenance of Adeline thafe gems 
of forrow, penetrated the heart of The- 
odore, and brought to his recollection a 
little fong which in other circumftances 
he had formerly fung to her. He took 
up a lute that lay on the table, and touch- 
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ing the dulcet chords, accompanied it 
with the following words : 


SONG. 


The rofe that weeps with morning dew, 
And glitters in the funny ray, | 

In tears and {miles refembles you, 
When Love breaks Sorrow’s cloud away. 


The dews that bend the blufhing flow’r, 
Enrich the fcent—renew the glow ; 

So Love’s {weet tears exalt his pow’r, 
So blifs more brightly fhines by woe ! | 


Her affection for Theodore had in- 
duced Adeline to reject feveral fuitors 
which her goodnefs, beauty, and wealth, 
had already attracted, and who, though 
infinitely his fuperiors in point of for- 
tune, were many of them inferior to him 


in family, and all of them in merit. 


The various and tumultuous emotions 
which the late events had called forth in 
the 
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the bofom of Adeline were now fub- 
fided ; but the memory of her father 
{till tinctured her mind with a melan- 
choly that time only could fubdue; and 
fhe refufed to liften to the fupplications. 
of Theodore till the period fhe had pre- 
{cribed for her mourning fhould be ex- 
pired. The neceffity of rejoining his 
regiment obliged him to leave Paris 
within the fortnight after his arrival ; but 
he carried with him affurance of receiv— 
ing her hand foon after fhe fhould lay 
afide her fable habit, and departed there- 
fore with tolerable compofure. 
M. La Luc’s very precarious ftate was. 
a fource of inceffant difquietude to Ade- 
line, and fhe determined to accompany. 
M. V » who was now the declared 
lover of Clara, to Montpelier, whither: 
La Luc had immediately gone on the 
liberation of his fon. For this journey 
fhe was preparing when fhe received 
from her friend a flattering account of 
his amendment; and as fome farther fet- 
tlement 
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tlement of her affairs required her pre- 
fence at Paris, fhe deferred her defign, 
and M. V——~ departed alone. 

When Theodore’s affairs affumed a 
more favourable afpect, M. Verneuil had 
written to La Luc, and communicated 
to him the fecret of his heart refpect- 
ing Clara. La Luc, who admired and 
efteemed M. V » and who was not 
ignorant of his family connections, was 
pleafed with the propofed alliance ; 
Clara thought fhe had never feen any 
perfon whom fhe was fo much inclined 
received an an- 
{wer favourable to his wifhes, and which 
encouraged him to undertake the prefent 
journey to Montpelier. 

The reftoration of his happinefs and 
the climate of Montpetier did‘ all for the 
health of La Luc that his moft anxious 
friends could with, and he was at length 
fo far recovered as to vifit Adeline at her 
eftate of St. Maur. Clara and M. V-— 


accompanied him, and a ceffation of hof- 
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tilities between France and Spain foon 
after permitted Theodore to join this 
happy party. When La Luc, thus re- 
ftored to thofe moft dear to him, looked 
back on the miferies he had efcaped, and 
forward to the bleffings that awaited him, 
his heart dilated with emotions of ex- 
quifite joy and gratitude; and his vene- 
rable countenance, foftened by an ex- 


preffion of complacent delight, exhibited. 


a perfect picture of happy age. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER XXV. 


«* Laft came Joy’s ecftatic trial : 

«© They would have thought who heard the frain, 

«« They faw in Tempe’s vale her native maids 

«¢ Amidtt the feftal founding fhades, 

<¢ To fome unweary’g minftrel dancing, 

«¢ Whileas his flying fingers kifs’d the ftrings, 

«© Love fram’d with Mirth a gay fantaftic round.” 
OpzE TO THE Passions. 


ADELINE, in the fociety of friends 
fo beloved, loft the impreffion of that 
melancholy which the fate of her parent 
had occafioned; fhe recovered all her 
natural vivacity; and when fhe threw 
off the mourning habit which filial piety 
had required her to affume, fhe gave her 
hand to Theodore. The nuptials, which 
were celebrated at St. Maur, were graced 
se the prefence of the Count and 

Countefs 
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Countefs D , «and La. Luc had the 
fupreme felicity of confirming on the 
fame day the flattering deftinies of both 
his children. When the ceremony was 
over he bleffed and embraced them all 
with tears of fatherly affection. “ I 
«‘ thank thee, O God! that I have been 
© permitted to fee this- hour;”. faid he, 
‘© whenever it fhall pleafe thee to call 
«© me hence, I fhall depart in peace.” __ 
“Long, very long, may you be 
“¢ fpared to blefs your childrea,” replied 
Adeline. Clara kiffed her father’s hand 
and wept: ‘ Long, very long!” fhe re- 
peated in a voice fcarcely audible. La 
Luc fmiled cheerfully, and. turned the 
-converfation to a fubject lefs affecting. 
But the time now drew nigh when La 
| Lac thought it neceffary to retura to the 
duties of his parifh, from which he had 


— fo long been abfent. Madame La Luc — 


too, who had attended him during the 
period of his danger at Montpelier, and 
thence returned to Savoy, complained 
| much 
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‘much of the folitude of her life; and 
this was with ‘her brother an additional 
motive for his fpeedy departure. The- 
odore and Adeline, who could not fup- 
port the thought of a feparation, from 
this venerable parent, endeavoured to 
perfuade him to give up his chateau, 
and to refide with them in France; but 
he was held by ftrong ties to Lelon- 
court. For many years he had contti- 
tuted the comfort and happinefs of his 
parifhioners ; they revered and loved him 
as a father—he regarded them with an 
affection little fhort of parental, The 
attachment they difcovered towards him 
on his departure was not forgotten either, 
it had madeadeep impreftion on his mind, 
and he could not bear the thought of 
forfaking them now that Heaven had 
fhowered on him its abundance. It is | 
“* fweet to live for them,” faid he, * and | 
<¢ J will alfo die amongft them.” A fen- 
‘timent of a ftill more tender nature,— 
(and let not the floic prophane it with 

the 
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the name of weaknefs, or the man of the 
world fcorn it as unnatural )—a fentiment 
ftill more tender attracted him to Lelon- — 
court,—the remains of his wife repofed 
there. . 

Since. La Luc would not refide in — 
France, Theodore and Adeline, to whom 
the fplendid gaieties that courted them 
at Paris were very inferior temptations to 
the fweet domeftic pleafures and refined 
fociety which.Leloncourt would afford, 
determined to accompany La Luc and 
Mon. and Madame Verneuil abroad. 
- Adeline arranged her affairs fo as to ren- 
der her refidence in France unneceffary ; 
and having bade an affectionate adieu to 
the Count and Countefs D » and to 
M. Amand, who had recovered a tolera- | 
ble degree of cheerfulnefs, fhe departed 
with her friends for Savoy. 

They travelled leifurely, and frequent 
ly turned out of their way to view what- 
ever was worthy of obfervation. After 
a long and pleafant journey they came © 


once . 
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Once more within view of the Swifs 
mountains, the fight of which revived 
a thoufand interefting recollections in | 


- the mind of Adeline. She remembered 


the circumftances and the fenfations un- 
der which bhe had firft feen them—when 


. an orphan, flying from perfecution to 


feek fhelter among ftrangers, and loft to 
the only perfon on earth whom the loved 
—fhe remembered this, and the contratt 
of the prefent moment ftruck with all its 
force upon her heart. 

_ The countenance of Clara brightened 
into fmiles of the moft animated delight 


‘as fhe drew near the beloved fcenes of 


her infant pleafures; and Theodore, often 
looking from the windows, caught with 
patriotic enthufiafm the magnificent and 
changing fcenery which the receding 
mountains fucceffively difclofed.: 

It was evening when they approached 
within a few miles of Leloncourt, and 
the road, winding round the foot of a ftu- 
pendous crage, prefented them a fuil 
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view of the lake, and of the peaceful 
dwelling of La Luc. An exclamation of 
joy from the whole party announced the 


difcovery, and the glance of pleafure was’ 


reflected from every eye. The fun’s laft 
light gleamed upon the waters that re- 
pofed in © chryftal purity” below, mel- 
lowed every feature of the landfcape, 
and touched with purple fplendour the 
clouds that rolled along the mountain 
tops. ' 

La Luc welcomed his family to his 
happy home, and fent up a filent thank{- 
giving that he was permitted thus to re- 
turn to it. Adeline continued to gaze 
upon each well known object, and again 
reflecting on the viciffitudes of grief and 
joy, and the furprifing change of fortune, 
which fhe had experienced fince laft fhe 
faw them, her heart dilated with grati- 
tude and complacent delight. She look- 
ed at Theodore, whom in thefe very 
{cenes fhe had lamented as loft to her for 
ever; who, when found again, was about 

to 
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to be torn from her by an ignominious 
death, but who now fat by her fide her 
fecure and happy hufband, the pride of 
his family and herfelf; and while the 
fenfibility of her heart flowed in tears 
from her eyes, a finile of ineffable ten- 
dernefs told him all fhe fe't. He gently 
prefied her hand, and anfwered her with 
a look of love. 

_ Peter, who now rode up to the car- 
riage with a face full of joy and of im- 
portance, interrupted a courfe of fenti- 
ment which was become almoft too inte- 
refting. ‘ Ah! my dear matter!” cried 
he, ‘© welcome home again. Here is 
“ thé village, God blefs it! It 1s worth 
“© a million fuch places as Paris. Thank 
© St. Jacques, we are all come fafe back 
“* again,” 

_ This effufion of honeft Peter’s joy was 
received and anfwered with the kindnefs 
it deferved. As they drew near the lake 
mufic founded over the water, and they 
prefently faw a large party of the villa- 
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gers affembled on a green fpot that 
fioped to the very margin of the waves, 
and dancing in ali their holiday finery. 
It was the evening of a feftival. The 
e'der peafants fat under the fhade of the 
trces that crowned this little eminence, 
eating milk and fruits, and watching 
their fons and daughters frifk it away to 
the {prightly notes of the tabor and pipe, 
which was joined by the fofter tones of 
a mandolin. , 

The fcene was highly interefting, and 
what added to its picturefque beauty was 
a groupe of catt'e that ftood, fome on 
the brink, fome half in the water, and 
others repofing on the green bank, while 
feveral peafant girls, dreffed in the neat 
fimplicity of their country, were difpen- 
fing the milky feaft. Peter now rode on 
firft, and a crowd foon collected round 
him, who learning that their beloved 
mafter was at hand, went forth to meet 
and welcome him. Their warm and ho- 
neft expreffions of joy diffufed an exqui- 
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fite fatisfaction over the heart of the 
good La Luc, who met them with the 
kindnefs of a father, and who could 
fcarcely forbear fhedding tears to this 
teftimony of their attachment. When 
the younger part of the peafants heard 
the news of his arrival, the eeneral joy 
was fuch, that, led by the tabor and 
pipe, they danced before his carriage to 
the chateau, where they again welcomed 
him and his family with the enlivening 
ftrains of mufic. At the gate of the 
chateau they were received by Madame 
La Luc, and a happier party never met. 

As the evening was uncommonly mild 
and beautiful, fupper was fpread in the 
garden. When the repaft was over, 
Clara, whofe heart was all glee, pro- 
pofed a dance by moon! light. le will 
“ be delicious,” faid fhe ; “ the moon- 
“beams are already dancing on the 
** waters. See what a ftream of ra- 


_« diance they throw acrofs the lake, and 
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© how they fparkle round that little pro- 
‘¢ montory on the left. The frefhnefe 
‘© of the hour too invites to dancing.” 

They all agreed to the propofal. 
‘© And let the good people who have 
** fo heartily we!comed us home be cal!l- 
* edintoo,” faid LaLuc: “ they fhall 
“ all partake our happinefs. There is 
‘¢ devotion in making others happy, and 
“* gratitude ought to make us devout. 
“‘ Peter, bring more wine, and fet fome 
“ tables under the trees.” Peter flew, 
_and, while chairs and tables were plac- 
ing, Clara ran for her favourite lute, 
the lute which had formerly afforded her 
fuch delight, and which Adeline had 
often touched with a melancholy expref- 
fion. Clara’s light hand now ran over 
the chords, and drew forth tones of ten- 
der {weetnefs, her voice accompanying 
the following 
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ATR. ‘ 


Now, at Moonlight’s fairy hour, 
When faintly gleams each dewy fteep, 
And vale and mountain, lake and bow’r, 
In folitary grandeur flecp ; 


When flowly finks the evening breeze, 
That lulls the mind in penfive care, 
And Fancy loftier vifions fees, 
Bid Mufic wake the filent air. 


Bid the merry, merry tabor found, 
And with the Fays of lawn or glade, 
In tripping circlet beat the ground 
Under the high trees’ trembling fhade. 


«¢ Now, at Moonlight’s fairy hour’’ 
Shall Mufic Breathe her dulcet voice, 

And o’er the waves, with magic pow’r, 
Call on Echo to rejoice ! 


Peter, who could not move in a fober 
ftep, had already fpread refrefhments 
under the trees, and in a fhort time the 
lawn was encircled with peafantry. The 
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rural pipe and tabor were placed, at 
Clara’s requeit, under the fhade of her 
beloved acacias on the margin of the 
lake; the merry notes of mufic founded, 
Adeline led off the dance, and the moun- 
tains anf{wered only to the ftrains of mirth 
and meledy. _ 

‘The venerab‘e La Luc fat among the 
elder peafants, and as he furveyed the 
fcene—his children and people thus ‘af- 
femb‘ed round hin in one grand compact 
of harmony and joy—the frequent tear 
bedewed his check, and he feemed to tafte 
the fulnefs of an exalted delight. _ 

So much was every heart roufed to 
gladnefs, that the morning dawn: bepan 
to peep upon the fcene of their feftivicy, 
when’ every cottager returned to his 
home, bleffing the benevolence of La 
Luc. | ; 

After paffing fome weeks with La Luc, 
M. Verneuil bought a chateau 1n the vil- 
lage of Leloncourt, and as it was the only 
one not already occiipied, Theodore look- 
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ed out for a refidence in the neighbour- 
hood. At the diftance of a few leagues, 
on the beautiful banks of the lake of Ge- 
neva, where the waters retire into a finall 
bay, he purchafed a villa. The chateau 
was characterized by an air of fimplicity 
and tafte, rather than of magnificence, 
which, however, was the chief trait in the 
furrounding fcene. The chateau was al- 
moft encircled with woods, which form- 
ing a grand amphitheatre {wept down to 
the water’s edge, and abounded with wi'd 
and romantic walks. Here nature was 
fuffered to fport in all her beautiful luxu- 
riance, except where here, and there, the 
hand of art formed the foliage to admit a 
view of the blue waters of the lake, 
with the white fail that glided by, or of 
the diftant mountains. In front of the 
chateau the woods opened to a lawn, and 
the eye was fuffered to wander over the 
lake, whofe bofom prefented an ever- 
moving picture, while its varied margin, 
{prinkled with villas, woods, and towns, 

and 
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and crowned beyend with the fnowy 
and fub'ime Alps, rifing point behind 
point in awful confufion, exhibited a 
fcenery of almoft unequalled magnifi- 
cence. - ee x 4 
Elere, contemning the folendour of 
falfe happinefs, and poffeffing the pure 
and rational delights of a love refined 
into the moft tender friendfhip, fur- 
rounded by the friends fo dear to them, 
and vifited by a felec& and enlightened 
fociety—here, in the very bofom of fe- 
licity, lived Theodore and Adeline La 
zEsUC. | 
The paffion of Louis De la Motte 
yielded at Jength to the powers of abfence 
and neceffity. He ftill loved Adeline, 
but it was with the placid tendernefs of 
friendfhip, and when at the earneft invi- 
tation of ‘Theodore, he vifited the villa, 
he beheld their happinefs with a fatisfac- 
tion unalloyed by any emotion of envy. 
He afterwards married a lady of fome 
fortune at Geneva, and refigning his 
com- 
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commiffion in the French fervice, fet- 
tled on the borders of the lake, and in- 
creafed the focial delights of Theodore 
and Adeline. 

Their former lives afforded an exain- 
ple of tria's well endured 
prefent, of virtues greatly rewarded ; 
and this reward they continued to de- 
ferve for not to themfelves was their 


— 


and their _ 


happinefs contracted, but diffufed to all — 


who came within the {phere of their in- 
fluence. The indigent and unhappy 


' rejoiced in their benevolence, the vir- 


tuous and enlightened in their friendfhip, 
and their children in parents whofe ex- 
ample impreffed upon their hearts the 
precepts offered to their underftandings. 
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